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Frequently Asked Questions about Sustainable September

What is sustainability all about?

Sustainability is about meeting the needs of the present generation without compromising the

ability of future generations to meet their needs. It focuses our minds on the way we use up or spoil

the Earth’s resources, and helps us consider what will happen in generations to come if we do.

Theodore Roosevelt once said:

"I recognize the right and duty of this generation to develop and use our natural resources, but I do

not recognize the right to waste them, or rob by wasteful use, the generations that come after us."

Why does the Church care about sustainability?

In its first public statement in 1977, the Uniting Church in Australia expressed what would be an

abiding concern with the wellbeing of the planet for the rights of future generations. In part, this

statement read: 'we are concerned with the basic human rights of future generations and will urge

the wise use of energy, the protection of the environment and the replenishment of the earth’s

resources for their use and enjoyment.’

Caring for creation is a key Christian task. Rather than setting ourselves a new set of ‘green laws’

which we feel guilty about when we fall short, we are inspired to act in love by the action of love

shown us in Jesus. Thus, we are concerned with the basic human rights of future generations and

will urge the wise use of energy, the protection of the environment and the replenishment of the

earth's resources for their use and enjoyment.

The natural environment is, however, not merely a resource for the benefit of human beings but has

intrinsic value as part of God's good creation. In 1991 the Uniting Church declared that, ‘Nature has a

right to the protection of its eco-systems, species, and populations in their interconnectedness’. If

even the rocks can cry out in praise of Jesus (Luke 19:40), let us join all of creation in worshipping

our Creator by caring for the earth which is God’s creation!

What is the aim of focussing on Sustainable September in our worship?

The celebration of Sustainable September brings us back year after year to pray and work for a world

for all to share, both now and in the future.

The theme for Sustainable September 2013 is enough is enough!
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Introduction
Archbishop Makgoba said: “In the story of the feeding of the five thousand we read ‘everyone ate,
and had enough.’ (Mark 6:42) This is a beautiful image of sharing, with everyone’s needs being met,
and nobody going hungry.

There is enough food in the world for our need, there is not enough for our greed.

Jesus said to the rich man, “Be on your guard against all kinds of greed.” Luke 12:15

How should we respond to our theme: “Enough is Enough”?
1. Cultivate a culture of gratitude

Gratitude can be an antidote to the sense of entitlement which has been fostered by our

Western culture. The sense of entitlement is along the lines of “I want this, I deserve it!”

Gratitude helps us see what we have as gifts.

“Remember this truth: Noticing and appreciating the goodness in anything causes us to

be happy about living. And the more we notice and appreciate about our lives (and

ourselves), the happier we are”. Leo Barbauta

The Sustainable September liturgies provide opportunities to build a culture of gratitude

in your church including some suggestions about setting up the worship space to help

with this.

2. Examine our lives for excess:

In the past, many have considered the problems of injustice as being “Why are there

poor people and how do we eliminate poverty?” Now many are asking “Isn’t the

problem really about why people are rich, and how to get them to share?” (for more

information about this concept see http://wcc2013.info/en/resources/pilgrimage-to-

busan/leaders-guide pg 13) Yet the problem of riches is a common theme in Scripture,

and one which will come up in our readings this Sustainable September.

How much is enough? Modern parents know that children engage ‘pester power’ –

nagging us to insist that they need ever more gadgets and toys and such. Our airwaves

are full of ads suggesting things we need –even before we knew we needed them. The

world is struggling to supply all our wants which masquerade as needs.

Maybe it's time to consider a new strategy—an economy of enough.

Rob Dietz says ‘Suppose that instead of chasing after more stuff, more jobs, more

consumption, and more income, we aimed for enough stuff, enough jobs, enough

consumption, and enough income’. Rob Dietz is co-author (with Dan O'Neill) of Enough Is

Enough: Building a Sustainable Economy in a World of Finite Resources. Source:

https://www.commondreams.org/view/2013/02/25-1

http://wcc2013.info/en/resources/pilgrimage-to-busan/leaders-guide
http://wcc2013.info/en/resources/pilgrimage-to-busan/leaders-guide
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/160994805X?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creativeASIN=160994805X&linkCode=xm2&tag=commondreams-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/160994805X?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creativeASIN=160994805X&linkCode=xm2&tag=commondreams-20
https://www.commondreams.org/view/2013/02/25-1
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The Sustainable September liturgies will encourage us to think through our use of the

world’s resources with the filter of ‘enough’.

Below is a graph which illustrates the problem:

A smaller home requires less embodied energy to build, has lower heating and cooling

needs, needs fewer furnishings, takes less time to maintain and requires less work to

fund.

In terms of carbon emissions small is beautiful. But how small is too small? And how

much space is enough?

http://reneweconomy.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/house-2.gif

3. Practice care for the earth and each other

Caring for the planet will not only be good for the planet, it will help the world’s poorest

people too. "People have understood now that this is where hunger and poverty is

going to come from in the next century. The link is so direct between what we're doing-

polluting in the rich world- and the effect globally." Bill McKibben, the founder of

350.org. Read more at http://www.unitingjustice.org.au/environment/news/item/923-

us-environmentalist-sings-praises-of-synod-divestment

There are also some helpful resources from UnitingWorld, an Agency of the National

Assembly, on this topic. In the resource Inside Development there is an article about the

link between care for the planet and care for its people. This can be found online here:

http://reneweconomy.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/house-2.gif
http://www.unitingjustice.org.au/environment/news/item/923-us-environmentalist-sings-praises-of-synod-divestment
http://www.unitingjustice.org.au/environment/news/item/923-us-environmentalist-sings-praises-of-synod-divestment
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http://www.unitingworld.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2012/06/UW_InsideDevelopment_WEB.pdf (page 17-18)

“When we look to the Pacific and when we hear its people’s stories, the need to act

becomes urgent. Part of this action must involve reflecting on our own lifestyles and

making deliberate changes to reduce individual and communal contributions to climate

change. But we must also act to support our Pacific neighbours as they address and

adapt to these changes to reduce their impact now and into the future”. Inside

Development, pg 18

4. Be informed! Check out these online resource:

A. Have doubts about human induced climate change? Here is a short video which

gives a visual representation of the problem of human induced climate change:

http://climatecommission.gov.au/videos/critical-choices-in-the-critical-decade/

B. This article explores the idea that as the rich developed nations of the world are

responsible for much of the carbon emissions driving human induced climate

change, then poor nations should be compensated!

http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/dec/03/climate-change-

compensation-doha-talks

C. What about our standard of living?

When you start looking into the standards of living around the world, you may

discover that most Australians are in the top 2% of the world’s richest people, even

when we have modest incomes by Australian standards.

For example, the average labourer in Ghana makes just $0.13 in an hour –see

http://www.globalrichlist.com/

This would suggest that most of us could make modest reductions in our standard of

living and yet still have enough.

D. Are we in the majority when we express concern for the environment? Yes says the

Climate Institute

http://www.climateinstitute.org.au/verve/_resources/TCI_ClimateOfTheNation2013

_web.pdf

http://www.unitingworld.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/UW_InsideDevelopment_WEB.pdf
http://www.unitingworld.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/UW_InsideDevelopment_WEB.pdf
http://climatecommission.gov.au/videos/critical-choices-in-the-critical-decade/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/dec/03/climate-change-compensation-doha-talks
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/dec/03/climate-change-compensation-doha-talks
http://www.globalrichlist.com/
http://www.climateinstitute.org.au/verve/_resources/TCI_ClimateOfTheNation2013_web.pdf
http://www.climateinstitute.org.au/verve/_resources/TCI_ClimateOfTheNation2013_web.pdf


Where can we go to get more information?

From the Uniting Church:

 The Green Church Handbook - we can post copies to you if required.

 Visit the Green Church website: http://green.wa.uca.org.au/

 UnitingJustice environment page - http://www.unitingjustice.org.au/environment

From your local library/bookshop;

 The Weather Makers: The History & Future Impact of Climate Change by Tim Flannery

 Affluenza by Clive Hamilton

From the Internet:

 Practical guides to ever environmentally sustainable situation today:

http://www.livinggreener.gov.au/guides

 The WCC resource entitled “Pilgimage to Busan” has some good thoughts on global

responsibility in the light of Christian faith and practice.

http://wcc2013.info/en/resources/pilgrimage-to-busan/leaders-guide

 Also http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/public-

witness-addressing-power-affirming-peace/poverty-wealth-and-ecology/neoliberal-

paradigm/agape-call-for-action-2012-old

Setting up the worship space for Sustainable September: Enough is Enough

Here are some suggestions to help the congregation to notice the focus of Sustainable September.

Create a banner or poster for Sustainable

September – and leave it up for all of

September
It could be in the entrance to Church,

on a window inside,

or on a wall in the church itself.
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http://green.wa.uca.org.au/
http://www.unitingjustice.org.au/environment
http://www.livinggreener.gov.au/guides
http://wcc2013.info/en/resources/pilgrimage-to-busan/leaders-guide
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/public-witness-addressing-power-affirming-peace/poverty-wealth-and-ecology/neoliberal-paradigm/agape-call-for-action-2012-old
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/public-witness-addressing-power-affirming-peace/poverty-wealth-and-ecology/neoliberal-paradigm/agape-call-for-action-2012-old
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/public-witness-addressing-power-affirming-peace/poverty-wealth-and-ecology/neoliberal-paradigm/agape-call-for-action-2012-old


Create a worship focus area – a table or wall

Collect pictures of beautiful places in the world, and then pile a

collection of garbage in front of it. Pin a sign to the pile which

says ‘Enough is enough!’

You might want to add a bowl full of clean sand, and another

bowl of petals or leaves.

Ask people to stop for a moment in the worship focus area, and

drop a petal or leaf onto the sand, to indicate their concern for

the earth.

Songs
Consider starting worship with a modern song about the

environment such as Julian Lennon’s Saltwater. You

could have a glass bowl of saltwater in the worship space

as a focus to represent the oceans and the tears of those

who are concerned that ‘the world I love is dying’. Be

sure to check copyright permissions!

Gratitude feature
Set up an area where peop

what they are grateful for.

the morning tea room or it

worship space. Each week p

least one thing they are gra

idea being, when people co

grateful for, they feel happi
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No room for a whole wall?

on a table and let people post their notes into it!
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Social Justice Sunday - The Fifth Sunday
You may have noticed that we have only provided resources for the first four Sundays in September.

This is because we would like to encourage congregations to use the Social Justice Sunday resources

made available by the National Council of Churches. These resources are sent out to congregations,

and are available in hard copy from the Social Justice Unit

The theme is Social Justice Matters:

‘This year the Social Justice Sunday resource acknowledges that embracing the call to do justice is

very challenging. As Australia approaches a federal elections the churches want to give the clear

message that Social Justice Matters..

The resource will include articles on;

 Social Justice: The Biblical Foundations
 Millennium Development Goals: A job that Needs Finishing
 Taking Responsibility for Justice: The Case of Refugees
 Disability, Spirituality, Accessibility
 The Call for Leadership: the Prevention of Violence against Women and Girls
 Rersources with links to some great websites.’

Check out the NCCA Social Justice website for more information and to download the resources for

2013: http://www.ncca.org.au/departments/social-justice

http://www.ncca.org.au/departments/social-justice

