
Sustainable September 2015  

Unlimited Love for a Limited Planet – Consume with care. 

Week 1  6 September t2015 

Hymns from TIS 

Readings 

Psalm 125 

Isaiah 35:4-7a 

James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17 

Mark 7:24-37 

 

Call to Worship 

Today we celebrate the turn of the season 

as winter cycles into spring. 

The morning sky will brighten earlier, 

birds will lift their songs to a higher key; 

new seedlings will sprout 

and gardens will blush with bright colours. 

Today we celebrate the turn of the season 

secure in your promise, O God, of ever-renewing life  
as fixed in the rhythms of your creation. 

Praise be to our Creator God! 

 

Opening Prayer 

Creator God, giver of life, 

we thank you for this wondrous morning,  

this miracles of a new day. 

The winter season is now past: 

its abundance of reds and golds and yellows,  

the grevilleas, banksias and wattles,  

will soon fade, and the seeds will fall 

before the harsher heat of summer arrives. 

Our lives are bounded by the seasons 

and intertwined with the progress of nature’s year. 

It is with praise and thanksgiving  

that we come to worship you; 

it is with gratitude we rejoice that you call us  

to participate in caring for your world.  Amen. 

 

Collect 

God of all beauty and wonder, 

your promises are as constant as the seasons. 
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In this springtime, refresh in us  

an awareness of the role you call us to 

in caring for each other and all people, 

and living in ways that return to your world 

more than we take. 

Creator, Companion, Breath of Life, 

you are our God.  Amen. 

 

Confession 

Gracious God, 

your provision for us is abundant. 

Through the wonders of the natural world 

we have more than we can ever need. 

Forgive us those times when  

we have not been mindful that we are interconnected 

with all of creation and have consumed selfishly 

whatever we thought we wanted. 

Fill our hearts with gratitude for creation 

so that we will forgo the temptation  

to horde, to profit from, or assume power over 

food, water, the production of energy  

or materials that provide shelter for others. 

In your love, hear our prayers, 

and lead us in simple living.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

Holy God, 

your reign turns our material world upside down  

and riches are measured in goodness - not in gold. 

In our society the pursuit of riches has cost a great deal. 

Everything we have has come from the earth. 

Everything we consume costs the earth dearly. 

We fail to measure our use of what the earth gives 

or to consider what might be a fair portion 

for us in our place, and in our generation. 

Instead, we rush to acquire more and more. 

In our haste we forget that other people 

struggle to endure from day to day. 

We pray for those who have no food today, 

who will go to sleep hungry tonight. 

It isn’t right, it isn’t fair, it isn’t just 

that such things happen  

and so we pray for families who cannot 

maintain health and wellbeing, and for whom  

hope of a better life is a dim and distant dream. 

Holy God, shift our focus from our own needs 

to the needs of others; may our gratitude 

for the abundance we enjoy 

overflow in real and meaningful ways 

towards kingdom outcomes for others. 

We ask these things in confidence 

that you hear our prayers.  Amen. 



Sermon notes 

THEME:  “Seeking Security in Changing Times” 

PSALM 125 

This ancient Song of Ascents is sung as the pilgrim climbs up toward the Temple 

of the Lord on the hill of Jerusalem, Mount Zion. This ancient city has a unique 

topographical location: situated on the top of a hill it is surrounded to the by 

higher mountains, on the East by Olivet and on the south another hill, the so-

called ‘Hill of Evil Counsel’. On the other sides, although there are no 

conspicuous summits, the ground rises, giving the appearance that the city is 

defended on all sides by encircling mountains. 

Generally dated as a post-exilic psalm, the song would not necessarily assume 

that the city was impregnable, but as a symbol of the trustworthiness of the 

LORD, the mountain of the temple could “not be moved.” In our time, we 

have assumed that the earth itself could not be shaken, not depleted of its 

resources or denuded of life. But just as the Babylonian Exile and later the 

Destruction of the Temple by the Romans in AD 70 put paid to a people’s 

naïve confidence, so today we find massive depletion of food resources like 

fish and wildlife, degradation of land by unsustainable farming practices, and 

pollution of the earth’s atmosphere. If the earth is shaken, where do we place 

our hope? 

The psalmist counsels us to put our trust in the LORD. As the mountains 

surround Jerusalem, the LORD surrounds his people (v. 2). Furthermore, this 

protection is eternal, as the LORD is indeed eternal. The psalmist is not naïve, 

however, about the human condition. Wickedness stalks the land, putting the 

land under alien and harmful rule. Again, the LORD offers a heritage to those 

who are righteous, who put their trust in the LORD. Today we may not be so 

confident that we are always on the side of the good and can rail against those 

others who are wicked. Indeed, it may well be our own ingrained practices 

which are contributing to the shaking of earth’s foundations. 

 

While as the people of God we are called to put our trust in the Creator and 

Sustainer of all the earth, we are equally called to examine our own practices 

and consumption habits to ensure that the “land allotted to the righteous” may 

not be cut off by human folly. The Creator God is also the Redeemer God who 

calls and empowers a people to practice new disciplines of righteousness in a 

newly challenging environment. 

 

In the other readings set for today, we can also develop the theme Unlimited 

Love for a Limited Planet – Consume with Care. 

For example, James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17 reminds us that the poor are to be 

valued and cared for, not just the rich.  As many of the rich world’s 

wealth/consumption comes at the expense of the poor of the TwoThirds 

World (exploited labour, cheap materials, past slavery and colonialism) this is 

something we need to consider. How can we  ‘love our neighbour’ whilst 

conducting ourselves in ways that risk their environment and livelihoods?  

Mark 7:24-37 shows Jesus being challenged to break down barriers between 

those discriminated against by ethnicity and disability. If we read this passage as 

a metaphor, how can Jesus help us to hear the cries of the poor?  


