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Sustainable September 2015 

What does the theme “Unlimited Love for a Limited Planet –Consume with 
care” mean?  

When we change from a mind set which stressing our human ‘right’ to ‘use” our planetary 
home to one of ‘loving’ it, we can develop a respect that enables change to occur. There is 
only one planetary home for all of us –for the the biosphere and for those people now 
living, as well as the ones to come. This planet is finite – we (in the wealthy western nations 
in particular) are in danger of overconsumption which will have enormous implications for 
our whole world. When we love the planet and the living beings which share it, we will want 
to reduce our consumption. 

What is the Paris 2015 Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP21)?  

COP21 will be a crucial conference, as it needs to achieve a new international agreement on 
the climate, applicable to all countries, with the aim of keeping global warming below 2°C. 
France will therefore be playing a leading international role to ensure points of view 
converge and to facilitate the search for consensus by the United Nations, as well as within 
the European Union, which has a major role in climate negotiation  It will take place from 30 
November 30 to 11 December 2015.  
This Sustainable September resource is written with the hope that our congregations can be 
prepared to actively prepare and pray for COP21.  
Find out more here 
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/climate-change 
 

What is sustainability all about? 

Sustainability is about meeting the needs of the present 
generation without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their needs.   
 
 
 
 

Is sustainability the same as being frugal? 

There are similarities between the frugality that people learned to practice –say during the 
Depression years -  and practicing sustainability.  Frugality has more to do with money and 
economic resources, and less to do with natural or ecological resources than does 
sustainability. While there are several concepts within each that cross the line between the 
two, generally speaking, sustainable practices preserve and protect resources that are 
available to a large demographic while frugality has more to do with preservation of one's 
family or personal economic resources. 
It is true, however, that thinking and practicing a sustainable approach to living can save 
money – for congregations and for individuals. There are times, however, when the 
sustainable option is more expensive in the short-term, but we may choose to do it anyway, 
‘for the whole earth and its people’, even if it costs us more as individuals.  

Why does the Church care about sustainability? 

In its first public statement in 1977, the Uniting Church in Australia expressed what would 
be an abiding concern with the wellbeing of the planet for the rights of future generations. 
In part, this statement read: 'we are concerned with the basic human rights of future 
generations and will urge the wise use of energy, the protection of the environment and the 
replenishment of the earth’s resources for their use and enjoyment.’  

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/climate-change
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Caring for creation is a key Christian task. Rather than setting ourselves a new set of 
‘green laws’ which we feel guilty about when we fall short, we are inspired to act in love 
by the action of love shown us in Jesus.  Thus, we are concerned with the basic human 
rights of future generations and will urge the wise use of energy, the protection of the 
environment and the replenishment of the earth's resources for their use and 
enjoyment.  
The natural environment is, however, not merely a resource for the benefit of human 
beings, but has intrinsic value as part of God's good creation. In 1991, the Uniting 
Church declared that, ‘Nature has a right to the protection of its eco-systems, species, 
and populations in their interconnectedness’.  If even the rocks can cry out in praise of 
Jesus (Luke 19:40), let us join all of creation in worshipping our Creator by caring for the 
earth which is God’s creation!   

What is the aim of focussing on Sustainable September in our worship? 

The celebration of Sustainable September brings us back year after year to pray and 
work for a world for all to share, both now and in the future. We join with other 
Churches around the world who also focus on the environment in worship during 
September. Some call it the “Season of Creation” or “Creation time”.  
According to the World Council of Churches (WCC) —t he Time for Creation is linked 
with the concern for creation in the Eastern and the Western traditions of Christianity, 
respectively.  The first of September  was proclaimed as a day of prayer for the 
environment by the late Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I in 1989. The Orthodox church 
year starts that day with a commemoration of how God created the world. On 4 
October, Roman Catholics and other churches from the Western traditions 
commemorate Francis of Assisi, known to many as the author of the Canticle of the 
Creatures. 
 
The proposal to celebrate a Time for Creation during these five weeks was made by the 
Third European Ecumenical Assembly in Sibiu in 2007. The following year, the WCC 
Central Committee invited churches to observe Time for Creation through prayers and 
actions. 
There are many churches who have taken this call seriously and their liturgical resources 
can be found here:  
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/climate-change/time-for-creation 

On 19 June 2015, The Uniting Church in Australia released a statement welcoming  Pope 
Francis’s encyclical letter on the environment, Laudato Si :On care for our Common 
Home (Canticle of the Sun). The statement said the Church would be praying for 
Australian leadership on climate change. (Read the encyclical here  
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-

francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html 

 
Rev Prof Andrew Dutney, then president of the Uniting Church in Australia said, “It is 
timely and encouraging to have a global church leader speak so unequivocally about the 
human causes of destructive climate change.  “In addressing his message to all people, 
Pope Francis is encouraging us to recognise that we will only succeed at halting the 
effects of damaging climate change if we all work together,”  
 
The papal encyclical urges ‘enforceable international agreements’ to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and the rapid take-up of renewable energy, and emphasises the 
importance of supporting renewable energy in the developing world to help alleviate 
global poverty. 

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/climate-change/time-for-creation
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
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The Uniting Church has been concerned with the wise use of energy and the need to 
protect the earth for future generations since its inception in 1977. In 2006 it declared 
climate change a “serious threat to the future and integrity of life on earth”. In 2009, in 
its statement An Economy of Life, called for a reimagining of our social and economic 
systems to prioritise human and ecological wellbeing ahead of profits for corporations 
and increasing wealth for the few. 
 
Rev Elenie Poulos, national director of UnitingJustice Australia, said, “Pope Francis rightly 
points to the need to urgently curb the consumerism, greed and unchecked economic 
growth that is driving our global economy. “It is a powerful global call to action that will 
be difficult for some political leaders to hear. Yet, we desperately need leadership on 
climate change here in Australia”, said Rev. Poulos. 
 
“We have called on the Government to reconsider its position on climate change, better 
support renewable energy and take a strong emissions reduction target of at least 40% of 
2000 levels by 2020 to the international negotiations in Paris later this year”. 
 

Rev  Dutney said, “As one of the world's major producers of greenhouse gas emissions on 
a per capita basis, Australia must acknowledge that it has a responsibility to reduce our 
reliance on fossil fuels. Many of our Pacific neighbours are already feeling the devastating 
effects on climate change – we must do all we can to help them.  “We stand with Pope 
Francis’ call for ‘a new dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our planet’ and 
to wealthy nations to take their share of the responsibility to urgently curb their 
emissions. As long as we remain prepared to abuse the atmosphere and entire 
ecosystems for the sake of short-term economic gain for a few, we undermine our own 
future and further condemn millions already living in poverty. There can be no security 
for humanity without a healthy planet.” 
 
In 2015, the Assembly of the Uniting Church resolved to divest from corporations 
engaged in the extraction of fossil fuels, recognising that “with national governments 
reluctant to take difficult decisions, it falls to us as members of the body of Christ to show 
leadership in taking action to reduce damaging pollution.”  This resolution followed 
similar decisions on divestment by the Synod of NSW and ACT and the Synod of Victoria 
and Tasmania and Western Australia.  
 
UnitingWorld, the Church’s international aid agency, is working with partner churches 
across the Pacific to support vulnerable communities, including funding a Climate Change 
Support Worker in Tuvalu. 
What can we find in the Sustainable September 2015 resources? 

These resources have been created by members of the Uniting Church Western Australia. 
We give our special thanks to  
Rev Janelle McGregor,  Rev Dr Geof Lilburne, Richard Telfer and Jessica Morthorpe. 
In this kit you will find: 
 four weeks of liturgical resources for the four Sundays of September—including 

suggested hymns 
 one ‘all-age” worship outline  
 sermon-notes 
PowerPoint presentations of the liturgies are available on the EcoChurch website http://
ecochurcheswa.net/worship-resources/ or by emailing eira.clapton@wa.uca.org.au. 
 
 

http://ecochurcheswa.net/worship-resources/
http://ecochurcheswa.net/worship-resources/
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How should we set up the worship space for Sustainable September? 

The logo for the 2015 Sustainable September is a globe of the world,  as seen from space. 
This could be easily replicated for a feature during Sustainable September.  
 As an installation in the worship space – does any of your congregation have a 

globe of the world which you could set on a column , pedestal or table? 
 Print the picture as a poster—and display prominently. 
 Use the globe or poster as a place for prayers – by asking the congregation to write 

prayers  on paper and gather around the globe as they pray them. 
Go Outside 
 If the weather and the space are suitable try having worship outside one Sunday in 

September.  
 Have a ‘car free’ Sunday so you can take over part of the car park for worship. To 

do this you may need to arrange for car pooling so that fewer car spaces are 
required, but all those who need transport can still get to Church.  

 Move Church to a nearby oval or park.  You will need to think about seats for those 
who can’t sit on the grass, and whether amplification is required or not.  

 

 Take part of the worship outside – for example, go outside just for the 

intercessions. Invite people to look at the sky, the earth and the plants as they 

pray.  

Bring the natural world indoors 

You may feel that the weather and the outdoor spaces are not suitable for worship 

outside, but Sustainable September is a great time for bringing the outdoors into the 

worship space.  

One congregation made a whole ‘stream bed’ in their worship space. Built on tarpaulins 

over the carpet, they laid down river rocks and set up potted plants to create a worship 

focus. 

 Make a feature of Western Australian native plants which are in flower during 

spring. Use them in abundance around the worship space. 

 Find a recording made of natural birdsong – play it during the worship time to help 

people imagine being outdoors in the bush. 

 Provide everyone with a small cutting from a scented plant – eucalypt, rosemary, 

geraniums or herbs like thyme are all suitable. Ask the congregation to rub the 

leaves in their hands and smell the fragrance during the opening of worship. 

 Create a small nature table which the children can examine —you can ask them to 

help you find things for this, or have them ready as they come in. Have pieces of 

bark, rocks, perhaps a fish bowl and talk with them about caring for creation. 
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How do we take our words and worship seriously? 

We encourage you as worship leaders and facilitators to help your community not just 
think about sustainability and care for creation, but put these ideas into practice. 
The Social Justice Unit of the WA Synod has resources to help local congregations 
become more sustainable. Ask us about our Local Congregation Environment Policy and 
visit the  EcoChurch website at http://ecochurcheswa.net/worship-resources/  for more 
ideas. You could try to add one extra sustainable practice to your congregation’s life 
each year – and build -up a sustainable church bit by bit. It is not hard, and could even 
save money in the longer term!  
This website can help individuals measure their carbon footprint (http://
www.wwf.org.au/our_work/people_and_the_environment/human_footprint/
footprint_calculator/and make changes which will benefit the planet.  
A website set-up by the Australian government with lots of tips and resources for 
households.  http://www.1millionwomen.com.au/ Further resources – for research and 
further reading 
Australian Religious Response to Climate Change  
Christian Climate Action Kits   http://www.arrcc.org.au/climate-action-kit  
Five Leaf Eco Awards  
An ecumenical, environmental change program for churches – helping you to green your 
worship, buildings, congregation, outreach and leadership.  
http://fiveleafecoawards.org/  
National Energy Efficiency Network  
Resources for churches and not-for-profit organisations to reduce their energy usage  
http://neen.org.au/  
Protect the Renewable Energy Target (RET)  
One of the most important policies we have for shifting Australia towards renewable 
sources of energy and away from coal and gas is the Renewable Energy Target. Tell the 
Government to protect the RET.  
You can sign the petition at:  
http://www.solarcitizens.org.au/protecttheret  
or increase your impact by writing to the Prime Minister or your local member of 
Parliament if you are in an electorate held by the Coalition. Find out who your member is 
and how to contact them at: http://www.aec.gov.au/ and go to the electorates tab.  
Greening Sacred Spaces 
http://www.greeningsacredspaces.net/index.php?
 option=com_content&view=article&id=62&Itemid=23 
Prayers for peace Each year on 21 September the World Council of Churches calls  
churches and parishes to observe the International Day of Prayer for Peace.  The  21 
September is also the United Nations’ sponsored International Day of Peace. It is  also 
the beginning of the Week of Prayer for Peace for Palestine and Israel. 
War is a major cause of environmental destruction. The Prayers for Peace fit well  into 
our theme “For the earth and all its people”  
 Find our more here:  
http://pief.oikoumene.org/en/world-week-for-peace/what- you-can-do 
Translated documents on how to save energy available in many languages here:   
http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/translations 
 

http://ecochurcheswa.net/worship-resources/
http://www.wwf.org.au/our_work/people_and_the_environment/human_footprint/footprint_calculator/
http://www.wwf.org.au/our_work/people_and_the_environment/human_footprint/footprint_calculator/
http://www.wwf.org.au/our_work/people_and_the_environment/human_footprint/footprint_calculator/
http://www.1millionwomen.com.au/
http://www.arrcc.org.au/climate-action-kit
http://fiveleafecoawards.org/
http://neen.org.au/
http://www.solarcitizens.org.au/protecttheret
http://www.aec.gov.au/
http://www.greeningsacredspaces.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=62&Itemid=23
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http://yourenergysavings.gov.au/translations

