
Taking care of 

our home is 

personal to us, 

to our children 

and 

grandchildren. 

Scientists are 

telling us that 

we need to do 

better at 

protecting our 

environment 

for the future.  

It is time to 

act.  

Week Four Sep 25 2016 

 
Sustainable September Intergenerational 
Service 
 
Preparation for this service: In your week 3 
announcements, ask people to bring along a toy or 
picture of their favourite ocean animals for the week 4 
service. Also, try to find someone who can bring some 
Nemo or Dory toys along. Include this cartoon by Tom 
Toro in the ‘New Yorker’ on the front of your pew sheet/
newsletter for week four (with attribution): https://cdn-
images-1.medium.com/
max/800/0*qmwypW7QseJJbIB3.jpg  
Borrow from members of your congregation some bowls 

of shells for children/adults who forget to bring a toy 
for the procession to carry. 

Decorate your church to go with the coral reef theme 
(optional). 

Place a long roll of paper and textas at the front of the 
church to be decorated with a reef mural.  

Place drawing or craft materials in the pews for 
Discussion 2.  

Have 3 large sheets of butcher’s paper and markers 
available for the Call to Action section.  

 
Procession 
Invite the children (or young at heart) in your 
congregation to process in with their oceanic animal 
toys. Have them place these at the front of the church 
before the communion table, with Nemo and Dory toys 
in the centre. 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Option 1: Play this video clip of the Great Barrier Reef: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAyRBqKk3hk 
(3:01) 
 
Option 2: Psalm 148:7 - 12 
Praise the Lord from the earth, 
you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, 
lightning and hail, snow and clouds, 
stormy winds that do his bidding, 
you mountains and all hills, 
fruit trees and all cedars, 
wild animals and all cattle, 
small creatures and flying birds, 
kings of the earth and all nations, 
you princes and all rulers on earth, 

https://cdn-images-1.medium.com/max/800/0*qmwypW7QseJJbIB3.jpg
https://cdn-images-1.medium.com/max/800/0*qmwypW7QseJJbIB3.jpg
https://cdn-images-1.medium.com/max/800/0*qmwypW7QseJJbIB3.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAyRBqKk3hk
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Sustainability 

is about  

meeting the 

needs of the 

present 

generation 

without       

compromising 

the ability of 

future 

generations 

to meet their 

needs. 

 

 young men and women, 
old men and children. 
 
Hymn: TIS 135 All Things Bright and Beautiful (vs 1, 2, 
4, 5) 
 
Discussion 1 (small groups) 
Break into groups of about 4 people and share with each 
other your favourite experiences related to coral reefs 
and/or the ocean. What are you grateful for? 
 
Opening Prayer 
Leader: Holy God, we praise you for the wonders of your 
creation. Today we thank you especially for the gift of 
coral reefs and oceans.  
We thank you for…. 
(encourage people to shout out praise points from their 
brainstorm) 
Creator God, for all these things we are eternally 
grateful, and we hear your call to care for your reefs and 
oceans so that all future generations and creatures can 
enjoy your gifts too.  
Amen 
 
Discussion 2 (whole congregation) 
Leader:  
It would be hard to talk about coral reefs today without 
mentioning two very famous fish who have been on 
cinema screens recently. Who knows what their names 
are?..... That’s it, Nemo and Dory!  
Put your hand up if you love Nemo and Dory! 
Who has seen the new Finding Dory movie? 
 
So, we are each going to make a fish of our own. You 
should all have…. 
 
(Decide what activity will suit your congregation best 
here. A colouring in template can be found here: http://
family.disney.com/activity/finding-dory-coloring-pages 
or a cut-out Nemo template here http://
learncreatelove.com/finding-nemo-printable-craft/ or 
you could use a more adventurous craft like:  
Hand puppets - http://
www.playdoughandpopsicles.com/2016/07/04/dory-
nemo-hand-puppets/ 
Swimming fish cup - http://alittlepinchofperfect.com/
swimming-fish-cup-craft-for-kids-with-dory-and-nemo/  
Note: try to include different colours and textures, shiny 
materials etc. in your activity to involve multiple senses.) 

http://family.disney.com/activity/finding-dory-coloring-pages
http://family.disney.com/activity/finding-dory-coloring-pages
http://learncreatelove.com/finding-nemo-printable-craft/
http://learncreatelove.com/finding-nemo-printable-craft/
http://www.playdoughandpopsicles.com/2016/07/04/dory-nemo-hand-puppets/
http://www.playdoughandpopsicles.com/2016/07/04/dory-nemo-hand-puppets/
http://www.playdoughandpopsicles.com/2016/07/04/dory-nemo-hand-puppets/
http://alittlepinchofperfect.com/swimming-fish-cup-craft-for-kids-with-dory-and-nemo/
http://alittlepinchofperfect.com/swimming-fish-cup-craft-for-kids-with-dory-and-nemo/
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Leader:  
Now you can keep drawing while we watch a clip from 
Finding Nemo (check your copyright licence coverage) 
(or describe the scene): 
http://youtu.be/BVRENOxPdcw (2:49)  
Leader: Who remembers why the diver in this clip takes 
Nemo? … Yes, he wants a fish for his daughter.  
Why is this a problem? … removing too many individuals 
from the wild and possibly making populations extinct.  
Would you believe it, despite the message of the movie, 
this is exactly what has been happening in the real 
world:  
 
Play news video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=9BcgUPsOuzM (0:55)   
(if you can’t play videos in church, read some of the 
facts from this article: http://
www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2016/05/10/the-finding-
nemo-effect-is-plundering-wild-clown-fish-stocks/)  
So one of the things we need to remember about our 
coral reefs, and our clownfish and blue tangs, is that 
they don’t belong to us. They are not possessions, but 
living creatures who belong to God alone. We can enjoy 
watching and visiting them, but we also need to share 
them and protect them so that everyone can see them 
for generations to come.  
 
Now if you would like to do more to help save Nemo at 
home, you can visit http://www.savingnemo.org/#!
million-kisses-campaign/sjoxs and join the Million Kisses 
Campaign.  
 
For the moment, what we are going to do is take your 
fish that you have made, and gift it to someone else in 
the congregation to say that you like them and want 
them to be able to enjoy your fish.  
Then we are going to have a bit of fun, as we all join in 
doing the Fishey Pokey! 
 
Hymn 
Option 1: Children’s Song  
(Fishy Pokey) 
You put your left fin in 
You put your left fin out 
You put your left fin in 
And you shake it all about 
You do the fishy pokey 
And you turn yourself around 
That’s what it’s all about 

http://youtu.be/BVRENOxPdcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9BcgUPsOuzM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9BcgUPsOuzM
http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2016/05/10/the-finding-nemo-effect-is-plundering-wild-clown-fish-stocks/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2016/05/10/the-finding-nemo-effect-is-plundering-wild-clown-fish-stocks/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2016/05/10/the-finding-nemo-effect-is-plundering-wild-clown-fish-stocks/
http://www.savingnemo.org/#!million-kisses-campaign/sjoxs
http://www.savingnemo.org/#!million-kisses-campaign/sjoxs
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To care for 

God’s precious 

gift of creation 

and to strive for 

ecological 

justice are key 

principles of just 

peace. 

 
You put your right fin in 
You put your right fin out 
You put your right fin in 
And you shake it all about 
You do the fishy pokey 
And you turn yourself around 
That’s what it’s all about 
 
You put your gills in 
You put your gills out 
You put your gills in 
And you shake it all about 
You do the fishy pokey 
And you turn yourself around 
That’s what it’s all about 
 
You put your whole body in 
You put your whole body out 
You put your whole body in 
And you shake it all about 
You do the fishy pokey 
And you turn yourself around 
That’s what it’s all about  
(Source: http://www.karolyeatts.com/Early%
20Childhood/Ocean%20Unit/Ocean%20Animal%
20Songs.pdf ) 
 
Option 2: TIS 668 Touch the earth lightly 
 
Optional activity announcement: if the children would 
like to gather up the front, we have some paper here for 
you to draw a coral reef together while you listen to the 
service.  
 
Reading 1 
1 Tim 6:6-19 
 
Discussion 3 (whole congregation) 
Show this video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=hJVh4bpj3dE (6:47) 
Or summarise information from this article: http://
www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/the-
great-barrier-reef--93-hit-by-coral-bleaching-surveys-
reveal-20160419-goa6jw.html 
 
Leader: After these findings were released, Queensland’s 
environment minister warned of the need to reduce 
pressures on the reef. Yet less than a week before, he had 
approved mining leases for coal-mining company Adani to 
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build their Carmichael coal mine project in the Galilee 
Basin, which, if built, will be Australia’s largest coal mine. 
It will be serviced by the Abbot Point Port, which is being 
expanded to cope with the projected demand. Abbot 
Point sits on the edge of the Great Barrier Reef World 
Heritage Park. The mass dredging involved will decrease 
water quality on the reef and rip up seagrass beds. 
Combined with increased CO2 emissions from the coal 
mine contributing to climate change, and increased ship 
traffic leading to more potential accidents and oil spills 
within the reef this project promises significant damage 
to this precious area. 
 
Conservationists are warning that we may not be able to 
have both coal and the reef.   
 
Sources: http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-
change/great-barrier-reef-coral-bleaching-concerning-
govt-week-after-mine-approval-20160408-go1xmd.html  
http://www.greenpeace.org/australia/en/what-we-do/
climate/Save-the-Reef/  
 
Reading 2 
Option 1: read Lk 16: 19-31 
Option 2: have some members of the congregation act 
out this scene.  
 
Mini-sermon (5 mins) 
Suggested topics:  
In the light of today’s readings, reflect on the contents of 
this article and its suggestions about how to approach the 
Great Barrier Reef’s issues: 
http://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/
climate-change/the-truth-australia-doesnt-want-to-hear-
about-saving-the-great-barrier-reef/news-story/
d636e9dc5a85bcf5d2f6e1278697ae5a  
 
Wrap-up: For a long time our society, especially in rich 
countries, has been held back by climate denial and 
people and governments refusing to accept the science of 
climate change because it is inconvenient for their wealth 
accumulation and economic plans. But the time to act is 
well and truly here. As Christians, we are called to 
accumulate true riches, to pursue godliness and 
contentment, to rely on the gifts God gives us, to care for 
the poor (such as those in the Pacific who are already 
feeling the effects of climate change), to be rich in good 
works, generous, ready to share and to store up the 

http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/great-barrier-reef-coral-bleaching-concerning-govt-week-after-mine-approval-20160408-go1xmd.html
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P A G E  6  

To care for 

God’s precious 

gift of creation 

and to strive for 

ecological 

justice are key 

principles of just 

peace. 

treasures that come from pleasing and serving 
God.  
What then, does this mean for how we, as a church and as 
individuals, respond to climate change and serious threats to 
our coral reefs? 
 
Hymn and Offering Collection: TIS 690 Beauty for Brokenness 
(vs 1, 2, 4) 
Leader: As you come forward to make your offering you may 
like to add something to the coral reef scene at the front.  
 
Call to Action  
Leader: So what are you going to do for our reefs? For the 
climate? 
Ask the groups to pick a spokesperson to report on their 
brainstorm.  
 
Prayers of the People  
Pass around a piece of white, dead coral for the congregation 
to touch.  
Invite the spokespeople forward, and pray together for God’s 
help to keep these commitments you have made and to act 
for climate and coral, giving the spokesperson of each group 
time to share what was brainstormed.  
 
Final Prayer (responsive) 

Leader: Loving, Creating God, 

all of nature calls you blessed, and so do we. 

You are the Spirit of Life, the Breath of life, in whom we live 
and move and have our being, 

revealed to us in the life that abounds around and within us. 

With our eyes let us see the dazzling worth of nature, 

With our ears let us hear the music of the eons 

And with our mouths let us proclaim the fullness of life 
embodied in Jesus of Nazareth. 

We acknowledge Jesus as the pivot point of life, 

and that how we react to him determines whether we live or 
die. 

May we see the resurrection of life in him, 

resurrection that shows us that the status quo can, must and 
will change. 

Amidst death and decay, we are witnesses to the coming of 
spring. 

We are convinced that another world is indeed possible. 

Help us to devote our lives to that vision, with joy, integrity 
and courage. 

Remind us, we pray, that it is not so much how we understand 
the resurrection in the light of history,  
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but how we understand history in the light of the 
resurrection, 

We acknowledge at this time that we have not exercised the 
responsibility that rests upon us. 

We acknowledge that so often our best efforts are tinged 
with greed – 

the desire for more and different things 

and how at times our greed is nothing less than theft 

from those who have no power against us - people, animals 
and nature's store. 

May we continue to open our eyes to the enormity of our  

deeds, 

And our hearts to the suffering and despoiling which those 
deeds have caused. 

We seek forgiveness from you; and from the children, 
women and men whose hurt have come from us; 

We seek forgiveness from every animal, plant and rock, 

the skies above and the good earth itself, which nourishes 
and sustains us all. 

May we find the grace to live for the world’s healing rather 
than our own. 

May we think clearly, engage in right action, and adopt a 
gentle life style – 

the very things we see in Jesus of Nazareth 

and in whose name we gather, Amen.     

                                                                                  (Compiled 
by Neville Watson) 

Sending Out 
Leader: Go then, blessed and commissioned, to be the 
Creator God’s hands and feet in the world, protecting all that 
has been created, sustained and redeemed through Christ, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen.  
 
Hymn TIS 137 For the Beauty of the Earth 
Option 1: Play this video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpEbQGsPqHE 
(3:35) 
 
Option 2: Sing from Together in Song 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpEbQGsPqHE


 

The Uniting 

Church Centre 

89-89 Edward St 

Perth 6000 

Phone: 9260 9800 

Fax: 9328 2731 

E-mail: eira.clapton@wa.uca.org.au  

W H A T  P R A C T I C A L  

T H I N G S  C A N  W E  D O  

N O W ?  

It makes a difference, when we 

choose to act in planet-caring 

ways. We are building resilience 

in our community, showing the 

way to a new future! 

 Reduce the amount of 
single use plastic we use   
We can take our own 
lunch in reusable boxes –
get a re-usable coffee cup 
for takeaway coffee, 
avoid buying food and 
drink in plastic bottles 
where possible. 

 Walk, ride or take public 
transport to remove one 
or more car trips per 
week. 

 Have a bike rack on the 
Church grounds. 

 Publicise the route 
number for the bus 
nearest to your Church, in 
all your media.  

 Send the Church 
newsletter out by email 
and print less paper 
copies. When printing, 
use recycled copy paper.  

 Buy recycled toilet paper! 

 Use air-conditioning less! 
Keep it for the important 
days (we all know what 
our WA summer is like). 
Unless it is really hot or 
cold, use fans, open 
windows, curtains to 
regulate the heat. 

 When you are renovating 
or replacing systems in 
your home or church, go 
for low-energy recyclable 
materials and systems like 
low-flow shower heads 
and toilets, LED lights.  

O U R  G R A T E F U L  T H A N K S  T O  

T H O S E  W H O  A S S I S T E D  W I T H  T H E  

2 0 1 6  R E S O U R C E :  

These resources have been created by the 

Uniting Church Synod of Western           

Australia  

Rev Dr Bill Loader 

Dr Miriam Pepper 

Rev Dr Jason John 

Jess Morthorpe 

Brenton Prigge and 

Janine McDonald from the First Third Unit 

Geoff Bice 

Rev Eira Clapton 


