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8 September: It’s not all about me!

WELCOME AND GREETING:

CALL TO WORSHIP:

“The Christian faith is about conversion, turning around, facing in a different

direction,…the Christian faith is about change. Having more knowledge is not going to

solve the problem - we know more than enough of the disaster ahead. The critical

issue is the motivation to change. The problem is in our heads and hearts. We as

individuals, and as a community, are the problem. Climate change is a spiritual

problem. And what I am suggesting is that the problem rests in a limited and narrow

theology which concentrates on the significance of the individual to the detriment of

the cosmological and political aspects of our faith. We need a very different paradigm

of faith – and without it our children’s children face a very grim future.

“Let me say it as clearly as I can. Within our self-centred beliefs and our unwillingness

to change our way of life, lies the core of the problem. Our hope rests, not in

technology, but in dramatically transforming humanity’s relationship to the world –

new values, understandings and attitudes which will make possible new political and

social changes. Nothing less than this will suffice!” (Rev Neville Watson)

SONG: Together in Song Hymn 175 – Did you ever see a kookaburra laugh?

Alternative AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK Hymn 28 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the

King of Creation

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:

Merciful God,
as we praise you and give you thanks
we become aware of the ways in which we fail you,
as members of your broken body, the church,
as stewards of your life, your love, your creation
in this world, planet earth, our only home.
As those who inflict wounds on one another and your earth.

Be merciful to us.

As those who deny justice to your creation,

Be merciful to us.

As those who are blind to the devastation of your creation,

Be merciful to us.
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As those who unthinkingly use more than our share
of the bounty of earth’s resources,

Be merciful to us.

As those who continue to greedily consume
while others barely survive,

Be merciful to us.

As those who are deaf to the cry of your planet earth,
threatened and attacked by human greed,

Be merciful to us.

As those afraid of this world’s torment,

Be merciful to us.

As those who fear for the future of our children,

Be merciful to us.

Forgiving God,
we know that you love us and will help us to change.
Give us the strength
to overcome our weakness, our apathy, our fear;
that we may be co-creators with you
in developing a more just society;
that this earth, our only home, may be a good home for all. Amen.

SONG: Together in Song Hymn 179 – Praise with joy the world’s Creator

Or AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK Hymn 41 - Praise to the Lord, tis good to raise

OFFERING:

Through our offering let us continue the fellowship of Christian giving. We give

generously and intentionally for the work of the Church in the world.

Prayer:

Merciful God, we bring these offerings as people whom you love unconditionally.

Teach us to serve you unconditionally, trusting in your ultimate love through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.
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READINGS: (choose from these if you don’t read all of them)

Jeremiah 18:1-11

Psalm 139

Deuteronomy 30: 15-20

Philemon 1-21

SONG: Together in Song: Hymn 181 – Come, O God of all the earth

Alternative AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 513 - Eternal ruler of the ceaseless round

GOSPEL READING:

Luke 14: 25-33
Leader: Lord, may your word live in us,

All: And bear much fruit to your glory.

SERMON:

Commentary from Rev Dr Bill Loader:

Jeremiah’s image of the potter smashing the shape and starting it anew is a threat.

The threat is trying to persuade Israel to change its ways. Though often used to evoke

a sense of submission and trust as warm malleable clay, the image serves desperate

confrontation. Desperate confrontation (but not violence) is sometimes called for

when waste and greed become entrenched. Future disaster, not from an angry god,

but from the consequences of the thoughtless using up of resources, does indeed

threaten. People need to wake up.

The Psalmist reflects in awe on God’s knowledge of who we are as something

wonderful. That sense of being known and being connected links us not only to God

but to all God’s creatures and to the world in which we live. Out of that sense of

oneness we are liable to develop awareness of what hurts and harms our world and

its people.

The passage from Deuteronomy serves to place people in every age at the crossroads

of choosing life or death which will have consequences for their descendants. This is

a far cry from political decisions designed to win elections and rewards in the short

term. We make decisions which profoundly affect how the world will be for our

children and grandchildren. Living by God’s law as Psalm 1 reminds us is like being a

well-nourished tree – there for fruit and for the long term.

The cost of compassion will mean for Philemon loosening his hold on his slave. It can

also mean loosening the hold which family systems have on us, especially where they

have developed wasteful patterns of use of water, electricity, fossil fuels, not to

speak of unnecessary indulgences that amount to being sucked in by advertisers
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promising new highs. Spend, but spend well. Plan, but plan well in ways that are truly

loving both for others and oneself.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:

We believe that Creation is a gift of God,

an expression of our Creator’s goodness.

We believe that as human beings we are part of this creation

and that we share in a special way in the creative power of God.

We believe that the resources of our land and waters and air

are precious gifts from our Creator,

to be used and looked after with loving care.

We believe that there is a rhythm to God’s creation, like a drum beat;

When we lose the beat, or the drum is damaged, the music is out of tune.

Pacific Women’s ‘Consultations on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation’.

from Prayers and Poems, Songs and Stories, WCC 1988.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:

Leader: Mighty God who created the world and called it good, we pray with the

peoples of the world who live in need whilst others have too much. Lord, hear the

cries of all who are in need this day — for safe water, for safe haven, for health, for

justice, for peace.

All: Let your justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever flowing

stream.

Leader: Let us pray for our overseas neighbours who are unable to enjoy their human

rights to basic resources like housing, food and clean water. May our church

communities commit to sharing our wealth with them.

All: Let your justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever flowing

stream.

Let us pray that our country will maintain an ever-growing commitment to overseas

aid and development.

All: Give us the courage to respond to your call.

Let us pray for the success of all aid agencies and those who work for peace and

justice so that our sisters and brothers everywhere can enjoy God’s gifts, that the
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hungry may be fed and all people celebrate abundant life.

All: Give us the courage to respond to your call.

O God, pour out your spirit on us, so that we live in your strength not our own.

Help us to stand alongside those who struggle daily for what they need to live, so

that all may be refreshed and renewed by your love.

ALL: Move us to work together, nation and nation, to ensure that every person and

every family have enough food to sustain health and have access to pure water to

ensure wholesome living as God had planned. Amen

THE PEACE:

Offer to each other a sign of peace.

In some churches, today will be their time of Communion or Lord’s Supper. If this is

not a day for Communion, the following section “Thinking about our Theme” offers

suggestions of other actions.

THINKING ABOUT OUR THEME

The theme for the day is - it’s not all about me!

Mahatma Ghandi said ‘Live simply, so all may simply live’

Let us think about how much energy the average Australian uses each week to do

things like:

Wash clothes, Play computer games, Heat their house, Cook their meals, Clean their

house

Note: the Australian national average Electricity consumption of 6,570 kWhs per year

(18 kWh per day).

Compare this to people who are living in developing countries with minimal energy

(power which goes off for hours at a time, or which is generated by human activity

like moving a grinding wheel or a bicycle).

Basil the Great said, "The bread which you hold back belongs to the hungry; the coat,

which you guard in your locked storage-chests, belongs to the naked; the footwear

mouldering in your closet belongs to those without shoes".

In a very real sense our excess can fill the vacuum of their lack, may even be the

difference between life and death.

We can’t pack up the energy we choose not to use on ourselves so that we can fill a

shipping container and send it somewhere needy, like East Timor for example. We



can, however, save money by limiting our energy use and perhaps give some of it to

an aid agency. We can also help to reduce the amount of CO2 which is going into the

atmosphere – which in turn affects the climate of the poorest people of the world.

Simply by making a voluntary reduction and redistribution of resources is the most

straightforward and potentially powerful way ordinary people can do extraordinary

things.

Will you take the pledge?

SONG: Together in Song 106 - Now thank we all our God

Alternative AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 14 - Now thank we all our God

BLESSING

Let us go out rejoicing and free from all encumbrances, to follow Jesus whatever

the cost.

The blessing of God, the courage of Jesus and the upholding of the Holy Spirit are

ours, always.

AMEN

I pledge to reduce my household energy use

 I am going to turn off the computer when I move away from it

 I am going to have one night a week when I don’t watch TV at all

 As a family we will have one hour per week as a ‘mini Earth Hour’-

we will turn off the lights and appliances and do things which do

not cost the earth anything!
For further support or enquiries please contact the
Social Justice Unit at the
Uniting Church Centre:
85-89 Edward Street, PERTH, WA, 6843
Phone: 9260 9800
social.justice@wa.uca.org.au
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