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Frequently Asked Questions about Sustainable September 

What is sustainability all about? 

Sustainability is about meeting the needs of the present generation without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their needs.  It focuses our minds on the way we use up or 

spoil the Earth’s resources, and helps us consider what will happen in generations to come if 

we do.    

 

 

Is sustainability the same as being frugal? 
There are similarities between the frugality that people learned to practice –say during the Depression 

years- and practicing sustainability. 

Frugality has more to do with money and economic resources and less to do with natural or ecological 

resources than does sustainability. While there are several concepts within each that cross the line 

between the two, generally speaking, sustainable practices preserve and protect resources that are 

available to a large demographic while frugality has more to do with preservation of one's family or 

personal economic resources. 

 Theodore Roosevelt once said: 

"I recognize the right and duty of this generation to develop and use our natural resources, 

but I do not recognize the right to waste them, or rob by wasteful use, the generations that 

come after us." 
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It is true, however, that thinking and practicing a sustainable approach to living can save money – for 

congregations and for individuals. There are times, however, when the sustainable option is more 

 expensive in the short-term, but we may choose to do it anyway, ‘for the whole earth and its 

 people”, even if it costs us more as individuals.  

 

 Why does the Church care about sustainability? 
 In its first public statement in 1977, the Uniting Church in Australia expressed what would be an 

 abiding concern with the wellbeing of the planet for the rights of future generations. In part, this 

 statement read: 'we are concerned with the basic human rights of future generations and will 

urge the wise use of energy, the protection of the environment and the replenishment of the earth’s 

resources for their use and enjoyment.’  

Caring for creation is a key Christian task.   Rather than setting ourselves a new set of ‘green laws’ 

which we feel guilty about when we fall short, we are inspired to act in love by the action of love shown 

us in Jesus.  Thus, we are concerned with the basic human rights of future generations and will urge the 

wise use of energy, the protection of the environment and the replenishment of the earth's resources 

for their use and enjoyment.  

The natural environment is, however, not merely a resource for the benefit of human beings but has 

intrinsic value as part of God's good creation. In 1991 the Uniting Church declared that, ‘Nature has a 

right to the protection of its eco-systems, species, and populations in their interconnectedness’.  If 

even the rocks can cry out in praise of Jesus (Luke 19:40), let us join all of creation in worshipping our 

Creator by caring for the earth which is God’s creation!   

 

What is the aim of focussing on Sustainable September in our worship? 
The celebration of Sustainable September brings us back year after year to pray and work 

for a world for all to share, both now and in the future. We join with other Churches around 

the world who also focus on the environment in worship during September. Some call it the 

“Season of Creation” or “Creation time”.  

According to the World Council of Churches (WCC) —the Time for creation is linked with the 

concern for creation in the Eastern and the Western traditions of Christianity, respectively.  

September 1st was proclaimed as a day of prayer for the environment by the late Ecumenical 

Patriarch Dimitrios I in 1989. The Orthodox church year starts that day with a 

commemoration of how God created the world. On 4 October, Roman Catholics and other 

churches from the Western traditions commemorate Francis of Assisi, known to many as the 

author of the Canticle of the Creatures. 

 

The proposal to celebrate a Time for Creation during these five weeks was made by the Third 

European Ecumenical Assembly in Sibiu in 2007.The following year, the WCC Central 

Committee invited churches to observe Time for Creation through prayers and actions. 

There are many churches who have taken this call seriously and their liturgical resources can 

be found here:  

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/climate-change/time-for-creation 

 

The theme for Sustainable September 2014 is “For the whole earth and 
its people: 

In a letter written to commemorate the 2014 Pentecost celebration, the Presidents of the World 
Council of Churches wrote these words: 

“We are being asked, anew, to join in the Liturgy of Creation. 
“In the Gospel proclaimed to the whole Creation, we begin to see the Pentecostal hope and 

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/climate-change/time-for-creation
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promise with clarity: God will renew the face of the earth. It is hard to imagine any moment 
in history that could give this hope the breadth and relevance that we experience today. 
We are speaking of more than just environmental enhancement or rehabilitation. No age 
has ever revealed so clearly the intimate connection between the groaning of Creation 
and the brokenness of human life and community. The life of humanity, its peril and 
possibility, is demonstrably one with the life of Creation. 
“God’s purpose, so dramatically displayed in the miraculous tongues of Pentecost as 
described in the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, is to unite all things, in heaven 
and on earth, in Christ. "He who scattered those who conspired on the tower through 
division of tongues, today reunites the divided tongues of the nations in the holy upper 
room" (Armenian Hymnbook, St. Nerses the Gracious, 12th c.). The vitality of this promise is 
a sharp contrast to the alienation of human life and the life of Creation in our age. God’s 
Creation, the necessary and God given context for our holiness, development, and identity, 
is now standing witness to the brokenness and sin that distorts and destroys human life and 
fouls the very matrix of that life”. 

Are we the centre of the world? 
In his blog http://blog.arocha.org/post/noah-beyond-the-blockbuster/  David Bookless 
describes three possible stances of our (human) species in relation to the world we live in: 

“anthropocentric (or ego-centric) world – built on human ambition and progress the world 

revolves around us and is for us to use and exploit 

– and an ecocentric world, where humans are marginal or extinguished, 

  Theocentric world view. God is not only the Creator, but personally and intimately 

involved in the life of all creatures – human and non-human. God’s good purposes are far 

wider than narrow human interests.  

These liturgical resources will ask us to consider finding a Theocentric world view, and 

living our lives within it.  

 

What can we find in the Sustainable September 2014 resources? 

These resources have been created by staff in the Uniting Church in Australia Synod of Western 
Australia.  
 
We are going to focus on the following themes which come out of our study of the readings for the 
weeks of September 2014: :  
Week One Time to act – 
  
Week Two: We are accountable 
  
Week Three: The wild economics of the Realm of God 
  
Week Four : Putting our promises into action 
In this kit you will find: 

 Four weeks of liturgical resources for the four Sundays of September—including possible 
hymns 

 One ‘all-age” worship outline for the fourth Sunday of September 

 Sermon-starters 

 
PowerPoint presentations of the liturgies are available on the Green Church website or by 

emailing eira.clapton@wa.uca.org.au. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://blog.arocha.org/post/noah-beyond-the-blockbuster/
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Setting up the worship space for Sustainable September 

 The Tree 

The logo for the 2014 Sustainable September is a tree, with leaves made from 
the shapes of hands dipped in paint. This could be easily replicated for a feature during Sustainable 
September: 

 as a poster—inviting the children to add their hand prints to it each week  

 as an invitation for prayers – by asking the congregation to write prayers on pre-prepared hand 
shapes and then sticking them onto the tree poster 

 with a large bare branch in a pot – and then ask the congregation to attach labels on which 
they have written their promises to care for the earth 

 by planting a tree (or several trees) as a reminder to care for the earth 

 in Week 4 during the Prayers for Peace, the tree could become an olive tree, a symbol of peace 
and reconciliation.  

Go Outside 

 If the weather and the space are suitable try having worship outside one Sunday in September.  

 Have a ‘car free’ Sunday so you can take over part of the car park for worship. To do this you 
may need to arrange for car pooling so that fewer car spaces are required, but all those who 
need transport can still get to Church.  

 Move Church to a nearby oval or park.  You will need to think about seats for those who can’t 
sit on the grass, and whether amplification is required or not.  

 
 Take part of the worship outside – for example, go outside just for the intercessions. Invite 

people to look at the sky, the earth and the plants as they pray.  
 
Bring the natural world indoors 
You may feel that the weather and the outdoor spaces are not suitable for worship outside, but 
Sustainable September is a great time for bringing the outdoors into the worship space.  

 One congregation made a whole ‘stream bed’ in their worship space. Built on tarpaulins over 
the carpet, they laid down river rocks and set up potted plants to create a worship focus. 

 Make a feature of Western Australian native plants which are in flower during Spring. Use 
them in abundance around the worship space. 

 Find a recording made of natural bird song – play it during the worship time to help people 
imagine being outdoors in the bush 

 Provide everyone with a small cutting from a scented plant – eucalypt, rosemary, geraniums or 
herbs like thyme are all suitable. Ask the congregation to rub the leaves in their hands and 
smell the fragrance during the opening of worship. 

 Create a small ‘nature table” which the children can examine—you can ask them to help you 
find things for this, or have them ready as they come in. Have pieces of bark, rocks, perhaps a 
fish bowl and talk with them about caring for creation. 
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Taking our words and worship seriously 

 We encourage you as worship leaders and facilitators to help your community not just think 
about sustainability and care for creation, but put these ideas into practice. 

The Social Justice Unit of the WA Synod has resources to help local congregations become  more 
sustainable. Ask us about our Local Congregation Environment Policy and visit the                      
Green Church website for more ideas. You could try to add one extra sustainable practice to your 
congregation’s life each year – and build up a sustainable church bit by bit. It is not hard, and could 
even save money in the longer term!  

These websites can help individuals measure their carbon footprint (http://www.wwf.org.au/
our_work/people_and_the_environment/human_footprint/footprint_calculator/and make 
changes which will benefit the planet.  

http://www.livinggreener.gov.au/ A website set-up by the Australian government with lots of tips 
and resources for households.http://www.1millionwomen.com.au/ A website with this as its idea: 
“As women we decide about 85% of household purchases. If 1 million women all make one better 
choice, however small, it leads to real change. We are a community of women acting on climate 
change. Together, our choices and how we live make us powerful!” 

Further resources – for research and further reading 

Hope for Creation  
Join with Christians around Australia for a day of prayer and action on Creation 
Sunday 7 September.   http://hopeforcreation.com.au/  
Australian Religious Response to Climate Change  
Christian Climate Action Kits   http://www.arrcc.org.au/climate-action-kit  
Five Leaf Eco Awards  
An ecumenical environmental change program for churches – helping you to green 
your worship, buildings, congregation, outreach and leadership.  
http://fiveleafecoawards.org/  
National Energy Efficiency Network  
Resources for churches and not-for-profit organisations to reduce their energy usage  
http://neen.org.au/  
Protect the Renewable Energy Target (RET)  
One of the most important policies we have for shifting Australia towards renewable 
sources of energy and away from coal and gas is the Renewable Energy Target. Tell 
the Government to protect the RET.  
You can sign the petition at:  
http://www.solarcitizens.org.au/protecttheret  
Or increase your impact by writing to the Prime Minister or your local member of 
Parliament if you are in an electorate held by the Coalition. Find out who your 
member is and how to contact them at: http://www.aec.gov.au/ and go to the 
electorates tab.  
 
 

http://green.wa.uca.org.au/?page_id=972
http://www.wwf.org.au/our_work/people_and_the_environment/human_footprint/footprint_calculator/
http://www.wwf.org.au/our_work/people_and_the_environment/human_footprint/footprint_calculator/
http://www.livinggreener.gov.au/
http://www.1millionwomen.com.au/
http://hopeforcreation.com.au/
http://www.arrcc.org.au/climate-action-kit
http://fiveleafecoawards.org/
http://neen.org.au/
http://www.solarcitizens.org.au/protecttheret
http://www.aec.gov.au/


 6 

Greening Sacred Spaces 
 http://www.greeningsacredspaces.net/index.php? option=com_content&view=article&id=62&Itemid=23 
 
 Prayers for peace Each year on 21 September the World Council of Churches calls 
 churches and parishes to observe the International Day of Prayer for Peace.  The 21 
 September is also the United Nations’ sponsored International Day of Peace. It is 
 also the beginning of the Week of Prayer for Peace for Palestine and Israel. 
 War is a major cause of environmental destruction. The Prayers for Peace fit well 
 into our theme “For the earth and all its people”  
 Find our more here:  
http://pief.oikoumene.org/en/world-week-for-peace/what- you-can-do 
 
Translated documents on how to save energy available in many languages here:  
 http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/translations 
 

Is this urgent?  

Article from RenewEconomy.com.au - reprinted with permission 

 

Joe Hockey tried to manufacture a fiscal budget emergency when there wasn’t one, whilst the real 

budget emergency – the climate carbon budget emergency – remains hidden from view. 

The brutal reality we now face is that, practically speaking, there is no longer a “carbon budget” for 

burning fossil fuels while still achieving a two-degree Celsius (2°C) future; and the 2°C cap is now 

known to be dangerously too high. This challenges the international community’s climate policy-

making paradigm. 

 

That policy-making process has viewed up to 2°C of global warming as manageable, and largely 

achievable by international treaty and incremental, “win-win”, pain-free adjustments to economic 

incentives within neo-liberal, free-market economies.  But it is now clear that this strategy has run out 

of time. We all wish it had worked, but it hasn’t. There is no life left in it. Here’s why. 

 

Firstly, we are heading towards systems failure and a “great disruption” due to planetary limits and 

unbounded growth based on the unsustainable use of finite resources, as Paul Gilding has well 

demonstrated. And, says Gilding, company strategies and business models that have been working for 

generations are collapsing and there is now a necessary and “just but undeclared war” on coal 

conducted by the market as it better assesses risk and climate change, unleashing “creative 

destruction” on the fossil fuel sector that will strand assets and break companies.  In reality, it’s “win-

lose” because the sustainability frame is not good news for many businesses and parts of the 

economy. This is the tip of the iceberg if our socio-economic structures are to be remade in a fashion 

that provide a healthy future for people and planet. Gilding has pointed out that it is an illusion to 

think these contradictions can be resolved without large-scale disruption, yet that is precisely what the 

present policy-making paradigm assumes. 

 

Secondly, 2°C is not a safe target. It’s the boundary between dangerous and very dangerous, and 1°C 

higher than experienced during the whole of human civilisation. The last time greenhouse gas levels 

were as high as they are today, humans did not exist. This is an experiment we do not know the full 

result of. But we do know many major ecosystems will be lost, seas will rise many metres, swamping 

much of human civilisation. There is new evidence to suggest that the current conditions affecting the 

West Antarctic ice sheet are sufficient to drive between 1.2 and 4 metres of sea level rise, and 

evidence that Greenland will contribute more quickly than previously anticipated. 

http://www.greeningsacredspaces.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=62&Itemid=23
http://pief.oikoumene.org/en/world-week-for-peace/what-you-can-do
http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/translations
http://RenewEconomy.com.au
http://paulgilding.com/the-great-disruption/
http://reneweconomy.com.au/2014/the-global-energy-markets-moment-of-truth-42277
http://reneweconomy.com.au/2014/the-global-energy-markets-moment-of-truth-42277
http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/369/1934/20.full
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/339/6124/1198.abstract
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/339/6124/1198.abstract
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/326/5958/1394.abstract
http://www.nasa.gov/press/2014/may/nasa-uci-study-indicates-loss-of-west-antarctic-glaciers-appears-unstoppable
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Thirdly, there is no “carbon budget” left for burning fossils fuels. The Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC) and others have emphasised how much “burnable carbon” we have left, 

but this is a dangerous illusion. It is based on assumptions that don’t hold up in the real world. It 

assumes high risks of failure, does not account for the large on-going emissions associated with 

food production, and makes unrealistic assumptions about the stability of Arctic and other 

carbon stores. 

 

Management of catastrophic risk – such as warming of more than 2°C – demands very low 

probabilities of failures, particularly as irreversible outcomes are likely. If a risk-averse (pro-

safety) approach is applied – say, of less than 10% probability of exceeding the 2°C target – to 

carbon budgeting, there is simply no budget available, because it has already been used up.  A 

study from The Centre for Australian Weather and Climate Research shows that “the 

combination of a 2°C warming target with high probability of success is now unreachable” using 

the current suite of policy measures, because the budget has expired. 

 

As well, on-going greenhouse emissions associated with food production and deforestation are 

often conveniently pushed to one side in discussing carbon budgets. UK scientists have shown 

that if some reasonably optimistic assumptions are made about deforestation and food-related 

emissions for the rest of the century, then most emission reduction scenarios are incompatible 

with holding warming to 2°C , even with a high 50% probability of exceeding the target.  In other 

words, food and deforestation take up the remaining budget, leaving no space for fossil fuel 

emissions. 

 

In addition, the IPCC carbon budget analysis makes optimistic and risky assumptions about the 

stability of the Arctic, and of polar and other carbon stores such as permafrost. It uses modelling 

which does not include explicit representation of permafrost soil carbon decomposition in 

response to future warming, and does not consider slow feedbacks associated with vegetation 

changes and ice sheets.Recent research suggests these events could happen well below 2°C of 

warming, so they should be taken into account, but they are not. Accounting for the possible 

release of methane from melting permafrost and ocean sediment implies a substantially lower 

budget. 

 

With this understanding of the real carbon budget, we now have a choice to make. We can 

accept much higher levels of warming of 3–5°C that will destroy most species, most people and 

most of the world’s ecosystems; a set of impacts some more forthright scientists say are 

incompatible with the maintenance of human civilisation.  Or we can conceive of a safe-climate 

emergency-action approach which would aim to reduce global warming back to the range of 

conditions experienced during the last 10,000 years, the period of human civilisation and fixed 

settlement. 

 

This would involve fast and large emissions reduction through radical energy demand reductions, 

whilst a vast scaling-up of clean energy production was organised, together with the remaking of 

many of our essential systems such as transport and food production, with the target being zero 

http://www.cawcr.gov.au/publications/technicalreports/CTR_042.pdf
http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/366/1882/3863.abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22259152
http://reneweconomy.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/spratt-graph.jpg
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net emissions. In addition, there would need to be a major commitment to atmospheric carbon 

dioxide drawdown measures. This would need to be done at a speed and scale more akin to the 

“war economy”, where social and economic priority is given to what is perceived to be an 

overwhelming existential threat. 

 

After 30 years of climate policy and action failure, we are in deep trouble and now have to throw 

everything we can muster at the climate challenge. This will be demanding and disruptive, 

because there are no longer any non-radical, incremental paths available. 

 

Prof. Kevin Anderson and Dr Alice Bows, writing in the journal Nature, say that “any contextual 

interpretation of the science demonstrates that the threshold of 2°C is no longer viable, at least 

within orthodox political and economic constraints” and that “catastrophic and ongoing failure of 

market economics and the laissez-faire rhetoric accompanying it (unfettered choice, 

deregulation and so on) could provide an opportunity to think differently about climate change”. 

Anderson says there is no longer a non-radical option, and for developed economies to play an 

equitable role in holding warming to 2°C (with 66% probability), emissions compared to 1990 

levels would require at least a 40% reduction by 2018, 70% reduction by 2024, and 90% by 2030. 

This would require “in effect a Marshall plan for energy supply”. As well low-carbon supply 

technologies cannot deliver the necessary rate of emission reductions and they need to be 

complemented with rapid, deep and early reductions in energy consumption, what he calls a 

radical emission reduction strategy. All this suggests that even holding warming to a too-high 2°C 

limit now requires an emergency approach. 

 

Emergency action has proven fair and necessary for great social and economic challenges we 

have faced before. Call it the great disruption, the war economy, emergency mode, or what you 

like; the story is still the same, and it is now the only remaining viable path. 
http://reneweconomy.com.au/2014/real-budget-emergency-myth-burnable-carbon-
88048 
 

How to raise our voice—focusing on the effects of climate change 

and raising sea level 
By Siobhan Marren, Dr Miriam Pepper  & Cath James. Thanks to the Assembly’s Uniting Justice 
team for permission to reproduce this.  

 
Here are five easy ideas for taking action.  
1) Film screening  

Hold a screening at your church of “There Once Was an Island”, a documentary 
about the small atoll of Takuu in the southwest Pacific, part of the Autonomous 
Region of Bougainville which is in turn part of Papua New Guinea. Takuu is 
already experiencing firsthand the devastating impacts of climate change.  
http://www.thereoncewasanisland.com/  
1http://www.garnautreview.org.au/pdf/Garnaut_Chapter7.pdf  

2) Support UnitingWorld  
Take up a collection in support of UnitingWorld’s Pacific climate change 
response program. Your funds will go to church-based community education 
programs enabling grassroots communities in the Pacific to adapt to and 
manage the increasing impacts of climate change.  
http://tinyurl.com/uworldpacific  

3) Go “fossil-free” with your money  
Ensuring your money is not supporting excessive fossil fuel development is one 
way we can help make change.  Consider shifting your money into:  
UCA Funds Management http://ucafunds.com.au/  
or Uniting Financial Services  http://unitingfinancial.com.au/.  
Both of these fund managers have made a strong commitment not to invest in 
fossil fuels.  Of course, you should also consider whether to take personal 

http://www.nature.com/nclimate/journal/v2/n9/full/nclimate1646.html
http://reneweconomy.com.au/2014/real-budget-emergency-myth-burnable-carbon-88048
http://reneweconomy.com.au/2014/real-budget-emergency-myth-burnable-carbon-88048
http://ucafunds.com.au/
http://unitingfinancial.com.au/
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financial advice before making any investment decision.  For more information 
on divestment and switching your super funds see:  Hope for Creation  http://
hopeforcreation.com.au/act/  

4) Support Pacific led climate change leadership  
Support the campaign to promote the candidacy of Kiribati’s President Anote Tong 
for the Nobel Peace Prize. More info: http://www.tongnpp.info/  

 
5) Pray for the success of the Climate Summit 2014 September 

 
“I challenge you to bring to the Summit bold pledges. Innovate, scale-up, co-
operate and deliver concrete action that will close the emissions gap and put 
us on track for an ambitious legal agreement through the UNFCCC process.” 

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
 

As part of a global effort to mobilise action and ambition on climate change, United Nations 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is inviting Heads of State and Government along with business, 

finance, civil society and local leaders to a Climate Summit in September 2014, New York. 

This Summit will be a different kind of Climate Summit. It is aimed at catalysing action by 

governments, business, finance, industry, and civil society in areas for new commitments and 

substantial, scalable and replicable contributions to the Summit that will help the world shift 

toward a low-carbon economy. 

 

The Summit will come one year before countries aim to conclude a global climate agreement in 

2015 through the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Although the 2014 

Climate Summit is not part of the negotiating process, countries have recognised the value of the 

Summit, including by welcoming the Secretary-General’s efforts in a Decision of the Doha climate 

conference in 2012. 

 

By catalysing action on climate change prior to the UNFCCC Climate Change Conference in 2015, 

the Secretary-General intends to build a solid foundation on which to anchor successful 

negotiations and sustained progress on the road to reducing emissions and strengthening 

adaptation strategies. 

Read more at:  
http://www.un.org/climatechange/summit2014/ 

 
Join the petition here: 
https://secure.avaaz.org/en/join_to_change_everything/?beLTudb&v=41253 
 
END 

 

http://hopeforcreation.com.au/act/
http://hopeforcreation.com.au/act/
http://www.tongnpp.info/
http://www.un.org/climatechange/summit2014/
https://secure.avaaz.org/en/join_to_change_everything/?beLTudb&v=41253

