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Frequently Asked Questions about Sustainable 

September 
  

What is “Sustainability” all about? 

Sustainability is about meeting the needs of the present generation without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs.  It focuses our 

minds on the way we use up or spoil the Earth’s resources and what will happen if 

we do, when generations to come want to live as we do.  

 Theodore Roosevelt once said: 

"I recognize the right and duty of this generation to develop and use our natural 

resources, but I do not recognize the right to waste them, or rob by wasteful use, the 

generations that come after us." 

As theologian Ched Myers states, “our refusal to limit our appetites [in the spirit of 

the Sabbath] has drained natural abundance, and our artificial abundance belongs 

only to the few. This is not ironic; it is idolatrous”. 

  

Why does the Church care about sustainability? 

Care for Creation is Care for the Poor: 

It is the most vulnerable people around the world who will suffer the most from the 

impacts of climate change, even though they have contributed the least to its 

occurrence.  We are all familiar with the strong biblical injunctions to care for the 

poor and aside from any debates about the nature of climate change, the 

development agencies on the ground in climate vulnerable communities are telling 

us that the effects are being felt now. 

The Uniting Church is particularly concerned with the fate of some of our most 

vulnerable Pacific neighbours. Our partner churches in the Pacific have called on 

their sisters and brothers in the Church throughout the world to act in solidarity to 

reduce the causes of human induced climate change by ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, 

reducing energy use and developing clean, renewable energy sources. Lives, 

livelihoods, societies, cultures and ecosystems of the Pacific Islands have already 

been affected by rising sea levels, diminishing agricultural space, diminishing 

reserves of fresh water and changing weather patterns including more frequent and 

unpredictable storms. 

Jesus challenges us with his response to the lawyer’s question of ‘who is my 

neighbour’ by telling the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke. 10:25-37). In our 

globalised industrial age the entire human population has become our economic 

neighbour and yet remains largely a relational stranger.  Since climate change is a 

thoroughly global problem of our shared atmosphere how do we enact Jesus call to 

compassion for the suffering in a just and generous manner? 
  

  

What is the aim of focussing on Sustainable September in our 

worship? 

The celebration of Sustainable September brings us back year after year to pray and 

work for a world for all to share, both now and in the future. 
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This 2012 resource has the theme “Sustainability for all” – meaning that concern for 

sustainability is not just for urban elites, but for rural people, old people, young 

people and those who live both near to us and far away. 

 

Where can we go to get more information? 

From the Social Justice Unit: 

The Green Church Handbook - we can post copies to you if required.  

Visit the Green Church website: http://green.wa.uca.org.au/ 

Get involved in EmpowerWA – www.empowerwa.org.au  

UnitingJustice environment page - http://www.unitingjustice.org.au/environment 

From your local library: 

The Weather Makers: The History & Future Impact of Climate Change by Tim 

Flannery 

Affluenza by Clive Hamilton 

  

  

How should we respond to our theme: “Sustainability for All”? 

The readings during September have called us to reflect on the way we live and how 

it impacts on our planet and thus on all of the poor of the world.  

We want to link the theme to the big pictures: 

Justice for people overseas  

Counter-cultural living where we place more emphasis on people than things 

Reducing the impact we make on the resources of the planet  

Making a positive difference to improve the sustainability of the earth for all living 

now and all who come after.  

When Churches and the members of their congregations choose to act on the issue 

of sustainability, it requires us to make difficult decisions and to change ingrained 

habits. We ask ourselves about our dependence on the car, for example, and 

whether we would be prepared to reduce the number of kilometres we travel each 

week in order to reduce our own impact on the earth’s carbon pollution? We could 

commit to walking more, or riding a bicycle or using public transport as more 

sustainable ways of getting around. 

When we think about such changes in our behaviour, it is easy to shrink from action 

based on the idea that ‘one person won’t make any difference’ or ‘one trip won’t 

hurt’. The same goes for the Church’s financial decision-makers who are asking if 

they should only use recycled paper even though there is a small extra cost involved. 

Would it make a difference if we did this?  

We need to reflect on our status as the people of God who are to be a light to the 

world, modelling new ways of life and behaviour.  We have an opportunity to be part 

of the change we want to see in the world.  
  

 

  

  
  

  



4 

 

Setting up the worship space for Sustainable 

September: Sustainability for all   
Here are some suggestions to help the congregation to notice the focus of 

Sustainable September. 

If you regularly have flowers in church, it may be possible to ask those on the roster 

to try to incorporate WA native species which are all likely to be flowering this 

Spring. 

Can you find a globe of the world? Set it up in a conspicuous place and ask people to 

gather around it during the prayers of the people.  

Ask the children to hand out sprigs of lavender or rosemary to the congregation each 

Sunday. As the welcome and greeting is concluded, ask them all to rub the sprigs in 

their hands and sniff the aroma, as a way of reminding us all of the goodness of the 

natural world. 

In some traditions of the Church, September is marked as a season of creation with 

its own liturgical colours, like the red we use for Pentecost. What colours would you 

associate with Sustainable September or the Season of Creation? Perhaps you could 

use a eucalypt green or ochre as the feature colour on your communion table or 

lectern? Drape scarves or lengths of fabric or make banners to bring this colour into 

your worship space.  

Ask some of the keen gardeners of the Church to bring along a few pot plants to 

‘green up’ the worship space. Make sure that someone is watering them if they are 

left inside for the whole month! 

Create a banner for Sustainable September – and leave it up for all of September 

  

Special note for 9 September 2012 

On the first Sunday in September you might like to announce that there will be a 

special part of the worship next week on Sunday 9 September.  Invite  the 

congregation to bring a back pack or a bag  to Church, with useful things in it that 

they don’t want any more: ideas could be things like gifts they don’t want, food they 

won’t eat, stationary they have too much of.  

As people enter, they leave their bags on a table by the door. 

At the offering time, invite some helpers to open the bags and spread out the goods.  

Invite the congregation to take anything from the table they can use.  What is left 

can be given to an op shop in your area.  

At the end of the service people will be asked to take back their empty bags. Ask 

them to reflect on how they feel? Is it better to give or receive?  

  

  

Social Justice Sunday - The Fifth Sunday 
You may have noticed that we have only provided resources for the first four 

Sundays in September.  This is because we would like to encourage congregations to 

use the Social Justice Sunday resources made available by the National Council of 

Churches.  These resources are sent out to congregations, are available in hard copy 

from the Social Justice Unit and are also available online at 

http://www.ncca.org.au/departments/social-justice . 
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September 9: Sharing the Abundance of God! 
WELCOME AND GREETING: 

One voice: 

“Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion,  

Which cannot be moved, but abides for ever.” 

  

Welcome to all in this place: 

To those who have faith as strong as the mountains 

And those who have many doubts 

To those who have learned to wait for God 

And those who are tired of waiting. 

For those who have many worries 

And those who want to put their concerns in the hands of our God. 

Welcome all.  

  

If you have handed out sprigs of lavender or rosemary, invite everyone to rub the 

sprigs in their hands and sniff the aroma, whilst they listen to a short musical 

interlude as a way of ‘centering’ or becoming quiet as they begin worship. 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

One voice: 

“The rich and the poor have this in common: 

The LORD is the maker of them all.” (Proverbs 22: 2) Praise the Lord, you that fear 

God: stand in awe, O offspring of Israel; all you of Jacob’s line give glory. 

Many voices:  

“For God does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does God 

hide God’s face from them: but when they cry to God, they are heard by God”. 

One voice: 

“My praise is of God in the great assembly: I will perform my vows in the presence of 

those who worship God”. 

Many voices:  

“The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise God: 

“May your heart live forever!” (Psalm 22:22 – 25) 

One voice: “We are the people made by God, 

Many voices: “Learning to walk in the ways of Jesus” 

  

SONG:  Together in Song 474 Here in this place  

 Alternative: AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 505 Jesus Call us! O’er the tumult 

  

PRAYER OF ADORATION: 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 

Many voices: 

God of Love, 

We are your people and you know our hearts.  
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Our earth is struggling with the effects of human living. 

There are people who are hungry and thirsty and struggling for justice,  

There are species dying because of changes we have made to the environment. 

We are so easily distracted by our own concerns, and so we freely admit that we 

have not done enough to change the way we live for the sake of the rest of the 

earth, its people and its species. 

Forgive us our hard hearts. 

  

Renew our minds and hearts to live in ways that will reduce the damage, heal the 

hurts and bring hope. 

Amen.  

  

PRAYER OF INVOCATION:  

  

SONG:  Together in Song 135 All things bright and beautiful (also in AUSTRALIAN 

HYMN BOOK 70)  

  

READINGS:   

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 

Psalm 125 

James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17 

  

SONG:  Together in Song 468 We are your people or Together in Song 470 Rejoice in 

God’s saints  

Alternative: AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 561 Kneels at the feet of his friends 

  

GOSPEL READING:  

Mark 7: 24-37 

Leader: Lord, may your word live in us, 

All: And bear much fruit to your glory. 

  

SERMON: 

Commentary 

The passages from Proverbs and Psalms this week remind us that “the Lord is the 

maker of them all”, referring to God’s people. As Christians we like to believe that 

we are impartial and accepting of all people despite their background. Whether we 

are rich or poor, it is more important to have an upright heart before our God. God’s 

people are called to bring about justice by being generous and sharing what they 

have with others less fortunate.  

As it points out in James, we cannot be partial to one person over another due to 

their appearance. We cannot pick and choose who we help or serve. Our faith is 

made real in our actions. James warns us against clinging to our safe traditions and 

orthodoxy to the detriment of seeing the needs in our world around us. 

We are all products of our upbringing. We have been conditioned to do things in a 

certain way that can often translate into thinking that others are wrong or misled in 

their actions. The Gospel reading this week tells of the controversial encounter 

between Jesus and the Syrophoenician woman. Jesus is influenced by his Jewish 

upbringing and discriminates against this woman. He soon realizes, however, that his 
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prejudice denies this woman the full extent of God’s love. It is never too late to 

change our attitudes and actions. Sustainability is for all, not just the privileged or 

the educated. We may need to unlearn some of our attitudes to minority groups in 

order to embrace all of God’s people. 

Questions to Ponder 

What groups of people do you struggle to accept fully as God’s children? To what 

traditions do people in your faith community cling to the detriment of meeting the 

needs in the world? How do you respond to people challenging your long-held 

views? What are some of the attitudes in life that you may have to unlearn to 

promote sustainability for all? 

  

  

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

Use your customary creed or affirmation of faith here: 

  

  

OFFERING:   

“Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down 

from the our God of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 

change”. (James 1: 17-27) 

You are invited to bring your gifts.  

Special note for today. If you announced this earlier, this  week you can invite  the 

congregation to bring a back pack or a bag  which they have brought to Church, with 

useful things in it that they don’t want any more: ideas could be things like gifts they 

don’t want, food they won’t eat, stationary they have too much of.  

As people enter, they leave their bags on a table by the door. 

At the offering time, invite some helpers to open the bags and spread out the goods.  

Invite the congregation to take anything from the table they can use. What is left can 

be given to an op shop in your area.  

At the end of the service people will be asked to take back their empty bags. Ask 

them to reflect on how they feel? Is it better to give or receive?  

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

We come to the creator of all, in prayer for our world, our neighbours, ourselves 

and our earth: 

We give you thanks for our rich land and pray that all who have power over the 

resources of the earth, will have reverence for all life and all people. 

Grant that we may learn to use our abundance to enrich others. 

  

We give you thanks for the challenges we face, which offer us opportunities to 

grow and change. 

Help us to rise up to renew our commitment to the life we are called to live in 

honour of Jesus. 

  

We pray for those who do not know abundance, but instead feel deprived, 

neglected and in need. 

Help us to remember them, love them and honour them. 
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We pray for ourselves, for we too are in need – of love for ourselves, our 

neighbours and this earth. Open our hearts to forgive, to grow and to change. 

You, God, shape our dreams and as we bring these prayers, we ask for bigger 

dreams and plans and actions. 

Amen  

  

THE PEACE: 

Offer to each other a sign of peace.  

  

In some churches, today will be their time of Communion or Lord’s Supper. The 

following may guide you in preparation of this time. If this is not a day for 

Communion, please go to the section “Thinking about out Theme” for suggestions of 

other actions. 

  

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: See Uniting in Worship Alternate A pp. 104-106 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

  

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD: 

  

LAMB OF GOD: 

  

  

THE COMMUNION: 

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:  

  

THINKING ABOUT OUR THEME (a resource for Churches who are not celebrating 

Communion today)  

The theme for the day is Sharing the Abundance of God!. The suggestions below are 

to encourage us all to do something towards sustainability for all by encouraging us 

to practice generosity so that more can share in the abundance of God.  

Show some pictures from Menzel’s book “What people eat” which contrasts pictures 

of the food purchased in affluent western countries such as Germany, the UK and 

the US with the poor people of the world, including refugees in a camp in Darfur.  

Ask them to make a commitment to eat more simply this week, and bring the 

savings from their food purchases to Church next week for a special retiring offering 

for a charity of your choice. 

Challenge everyone to eat less meat this week. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/apr/13/less-meat-prevent-climate-

change 

Have a discussion about favourite vegetarian or vegan dishes  

offer a pledge card like this for people to take home to remind them of their pledge 
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SONG: Together in Song 690: Beauty for brokenness 

Alternative AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 558 When I needed a neighbour 

  

WORD OF MISSION: 

  

BLESSING 

  

DISMISSAL 

  

  

  

I promise to try to reduce the amount of meat I/we eat this week by:  

◊  Substituting one vegetarian meal for one of our meals this 

 week 

◊  Only eating meat three times this week 

◊  Not eating meat at all this week 

◊  Reducing our portion sizes of meat by half this week  
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Children’s Ministry Resource 

Week 2— Sunday, 9 September 

Memory verse: “Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread 

with the poor” (Proverbs 22:9) 

Opening Prayer: 

Loving God,  

Thank you for giving us this wonderful world, and for letting us live in it. Help us to 

remember that some people are hungry in this world so that we can be kind to them 

too. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

Story time: 

Read the memory verse. Talk about sharing. Most children find this hard to do. We 

all like having other people share with us, but it is hard to share with others - that is 

why we need to practice so it gets easier.  

Example: Show the resource you have found about an appeal for donations of 

money so that poor people can be looked after. This might come from the 

UnitingWorld website or another resource you know. Talk to the children about why 

the Church collects money for the poor of the world. We want to share what we 

have with those who have less than us.  

You might ask the Church treasurer, minister or other Parish leader to come to the 

class with you, and show the children one of the offering plates or bags. What does 

the Church do with this money? Most churches have projects which they collect 

money for – how much did you give recently?  

Suggested Activities: 

Make a simple recipe together – fairy bread for example. Have the children butter 

the bread and sprinkle it with ‘hundreds and thousands” then use cookie cutters to 

cut them into nice shapes. (If there are dietary reasons for avoiding this sugary 

sweet, try doing the same cookie cutter idea with soft fruit like melon).  

These will be shared with the congregation at morning tea time – make sure that 

there are enough plates of food for most of the children to be active in moving 

among the congregation offering food to them.  

Closing Prayer:  

Dear Lord, help us to get better at sharing your gifts with others. Amen. 

  

For further support or enquiries please contact the Social 

Justice Unit at the 

Uniting Church Centre: 

85-89 Edward Street, PERTH, WA, 6843 

Phone: 9260 9800 

social.justice@wa.uca.org.au  

 


