
Welcome to our Sustainable September resource for 2016. 

We know that Western Australia is a unique and ancient land, full 

of irreplaceable  flora and fauna. It is our home, and whether we 

are part of the Indigenous community with links here for up to 

60,000 years, or part of the more recent community, we rely on 

this place for our wellbeing. 

Here are some facts about our home: 

 The majority of Australia’s 15 biodiversity hotspots are in WA! 

Check out this site for more details: http://

www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/conservation/hotspots/

national-biodiversity-hotspots 

 We know that a significant number of our flora and fauna have 

become extinct or are endangered. One of these is our Banksia 

woodland, which is under threat from the suburban sprawl.  Read 

more here:  

https://theconversation.com/ecocheck-perths-banksia-
woodlands-are-in-the-path-of-the-sprawling-city-59911.   
Another endangered species is the Carnably’s Black Cockatoo:  
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/

publications/factsheet-carnabys-black-cockatoo-calyptorhynchus-

latirostris 

Here is a  short list of some of the many reasons why we need to 

bring our emissions to net zero as quickly as possible:  

http://reneweconomy.com.au/2016/five-indisputable-reasons-

why-we-need-to-hit-net-zero-emissions-asap-41848 

A C T I N G  T O  B U I L D  U P  R E S I L I E N C E  I N  O U R  W A  

E N V I R O N M E N T  

The good news is that there are many people who are working to 

build more resiliency and preparedness into our local 

communities so we can live well into the future. 

 Gardening Australia Presenter Josh Byrne has built a 
sustainable home to show us what is possible with good 
sustainable design. Read more here:  http://
joshshouse.com.au/about-the-project/ 

 Professor Peter Newman has been advocating for a better, 
more sustainable city. “It is feasible to imagine Perth being 
a far more interesting, lively and sustainable city. Not a 
bogan hang out, but the model of a sustainable future. Civil 
society has demonstrated how this can be done in relation 
to the environment and transport—the challenge is to have 
the same impact on the way we live. Planning for city 
centres rather than endless sprawl is the next step. Perth 
can become a sustainable, polycentric city and a model for 

the 21st. Read more here: http://www.abc.net.au/

radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/perth:-the-rise-of-a-
sustainable-city/6080842 

 Each year thousands of West Aussies participate in Clean 
Up Australia day, in Men of the Trees planting days and in 
environmental action groups.  

Taking care of 

our home is 

personal to us, 

to our children 

and 

grandchildren. 

Scientists are 

telling us that 

we need to do 

better at 

protecting our 

environment for 

the future.  

It is time to act.  
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P A G E  2  

Sustainability 

is about  

meeting the 

needs of the 

present 

generation 

without       

compromising 

the ability of 

future 

generations 

to meet their 

needs.   

 

 Churches who have taken action and received awards as a 
result. 

Ross Memorial Church https://fiveleafecoawards.org/churches-involved/ross-

memorial-uniting-church-wa/ 

Star Street Uniting Church https://fiveleafecoawards.org/churches-involved/21-2/ 
 

T H I S  I S  S O M E T H I N G  W E  C A N  A L L  A G R E E  O N  

In its first public statement in 1977, the Uniting Church in     

Australia expressed what would be an abiding concern with the 

wellbeing of the planet for the rights of future generations. In 

part, this statement read: “we are concerned with the basic  

human rights of future generations and will urge the wise use 

of energy, the protection of the environment and the            

replenishment of the earth’s resources for their use and       

enjoyment.” 

Caring for creation is a key Christian task. Rather than setting 

ourselves a new set of ‘green laws’ which we feel guilty about 

when we fall short, we are inspired to act in love by the action 

of love shown us in Jesus.  We are concerned with the basic  

human rights of future generations and will urge the wise use 

of energy, the protection of the environment and the 

replenishment of the earth's resources for their use and 

enjoyment.  

The natural environment is, however, not merely a resource for 

the benefit of human beings, but has intrinsic value as part of 

God's good creation. In 1991, the Uniting Church declared that, 

“Nature has a right to the protection of its eco-systems,       

species, and populations in their interconnectedness.”  If even 

the rocks can cry out in praise of Jesus (Luke 19:40), let us join 

all of creation in worshipping our Creator by caring for the 

earth which is God’s creation!  The celebration of Sustainable 

September brings us back year after year to pray and work for 

a world for all to share, both now and in the future. We join 

with other Churches around the world who also focus on the 

environment in worship during September. Some call it the 

“Season of Creation” or “Creation time”.  

 

The Uniting Church has been concerned with the wise use of 

energy and the need to protect the earth for future generations 

since its inception in 1977. In 2006 it declared climate change a 

“serious threat to the future and integrity of life on earth”. In 

2009, in its statement An Economy of Life, the Uniting Church 

called for a reimagining of our social and economic systems to 

prioritise human and ecological wellbeing ahead of profits for 

corporations and increasing wealth for the few. 
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Rev Elenie Poulos, national director of UnitingJustice 

Australia, said, “Pope Francis rightly points to the need to 

urgently curb the consumerism, greed and unchecked 

economic growth that is driving our global economy. “It is 

a powerful global call to action that will be difficult for 

some political leaders to hear. Yet, we desperately need 

leadership on climate change here in Australia”. 

  

“We have called on the Government to reconsider its 

position on climate change, better support renewable 

energy and take a strong emissions reduction target of at 

least 40% of 2000 levels by 2020 to the international 

negotiations in Paris later this year [2015]”. 

  

Rev  Dutney said, “As one of the world's major  producers 

of greenhouse gas emissions on a per capita basis, 

Australia must acknowledge that it has a responsibility to 

reduce our reliance on fossil fuels. Many of our Pacific 

neighbours are already feeling the devastating effects of 

climate change – we must do all we can to help them.  

“We stand with Pope Francis’ call for ‘a new dialogue 

about how we are shaping the future of our planet’ and 

to wealthy nations to take their share of the            

responsibility to urgently curb their emissions. As long as 

we remain prepared to abuse the atmosphere and entire 

ecosystems for the sake of short-term economic gain for 

a few, we undermine our own future and further 

condemn millions already living in poverty. There can be 

no security for humanity without a healthy planet.” 

  

In 2015, the Assembly of the Uniting Church resolved to 

divest from corporations engaged in the extraction of 

fossil fuels, recognising that “with national governments 

reluctant to take difficult  decisions, it falls to us as 

members of the body of Christ to show leadership in 

taking action to reduce damaging pollution.” This 

resolution followed similar decisions on divestment by 

the Synod of NSW and ACT and the Synod of Victoria and 

Tasmania and Western Australia.  

  

UnitingWorld, the Church’s international aid agency, is  

working with partner churches across the Pacific to 

support vulnerable communities, including funding a 

Climate Change Support Worker in Tuvalu. 

 



W H A T  C A N  W E  F I N D  I N  T H E  

S U S T A I N A B L E  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 6  

R E S O U R C E S ?  

 

In this kit you will find: 

 four weeks of liturgical resources for the four Sundays 

of September—including  suggested hymns 

 one ‘all-age” worship outline  

 sermon-notes 

 one extra liturgical resource for a special “Blessing of 

the Animals” service 

 

PowerPoint presentations of the liturgies are available on 

the EcoChurch website http://ecochurcheswa.net/worship-

resources/ or by emailing  

eira.clapton@wa.uca.org.au. 
 

H O W  S H O U L D  W E  S E T  U P  T H E  W O R S H I P  S P A C E  

F O R  S U S T A I N A B L E  S E P T E M B E R ?  

The logo for the 2016 Sustainable September is a coral reef 

 
 

 In the worship space – line a wall with blue paper. Ask the 

children to colour in and cut out fish and corals to put 

on the paper as a mural for worship 

 Print the picture as a poster—and display prominently. 

 Use the  mural  as a place for prayers – by asking the 

congregation to write prayers on paper and as they 

pray them. 
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“To catch the 

reader's attention, 

place an 

interesting 

sentence or quote 

from the story 

here.” 

http://ecochurcheswa.net/worship-resources/
http://ecochurcheswa.net/worship-resources/
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Go Outside 

 If the weather and the space are suitable try having worship 

outside one Sunday in September.  

 Have a ‘car free’ Sunday so you can take over part of the car 

park for worship. To do this you may need to arrange for 

car pooling so that fewer car spaces are required, but still 

ensure that all those who need transport can still get to 

Church.  

 Move Church to a nearby oval or park.  You will need to think 

about seats for those who can’t sit on the grass, and 

whether amplification is required or not.  Are you near a 

beach? Could you take  church to the beach on one         

Sunday? 

 Take part of the worship outside – for example, go outside just 

for the intercessions. Invite people to look at the sky, the 

earth and the plants as they pray.  

 

Bring the natural world indoors 

Sustainable September is a great time for bringing the outdoors 

into the worship space.  One congregation made a whole ‘stream 

bed’ in their worship space. Built on tarpaulins over the carpet, 

they laid down river rocks and set up potted plants to create a 

worship focus. 

 Make a feature of Western Australian native plants which are in 

flower during spring. Use them in abundance around the 

worship space. 

 Find a recording made of natural birdsong – play it during the 

worship time to help people imagine being outdoors in the 

bush. 

 Provide everyone with a small cutting from a scented plant – 

eucalypt, rosemary, geraniums or herbs like thyme are all 

suitable. Ask the congregation to rub the leaves in their 

hands and smell the fragrance during the opening of 

worship. 

 Create a small nature table which the children can examine —

you can ask them to help you find things for this, or have 

them ready as they come in. Have pieces of bark, rocks, 

perhaps a fish bowl and talk with them about caring for 

creation. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

The Uniting 

Church Centre 

89-89 Edward St 

Perth 6000 

Phone: 9260 9800 

Fax: 9328 2731 

E-mail: eira.clapton@wa.uca.org.au  

  

W H A T  P R A C T I C A L  

T H I N G S  C A N  W E  D O  

N O W ?  

It makes a difference, when we 

choose to act in planet-caring 

ways. We are building resilience 

in our community, showing the 

way to a new future! 

 Reduce the amount of 
single use plastic we use   
We can take our own 
lunch in reusable boxes –
get a re-usable coffee cup 
for takeaway coffee, 
avoid buying food and 
drink in plastic bottles 
where possible.  

 Walk, ride or take public 
transport to remove one 
or more car trips per 
week. 

 Have a bike rack on the 
Church grounds. 

 Publicise the route 
number for the bus 
nearest to your Church, in 
all your media.  

 Send the Church 
newsletter out by email 
and print less paper 
copies. When printing, 
use recycled copy paper.  

 Buy recycled toilet paper! 

 Use air-conditioning less! 
Keep it for the important 
days (we all know what 
our WA summer is like). 
Unless it is really hot or 
cold, use fans, open 
windows, curtains to 
regulate the heat. 

 When you are renovating 
or replacing systems in 
your home or church, go 
for low-energy recyclable 
materials and systems like 
low-flow shower heads 
and toilets, LED lights.  

O U R  G R A T E F U L  T H A N K S  T O  

T H O S E  W H O  A S S I S T E D  W I T H  T H E  

2 0 1 6  R E S O U R C E :  

These resources have been created by the 

Uniting Church Synod of Western 

Australia  

Rev Dr Bill Loader 

Dr Miriam Pepper 

Rev Dr Jason John 

Brenton Prigge 

Janine McDonald from the First Third Unit 

Geoff Bice 

Rev Eira Clapton 

 

A C T I N G  O U T  O U R  C A R E  F O R  T H E   

E N V I R O N M E N T  

Ask us about our Local Congregation Environment 
Policy and visit the  EcoChurch website at http://
ecochurcheswa.net/worship-resources/  for more 
ideas. You could try to add one extra sustainable 
practice to your congregation’s life each year – and 
build -up a sustainable church bit by bit. It is not 
hard, and could even save money in the longer 
term!  

http://ecochurcheswa.net/worship-resources/
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