
Sustainable September 2015  

Unlimited Love for a Limited Planet – Consume with Care. 

Week 4  27 September 2015 

Hymns 

Readings 

Esther 7:1-6,  

Psalm 124  

James 5:13-20  

Mark 9:38-50  

 

Call to worship 

Our God is good. 

We praise our God. 

Our God is just! 

We praise our God! 

Goodness and justice stand side-by-side. 

Goodness and justice are the pillars of the kingdom. 

Thanks be to God whose goodness and justice 

are for all people, in all places, in all times. 

 

Opening Prayer 

God of goodness and justice, 

we come to worship this morning 

with gratitude in our hearts for all you provide –  

for food, shelter and comforts.  

How fortunate we are to have fresh food  

clean water and efficient sanitation  within our own homes.  

How fortunate we are to live 

in this modern world where we can access 

medicine, education and leisure 

within our own homes. 

There are people in the world 

who walk long distances to collect water; 

people who have to walk for days 

to reach medical care. 

Other commodities that we take for granted 

are not available to millions of people. 

On this Social Justice Sunday we pray 

that compassion will lead to sustainable solutions  

and that we may be part of those solutions. 

God of goodness and justice, 

open our ears to hear your Word to us this morning 

and our eyes to new possibilities for participating with you 

in your plan for the world. 

In your love, hear our prayer.  Amen. 
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Collect 

Living God, 

we see you in the world around us 

in the diversity of peoples and lands, 

of cultures and geographies, 

of lifestyles and climates. 

May we live simply and humbly 

with reverence for what we cost the earth to sustain us. 

May we live in ways that contribute to others’ needs 

as much as we take care of our own.  Amen. 

 

Confession 

Gracious God, we confess  

that we are complicit in damaging your world  

and taking more from it than we give back. 

We confess, too, that we take more from other people 

in other places and other economic circumstances 

than we can ever repay. 

We take for ourselves  

enormous amounts of natural resources 

and we participate in practices  

which diminish equitable and sustainable opportunities  

for people in other places 

who harvest crops, process primary produce, 

sew or manufacture clothing and consumable goods 

that we expect to pay very little for.  

Forgive us that we are so often part of the problem; 

lead us forward to become part of the solution. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

Holy God, 

we know there can never be peace in the world 

while some people are hungry. 

We know there can never be peace in the world 

while some communities are without shelter. 

We know there can never be peace in the world 

while some populations don’t have clean water. 

We prosper while others struggle. 

Rainforests, grasslands and wetlands 

are changing as the climate changes; 

population growth and economic annexation 

of wildernesses are contributing to declines  

in natural fauna and flora which threaten 

the natural balances of each unique ecosphere. 

We seek to enjoy a season without dramatic climate events, 

or to modify the effects of outdoor climate excesses 

by using energies to warm or cool us indoors. 

Yet for many people around the globe 

climate issues are more acute and more crucial. 

Dust storms, cyclones, floods, droughts 

affect millions of people in countries 

which lack sufficiently stable and developing economies 



to create infrastructures, and to stand steady 

against natural disasters and environmental catastrophes. 

We give thanks for the relationships we have established 

around the Indian Ocean basin with Christian churches 

so that we can know of their experiences, and their needs, 

and how we can give support, through prayer,  

groups creating partnerships, and congregations giving gifts. 

It is our privilege to work with our neighbours 

to find sustainable outcomes  

for today’s environmental and economic dilemmas 

so that we may enjoy a peaceful future together. 

These things we pray in faith. Amen. 

 

Sermon Notes 

THEME: “The Challenge of Change” 

PSALM 124 

Whereas earlier psalms celebrated God as Creator, this psalm points to the Lord 

as the deliverer of Israel. In this psalm, the Lord is portrayed as a partisan, the 

one who takes sides in the battles of life. Life is hazardous, we are subject to 

attacks from unknown assailants, who at times threaten our very lives. 

As a small nation state, set at the crossroads of the Middle East, Israel was 

repeatedly subject to invasion and conquest. Quite often the very existence of 

the nation was at stake, as Egyptians, Assyrians and Babylonians in turn 

invaded or conquered. At the time of the New Testament, of course, the 

dominant power was Rome, and the books of the Christian Scriptures are 

written during a time of Roman rule. The survival and rebirth of the nation of 

Israel is an event that some would attribute to God’s historical intervention. 

Rather than identify God’s purpose with any particular nation, however, 

Christians have identified God’s electing grace in relation to the “called people” 

of the Christian community. People of every nation and race have claimed for 

themselves God’s loving protection from the snares of life. The images of a 

raging torrent recalls ancient mythology of the uncontrollable powers of chaos, 

while the snare of the fowler speaks of a more personalised threat. Whatever 

the threat, survival and escape are attributed to the loving presence of the 

Lord. 

 

The threats we face today are somewhat different. As global population 

continues to sky-rocket, the pressure upon precious resources of food and 

water are becoming intense. In politically stable Australia, we are in an 

excellent position to begin to envisage a just distribution of resources and a 

wise use of the rich fertility of our own land mass. However, our record as the 

highest per capita consumer of resources and our current dereliction of duty on 

climate change present us with vital challenges. 

 

How can the Christian community, inspired by its faith in a Creator God who 

delivers the people who set their trust in God, become a spearhead of change 

in contemporary Australian society? We must begin by looking at our 

community’s energy consumption and lead the way in promoting policies of 

just distribution and sustainable exploitation. 

 

It would be a misreading of the faith of ancient Israel to suppose that a lack of 

proper stewardship on our part will be over-ridden by a God who intervened 



to save the world from destruction. While our hope is rightly set in God, it is 

our hands, our lives, our choices that will determine the outcome of some of 

the greatest threats to life as we know it. Are we up to the challenge? 

In the other readings set for today, we can also develop the theme “Unlimited 

Love for a Limited Planet – Consume with Care”  

James 5:13-20  

The end of James asks the whole community to take care of each other – to 

exercise ministries of prayer and teaching so that no-one is lost or left out. In 

our thoughts about climate change, can we expand our idea of ‘community’ to 

take in the whole earth and its people?  

 

Mark 9:38-50  

Those who were found doing good deeds are to be affirmed, even if they are 

not part of the group of disciples. In our work to mitigate the effects of climate 

change, who might be our allies and supporters – even if they are not part of 

the Church? Can we build a network of support in which the Church shoulders 

its part of the burden?  


