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1 September: Enough for All

WELCOME AND GREETING:

CALL TO WORSHIP:

From Psalm 81

Sing aloud to God our strength;

shout for joy to the God of Jacob.

I am the LORD your God,

who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.

Open your mouth wide and I will fill it.

SONG: Together in Song Hymn 156 – Morning has broken

or Australian Hymn Book 91

PRAYER OF ADORATION:

The people of the Jewish faith have a traditional prayer which is recited at

Passover celebrations, and it tells the story of their liberation from Egypt. At each

part of the story, when one of the wonderful works of God is recited, the people

say “Dayenu, it would have sufficed us!” - ‘Dayenu’ can be loosely translated as

meaning ‘enough’.

L: We are going to pray just a part of this Passover prayer. We invite you to say

“Dayenu, it would have sufficed us”

How many levels of favours has the Omnipresent One bestowed upon us:

If He had brought us out from Egypt, and had not carried out judgments against

them

Dayenu, it would have sufficed us!

L: If He had carried out judgments against them, and not against their idols

Dayenu, it would have sufficed us!

L: If He had split the sea for us, and had not taken us through it on dry land

Dayenu, it would have sufficed us!

L: If He had supplied our needs in the desert for forty years, and had not fed us

the manna

Dayenu, it would have sufficed us!
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L: Thus how much more so should we be grateful to the Omnipresent One for the

doubled and redoubled goodness that He has bestowed upon us; for He has brought

us out of Egypt, and carried out judgments against them, and against their idols, and

smote their first-born, and gave us their wealth, and split the sea for us, and took us

through it on dry land, and drowned our oppressors in it, and supplied our needs in

the desert for forty years, and fed us the manna, and gave us the Shabbat, and

brought us before Mount Sinai, and gave us the Torah, and brought us into the land

of Israel and built for us the Beit Habechirah to atone for all our sins”.

L: Loving God, father and mother of us all,

You have given us a world to wonder and delight in,
And we praise you for your creation.
As we contemplate our lives in response to your generosity,
Help us to be grateful.
Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:

(Introduction taken from Jeremiah 2:4-13)
L: Thus says the LORD:

What wrong did your ancestors find in me

that they went far from me, and went after worthless things, and became worthless

themselves?

My people have changed their glory for something that does not profit!.

L: Creator of the earth and all living things, author of life, source of all meaning, you

made a universe of infinite complexity and beauty and entrusted us humans with the

care of a tiny jewel called Earth.

All: We are your servant people, created out of the clay of the earth itself.

We forget that we are your creatures and we play at being gods.

All: We neglect the work of stewardship that you have provided for our occupation

and our joy.

We have used, abused, and abandoned those things that you have created for your

delight.

You have created a fragile world in a perfect and delicate balance.

All: Thinking too much of our own importance, we have upset the balance, acting

with craven disregard for the complex ecosystems we barely understand.

All: For unrestrained economic growth,
For conspicuous consumption,
For always wanting more,
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For not thinking through the consequences,
For not caring for future generations,
For blind indifference,
Forgive us our failing.

ACEN – World Environment Day 2013 resource. Chiltern Gateway Project, Jo Whitfield.

SONG: TOGETHER IN SONG Hymn 176 – The sounds in God’s world

or Australian Hymn Book 3 - All Creatures of our God and King

READINGS:

Proverbs 25:6-7

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

SONG: Together in Song Hymn 416 – Great God, your Spirit, like the wind

or Australian Hymn Book 455 - Be thou my vision

OFFERING:

As followers of Jesus who became poor that many may be enriched, let us offer gifts

in money and in kind for the church’s mission of care.

Prayer:

Almighty God, you care for those who starve and are cast out, we dedicate ourselves

afresh to offer compassionate care as we offer these gifts in your service. Help your

church to seek out and save the lost, following our good shepherd in the world

today.

AMEN

GOSPEL READING: Luke 14: 1, 7-14

Leader: Lord, may your word live in us.

All: And bear much fruit to your glory.

SERMON:

Thoughts from Revd Dr Bill Loader:

Within Jeremiah 2:4-13 the prophet challenges the pursuit of “worthless things”. In

his time it was the pursuit of others gods. In a striking image he depicts it as their

digging out for themselves cisterns that don’t hold water. “Gods” in our day inspire

similar pursuits. Politicians frequently seek to lure us with greed, promising we shall

have to share less (through taxation) if only we follow them. The theme is “more for
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me”; forget overseas aid; forget fellow citizens in need.

The Psalm 81 bemoans the people’s failure to recognise that they do not need to go

elsewhere to satisfy their hunger. It assumes security and satisfaction for those who

turn to God, as does Psalm 112. Alternative voices rightly question its assurances of

wealth and riches for those who justice, for who it may mean the opposite.

Hebrews names love of money, the seductive obsession with wealth accumulation,

as the enemy of a life of mutual love. It is best dealt with not primarily by warning,

“Don’t”, but by pointing to the source of security which undermines the obsession.

Luke 14: 1, 7-14 reports a parable of Jesus which directly subverts and pokes fun at

the established systems of hierarchy of his day where people were seated at

banquets according to their value. Wanting to get ahead, people would identify with

those seated high up, follow their fashions and modelling. Trappings of dress and

social behaviour still serve such ends. Just as his formation of a band of people

detached from the structures of dependency and patronage which governed daily

life called those structures into question, so this parable challenges the dominant

value system.

Be known not for inviting highflyers but those usually uninvited, whom the system

disadvantages. Then the system cannot reinforce itself by thanking you. Your

reward is the sense of well-being that comes from sharing God’s goodness.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:

As members of the community that proclaims Christ the embodiment of peace, we

respond to the call to bring the divine gift of peace into contemporary contexts.

We join the Way of Christ, which requires both movement towards the goal and

commitment to the journey.

We invite people of all worldviews and religious traditions to consider the goal and

to share of their journeys.

We must be responsible to those who have gone before us, living in ways that honor

the wisdom of our ancestors and the witness of the saints in Christ.

We also have a responsibility to those who are the future: our children, “tomorrow

people”. Our children deserve to inherit a more just and peaceful and sustainable

world.

To care for God’s precious gift of creation and to strive for ecological justice are key

principles of just peace.

For Christians, they are also an expression of the gospel’s call to repent from

wasteful use of natural resources and be converted daily.



6

Churches and their members must be cautious with earth’s resources, especially

with water. We must protect the populations most vulnerable to climate change

and help to secure their rights.

These are our life’s goals.

WCC Central Committee – An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace, 2011.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:

Adaptation of the Lord’s Prayer

Eternal Spirit,
Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Love-Maker,
source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
loving God, in whom is heaven.
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth!
With the bread that we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power
that is love, now and forever. Amen.

Jim Cotter

THE PEACE:

Offer to each other a sign of peace.

In some churches, today will be their time of Communion or Lord’s Supper. If this is

not a day for Communion, the following section “Thinking about our Theme” offers

suggestions of other actions.

THINKING ABOUT OUR THEME

The theme for the day is Enough for all

The suggestions below are to encourage us all to do something towards

sustainability by changing our behaviours so

we can live more gently with the earth.

Write a Congregational Will:

“We the XXX congregation leaves to the

people of the earth who come after us the

following things we received from God in



good order for our use whilst we were here”

(make a group list with everyone having an opportunity to participate)

Ask the question:

What were we given which is now in worse condition than when we received it?

Thought starter:

“We do not own the world, nor yet have freeholder rights but those of caretakers.

God has temporarily placed it in our care as trustees for the benefit of future

generations. We humans are tenants and stewards, responsible to our Maker for our

stewardship. We have to recognise that its resources are finite and hand it on to the

next generation in life-sustaining order. Have we been good stewards of creation?

Let’s admit it - on our watch we have lived more and more comfortable lives without

realizing that our use of carbon fuels was creating global warming….The native

Americans and other Aboriginal peoples had the wisdom to understand that the

Earth does not belong to us, rather we depend on the Earth. But do we realise it?”

(From Eco-Congregation internet site ‘Walking More Lightly’)

Challenge for next week: To reduce the amount of rubbish thrown away from

home rubbish bins.

For background research on this challenge watch the YouTube video called “the story

of stuff”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLBE5QAYXp8

Have a pledge card for people to sign which asks them to make their own

commitment along these lines:

S

O

I promise to try to reduce the amount of rubbish we throw out this

week by:

 Making sure all recyclables actually go in the recycling bin

 Putting a ‘no junk mail‘ sticker on my letter box

 Taking my own shopping bags

 Getting a compost pile going to take our green waste out of the

waste stream

 Car-pooling with someone I know to take the children to school one
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ONG: Together in Song Hymn 422 Come Holy Spirit Come

r alternative AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 486 - O Thou who camest from above

day this week

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLBE5QAYXp8


WORD OF MISSION:

Twentieth-century Presbyterian theologian and writer Frederick Buechner has

written, ‘The grace of God means something like: Here is your life. You might never

have been, but you are because the party wouldn’t have been complete without you.

Here is the world. Beautiful and terrible things will happen. Don’t be afraid. I am with

you. Nothing can ever separate us. It’s for you I created the universe. I love you.

There’s only one catch. Like any other gift, the gift of grace can be yours only if you’ll

reach out and take it. Maybe being able to reach out and take it is a gift too.’

BLESSING

May the Father,
who fed his children with bread and honey in the wilderness,
strengthen you in your pilgrimage to the Promised Land. Amen.

May the Son,
who gave his flesh for food and his blood for drink,
keep you in eternal life and raise you up on the last day. Amen.

May the Holy Spirit,
who leads us into all truth,
help you discern the Lord’s body
and empower you to proclaim his death until he comes. Amen.

The ‘Blessing’ is by Michael Perham in Patterns of Worship, Church House Publishing. (10T29)

DISMISSAL

Living God, you created the world and sent your own Son
to live among us, made of the same stuff, breathing the same air,
marvelling at sunrise and sunset just as we do. Help us to participate
in the life around and within us as your life, as you living in
us and we living in you and in each other. God of love and life,
restore us to your peace, renew us through your power and teach
us to love all that you have created and to care for the earth as your
gift and our home. Amen
For further support or enquiries please contact the
Social Justice Unit at the
Uniting Church Centre:
85-89 Edward Street, PERTH, WA, 6843
Phone: 9260 9800
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social.justice@wa.uca.org.au
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