
Week One  Sep 4 2016  

WELCO ME AND GREETING :  

 
Introduction to WORSHIP:  

In the South West of WA the Nyoongar seasonal calendar includes 

six different seasons:  Birak, Bunuru, Djeran,         Makuru, Djilba 

and Kambarang. Each of these marks the changing of the seasons 

as it relates to plants, animals and other indicators.  According to 

this Nyoongar calendar,      August–September is called Djilba - 

Growing season (season of conception).  Djilba is a transitional 

time of the year, with some very cold and clear days combining 

with warmer, rainy and windy days mixing with the occasional 

sunny day or two. 

This is the start of the massive flowering explosion that    happens 

in the South West. This starts with the yellow flowering plants 

such as the Acacias. Traditionally, the main food sources included 

many of the land based grazing animals as in the season before. 

These included the Yongar (kangaroo), the Waitj (emu) and the 

Koomal (possum). Animals and birds are nesting, and giving birth 

(from http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/nyoongar/). 

 

Together we start our Sustainable September journey, as we 

mark this “Djiiba – growing season” let us pray for our place in 

this earth, and its care and protection.  

 

PRAYER: 

L: Loving God, father and mother of us all, 

You have given us a world to wonder and delight in,  

And we praise you for your creation. 

As we contemplate our lives in response to your generosity,  

Help us to be grateful . 

Amen. 

SONG:  Together in Song Hymn 156 – Morning has broken or  

Australian Hymn Book 91 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 

L: Creator of the earth and all living things, author of life, source 

of all meaning, you made a universe of infinite complexity and 

beauty and entrusted us humans with the care of a tiny jewel 

called Earth.  

All: We are your servant people, created out of the clay of the 

earth itself.  

L: We forget that we are your creatures and we play at being 

gods.  

All: We neglect the work of stewardship that you have provided 

Taking care of 

our home is 

personal to us, 

to our children 

and 

grandchildren. 

Scientists are 

telling us that 

we need to do 

better at 

protecting our 

environment for 

the future.  

It is time to act.  

http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/nyoongar/
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Sustainability 

is about  

meeting the 

needs of the 

present 

generation 

without       

compromising 

the ability of 

future 

generations 

to meet their 

needs.   

 

for our occupation and our joy.  

We have used, abused, and abandoned those things that you have 

created for your delight.  

L: You have created a fragile world in a perfect and delicate balance.  

All: Thinking too much of our own importance, we have upset the 

balance, acting with craven disregard for the complex ecosystems 

we barely understand.  

All: For unrestrained economic growth,  

For conspicuous consumption,  

For always wanting more,  

For not thinking through the consequences,  

For not caring for future generations,  

For blind indifference,  

Forgive us our failing. 

  

SONG:   TOGETHER IN SONG Hymn 176 – The sounds in God’s world  

or  

AHB 3 All Creatures of our God and King 

 

READINGS:   

Choose from these readings in the Lectionary: 

Jer 18:1-11  

Psalm 139:1-6 

Philemon 1-21 

Lk 14:25-33 

 

SONG:  Together in Song   Hymn 416 – Great God, your Spirit, like the 

wind  OR AHB 455 Be thou my vision ( in AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK)  

  

OFFERING:   

As followers of Jesus who became poor that many may be enriched, 

let us offer gifts in money and in kind for the church’s mission of care. 

 

PRAYER: 

Almighty God, you care for those who starve and are cast out, we 

dedicate ourselves afresh to offer compassionate care as we offer 

these gifts in your service. Help your church to seek out and save the 

lost, following our good shepherd in the world today. 

AMEN 

 

SERMON: 

Thoughts from Revd Dr Bill Loader: 

Jeremiah’s image of the potter smashing the shape and starting it 
anew is a threat. The threat is trying to persuade Israel to change its 
ways. Though often used to evoke a sense of submission and trust as 
warm malleable clay, the image serves desperate confrontation. 
Desperate confrontation (but not violence) is sometimes called for 
when waste and greed become entrenched. Future disaster, not from 
an angry god, but from the consequences of the thoughtless using up 
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of resources, does indeed threaten. People need to wake up. 
The Psalmists reflects in awe on God’s knowledge of who we 
are as something wonderful. That sense of being known and 
being connected links us not only to God but to all God’s 
creatures and to the world in which we live. Out of that sense 
of oneness we are liable to develop awareness of what hurts 
and harms our world and its people. 
The cost of compassion will mean for Philemon loosening his 
hold on his slave. It can also mean loosening the hold which 
family systems have on us, especially where they have 
developed wasteful patterns of use of water, electricity, fossil 
fuels, not to speak of unnecessary indulgences that amount to 
being sucked in by advertisers promising new highs. Spend, but 
spend well. Plan, but plan well in ways that are truly loving 
both for others and oneself. 

 

THOUGHTS –ON TH E GOSPEL  

In relation to Lk 14:25-33 note:  

1. In 1988, the World Council of Churches launched its Climate 
Change Program to promote the transformation of 
socioeconomic structures and personal lifestyle choices that 
contribute to global warming. Read more here 
http://fore.yale.edu/religion/christianity/projects/wcc_jpc/ 

 

2. “In the last 28 years we have had many warnings about the 
urgency and the importance of changing our carbon budget in 
order to safeguard the planet for catastrophic global warming. 
Now we have less time to make the changes we need to make.  
 

“We do not own the world, nor yet have freeholder rights but 
those of caretakers. God has temporarily placed it in our care 
as trustees for the benefit of future generations. We humans 
are tenants and stewards, responsible to our Maker for our 
stewardship. We have to recognise that its resources are finite 
and hand it on to the next generation in life-sustaining order. 
Have we been good stewards of creation? Let’s admit it - on 
our watch we have lived more and more comfortable lives 
without realizing that our use of carbon fuels was creating  
global warming. The native Americans and other Aboriginal 
peoples had the wisdom to understand that the Earth does not 
belong to us, rather we depend on the Earth. But do we realise 
it?” (From Eco-congregation internet site ‘Walking More 
Lightly’.) 
 
3. “It is becoming more and more urgent. Time has almost 
run out to get emissions down. That’s the real             
emergency”. Professor Stefan Rahmstorf, of Germany’s 
Potsdam   Institute for Climate Impact Research said “We are 
in a kind of climate emergency now,” https://www.theguardian.com/

environment/planet-oz/2016/mar/18/welcome-to-the-climate-emergency-youre-about-20-years-late 

 

Jesus invites us to count the cost of being a disciple, but not to 
give up. The challenge of climate change is now – and we 
must act now. 

http://fore.yale.edu/religion/christianity/projects/wcc_jpc/
http://resources.holycovenant.org.au/docs/sermons/2011/Sermon_2011-02-13.pdf
http://resources.holycovenant.org.au/docs/sermons/2011/Sermon_2011-02-13.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/planet-oz/2016/mar/18/welcome-to-the-climate-emergency-youre-about-20-years-late
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/planet-oz/2016/mar/18/welcome-to-the-climate-emergency-youre-about-20-years-late


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

As members of the community that proclaims Christ the            
embodiment of peace, we respond to the call to bring the divine 
gift of peace into contemporary contexts. 
We join the Way of Christ, which requires both movement        
towards the goal and commitment to the journey.  
We invite people of all worldviews and religious traditions to   
consider the goal and to share of their journeys. 
We must be responsible to those who have gone before us,    
living in ways that honor the wisdom of our ancestors and the 
witness of the saints in Christ.  
We also have a responsibility to those who are the future: our 
children, “tomorrow people”. Our children deserve to inherit a 
more just and peaceful and sustainable world. 
To care for God’s precious gift of creation and to strive for      
ecological justice are key principles of just peace. 
For us who are Christians, they are also an expression of the     
gospel’s call to repent from wasteful use of natural resources and 
be converted daily. 
 
Churches and their members must be cautious with earth’s 

resources, especially with water.  

 

We must protect the populations most vulnerable to climate 

change and help to secure their rights. 

These are our life’s goals. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

Adaptation of the Lord’s Prayer 

Eternal Spirit, 

Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Love-Maker,  

source of all that is and that shall be,    

Father and Mother of us all, 

loving God, in whom is heaven. 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and 
come on earth! 
With the bread that we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power  
that is love, now and forever. Amen. 
    (By Jim Cotter) 

 

THE PEACE: 

Offer to each other a sign of peace.  
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To care for 

God’s 

precious gift 

of creation 

and to strive 

for ecological 

justice are key 

principles of 

just peace. 
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SONG: Together in Song Hymn 422 Come Holy Spirit Come or  

486 O Thou who camest from above (Alternative AUSTRALIAN HYMN 

BOOK) 

 

WORD OF MISSION: 

Twentieth-century Presbyterian theologian and writer Frederick 
Buechner has written, “The grace of God means something like: Here is 
your life. You might never have been, but you are because the party 
wouldn’t have been complete without you. Here is the world. Beautiful 
and terrible things will happen. Don’t be afraid. I am with you. Nothing 
can ever separate us. It’s for you I created the universe. I love you. 
There’s only one catch. Like any other gift, the gift of grace can be 
yours only if you’ll reach out and take it. Maybe being able to reach out 
and take it is a gift too.” 
  
BLESSING 

May the Father and Mother God, who fed the children with bread and 
honey in the wilderness, strengthen you in your pilgrimage to the 
Promised Land.  Amen. 
May the Son, who gave his flesh for food and his blood for drink, keep 
you in eternal life and raise you up on the last day.  Amen. 
May the Holy Spirit, who leads us into all truth, help you discern the 
body of Christ and empower you to proclaim Jesus death until he 
comes.  Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

God, you created the world and sent your own Son to live among us, 
made of the same stuff, breathing the same air, marvelling at sunrise 
and sunset just as we do. Help us to participate in the life around and 
within us as your life, as you living in us and we living in you and in 
each other. God of love and life, restore us to your peace, renew us 
through your power and teach us to love all that you have created and 
to care for the earth as your gift and our home. Amen 



 

The Uniting 

Church Centre 

89-89 Edward St 

Perth 6000 

Phone: 9260 9800 

Fax: 9328 2731 

E-mail: eira.clapton@wa.uca.org.au  

  

W H A T  P R A C T I C A L  

T H I N G S  C A N  W E  D O  

N O W ?  

It makes a difference, when 

we choose to act in planet-

caring ways. We are building 

resilience in our  community, 

showing the way to a new 

future! 

 Reduce the amount of 
single use plastic we use   
We can take our own 
lunch in reusable boxes 
–get a re-usable coffee 
cup for takeaway coffee, 
avoid buying food and 
drink in plastic bottles 
where possible. 

 Walk, ride or take public 
transport to remove one 
or more car trips per 
week. 

 Have a bike rack on the 
Church grounds. 

 Publicise the route 
number for the bus 
nearest to your Church, 
in all your media.  

 Send the Church 
newsletter out by email 
and print less paper 
copies. When printing, 
use recycled copy paper.  

 Buy recycled toilet 
paper! 

 Use air-conditioning 
less! Keep it for the 
important days (we all 
know what our WA 
summer is like).  

 When renovating or 
replacing systems in 
your home or church, go 
for low-energy 
recyclable materials and 
systems like low-flow 
shower heads and 
toilets, LED lights.  

O U R  G R A T E F U L  T H A N K S  T O  

T H O S E  W H O  A S S I S T E D  W I T H  T H E  
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