
Taking care of 

our home is 

personal to us, 

to our children 

and 

grandchildren. 

Scientists are 

telling us that 

we need to do 

better at 

protecting our 

environment 

for the future.  

It is time to 

act.  

Week 3 Sep 18 2016  
W E L C O M E  A N D  G R E E T I N G :  

 

C A L L  T O  W O R S H I P :  

We gather together to celebrate the joy in our lives. 
God's love fills our hearts to overflowing with laughter. 
We gather, in God's presence, to find comfort and hope for 
our pain. 
God's grace wipes away our tears and knits us together as 
one people. 
We gather together, in God's presence, to worship God in 
faith and truth. 
Alleluia! Amen!  
http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.au/2010/09/25th-

sunday-in-ordinary-timeproper-20-c.html 

 

S O N G :    

Together in Song  107: Sing praise and thanksgiving, let all 

creatures living 

(also in AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 25) 

 

P R A Y E R  O F  C O N F E S S I O N :  

Before we speak, God knows our needs, yet our words open 

our hearts to God's grace. Let us prepare ourselves for God's 

healing as, in words and silence, we tell of all that separates 

us from God and one another. Please join me as we pray: 

 

First of all, Everlasting God, we must confess how we have 

not lived as your people. We serve many masters - work, 

wealth, power, addictions - yet find no hope in them. We 

hear the cries of the poor, and shut the doors of our hearts 

to them. We ridicule those who expose their hopes and 

dreams to us. 

Forgive us, Compassion's Heart, and heal us of our 

brokenness. Make us well, so that by our healing, we might 

be the hope and love others need in their lives, even as 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, brought these gifts to us, 

calling us to be faithful with the grace, peace, and joy 

entrusted to us.  

 

 

S I L E N C E  I S  K E P T  

 

 

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.au/2010/09/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-timeproper-20-c.html
http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.au/2010/09/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-timeproper-20-c.html


P A G E  2  

Sustainability 

is about  

meeting the 

needs of the 

present 

generation 

without       

compromising 

the ability of 

future 

generations 

to meet their 

needs.  

 

 A S S U R A N C E  O F  P A R D O N  

Now that we have let go of the pain, the bitterness, the anger 

of our lives, let us be kind, tender-hearted, and gentle 

towards each other, forgiving as God has forgiven us. 

We are God's beloved children, and will model God's grace 

and love in our hearts. Thanks be to God!  

We are forgiven! Amen.  

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.au/2010/09/25th-sunday-in-

ordinary-timeproper-20-c.html 

  

S O N G :    

Together in Song 227 When morning gilds the skies OR 151 in 

AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK”  

 

O F F E R I N G  

With our offering, let us continue to faithfully provide for 

every good work and word. 

Prayer for the offering 

Lord Jesus you are faithful in all things. We make an offering 

of the lesser things, so that your people may attend to 

greater things and bring glory to you. AMEN 

 

R E A D I N G S :  

C H O O S E  F R O M  T H E S E :   

Jer 8: 18-9:1 

Psalm 79 

1 Tim 2:1-7 

Luke 16:1-13 

 

S O N G :    

Together in Song 253 O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr or 

Alternative 133 Come let us Join with Cheerful songs, in the 

Australian Hymn Book. 

  

S E R M O N :  

Commentary by Dr Bill Loader 

Jeremiah’s grief at the distress of his people is far from the 

experience of most of us, but not from others. Imagining 

ourselves into the situation, both of those who do live on the 

edge and of future generations is important. It can inform 

our decision-making about how we live now, how best to 

preserve resources and provide for sustainable development 

that will benefit those who come after us. Psalm 79 also 

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.au/2010/09/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-timeproper-20-c.html
http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.au/2010/09/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-timeproper-20-c.html


P A G E  3  

mourns the devastation of the Babylonian invasion and the 

temple’s destruction in 586 BCE.  

Ensconced in the power structures of the empire, the author of 1 

Timothy portrays Paul as urging prayer for those who rule. That 

can be a first step to religion subordinating itself to interests of 

rulers, but it can also remind us that politicians are people, too, 

who have chosen a less mercenary option than would have been 

open to most, who need respect and encouragement not ridicule. 

  

Perhaps Jesus’ puzzling parable was originally Jesus’ defence 

against the accusation that he had no right to write off people’s 

sins. Its ambiguity inspired reflection on wealth. Wealth should 

rule not us but we, wealth, from God’s perspective, which will 

always be confrontingly generous. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

We are a Pilgrim People  

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

We proclaim Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen One, 

confessing him as Lord 

to the glory of God the Father. 

In the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

we acclaim Jesus as the Lord of the Church, 

the Head over all things, 

the beginning of a new creation. 

We acknowledge that we live and work 

between the time of Christ’s death and resurrection 

and the final consummation of all things 

which he will bring. 

We are a pilgrim people, 

always on the way towards a promised goal; 

on the way Christ feeds us with word and sacraments, 

and we have the gift of the Spirit 

in order that we may not lose the way. 

We will live and work within the faith and unity 

of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

bearing witness to that unity 

which is both Christ’s gift and his will. 

We affirm that every member of the Church 

is engaged to confess the faith of Christ crucified. 

Together with all the people of God, 

we will serve the world for which Christ died. 

And we await with hope the day of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Amen 

(from Uniting in Worship 2) 



P A G E  4  

To care for 

God’s precious 

gift of creation 

and to strive for 

ecological 

justice are key 

principles of just 

peace. 

 

 

S U G G E S T E D  S P E C I A L  O F F E R I N G :    

Rev Dr Bill Loader comments on the reading for today: “Wealth 

should not rule us but we, wealth. God’s generosity is 

confrontingly generous.” 

Please consider a collection for an environmental charity of your 

choice. 

Let us now collect our offerings.  

 

P R A Y E R S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E :  

We come to the One who inspires our prayers, who desires 

everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth  

For the leaders of the world (pause)* let people say their own 

prayers either aloud or spoken quietly after each petition 

We seek your guidance and help 

 

For those in authority in our nation* 

We seek your guidance and help 

 

For those who must make decisions* 

We seek your guidance and help 

 

For those who feel as though they have no power* 

We seek your guidance and help 

 

For those who have gone wrong and are finding it difficult to get 

back to the straight path* 

We seek your guidance and help 

 

For ourselves, that we might choose rightly* 

We seek your guidance and help 

Through Christ, amen  

  

T H E  P E A C E :  

Offer to each other a sign of peace.  

  

SONG:   

Together in Song 651 Take, take off your shoes, you’re standing 

on holy ground…OR  

Alternative AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK  518 From thee all skill and 

science flow 

 

 

 

P A G E  4  
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W O R D  O F  M I S S I O N :  

“No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate 

the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” (Lk 

16:13) 

 
B L E S S I N G  

“Stand at the crossroads, and look, and ask for the ancient 

paths, where the good way lies; and walk in it, and find rest 

for your souls." (Jeremiah 6:16), 

And the Blessing of God, the presence of Jesus and the 

empowering of the Holy Spirit will be with us all. Amen. 

 

Response: We are standing at a crossroads. Together let us 

seek the good way and find rest for all of God's creation. 
 

SONG (your choice)  



 

The Uniting 

Church Centre 

89-89 Edward St 

Perth 6000 

Phone: 9260 9800 

Fax: 9328 2731 

E-mail: eira.clapton@wa.uca.org.au  

W H A T  P R A C T I C A L  

T H I N G S  C A N  W E  D O  

N O W ?  

It makes a difference, when we 

choose to act in planet-caring 

ways. We are building resilience 

in our community, showing the 

way to a new future! 

 Reduce the amount of 
single use plastic we use   
We can take our own 
lunch in reusable boxes –
get a re-usable coffee cup 
for takeaway coffee, 
avoid buying food and 
drink in plastic bottles 
where possible. 

 Walk, ride or take public 
transport to remove one 
or more car trips per 
week. 

 Have a bike rack on the 
Church grounds. 

 Publicise the route 
number for the bus 
nearest to your Church, in 
all your media.  

 Send the Church 
newsletter out by email 
and print less paper 
copies. When printing, 
use recycled copy paper.  

 Buy recycled toilet paper! 

 Use air-conditioning less! 
Keep it for the important 
days (we all know what 
our WA summer is like). 
Unless it is really hot or 
cold, use fans, open 
windows, curtains to 
regulate the heat. 

 When you are renovating 
or replacing systems in 
your home or church, go 
for low-energy recyclable 
materials and systems like 
low-flow shower heads 
and toilets, LED lights.  

O U R  G R A T E F U L  T H A N K S  

T O  T H O S E  W H O  

A S S I S T E D  W I T H  T H E  

2 0 1 6  R E S O U R C E :  

These resources have been 

created by the Uniting Church 

Synod of Western  Australia  

Rev Dr Bill Loader 

Dr Miriam Pepper 

Rev Dr Jason John 

Brenton Prigge and Janine 

McDonald from the First 

Third Unit 

Geoff Bice 

Rev Eira Clapton 


