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15 September: Finding the hidden and the lost

WELCOME AND GREETING:

We have gone astray like lost sheep, but there is One who searches for us without

ceasing, Jesus the shepherd comes to seek and to save the lost. Let us join hearts in

worshipping God who has provided rescue for all without exception.

CALL TO WORSHIP:

Lord, God of all creatures great and small, we often do not take the time to marvel at

the beautiful world in which we live.

Today we stop and thank you for this wonderful world.

Today we are aware of just how much we have been given, and take the time to be

grateful.

We give thanks for our homes and families, our friends and church community, our

very lives.

We thank you for the beauty of the Australian land in which we live, and for the

peace and freedom we enjoy.

We give thanks for our natural environment and its wonder and diversity.

Help us to open our hearts to gratitude.

In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

SONG: Together in Song Hymn 135 – All things bright and beautiful *

or AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 70

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:

Gracious God

We acknowledge that we have not always acted out of appreciation for this world in

which we live.

We have not valued and respected animals. In greed and self-indulgence we have

destroyed their habitats.

Lord, challenge our assumptions about what is important in this world.

Lord, we acknowledge that some have over-bred and overgrazed the land and

caused suffering to animals. This was in part caused by our society’s demand for

cheap food.
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Lord, challenge our habits, our ignorance and our indifference.

Lord, we acknowledge that human beings have disrupted the balance of life, bringing

some species to extinction by introducing alien specimens or by destroying animals in

fear or ignorance.

Lord, open our minds to the wisdom of past experience and the warnings of those

who care.

Lord, we have been foolish. We have not followed your ways. We have not cared for

this world as we should. Now our earth requires us to act with thought for those

who come after us, that there will be a world that is safe and abundant for them

too. Help us to learn how to live respectfully in this world.

Words of assurance from 1 Tim 1:12-17- a reading set for today

Gratitude for Mercy

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged

me faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a

blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had

acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the

faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance,

that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost.

But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ

might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come

to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only

God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

SONG: Together in Song Hymn 122 – What shall I do, my God to love?

Or AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK Hymn 43 - Give to our God immortal praise

OFFERING

Thankful of God’s love and care for us, we make our offering to share our love and

care with others.

Prayer:

Ever living God, you want no-one to perish and you sent your Son to save us all. We

thank you for rescuing us from our darkness and danger. Accept our gifts to help

those who seek out the lost, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN
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READINGS: choose between these readings set for today

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28

Psalm 14

Exodus 32: 7-14

SONG: Together in Song Hymn 153 – God is love, let heav’n adore him

(also in AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 93)

GOSPEL READING:

Luke 15:1-10

Leader: Lord, may your word live in us:

All: And bear much fruit to your glory.

SERMON:

Commentary by Dr Bill Loader

The reduction of landscapes to barren wastes which Jeremiah depicts is something

we have learned to do for ourselves, not something we need to attribute to demons

or deities. From burning forests to overgrazing to pollution with chemical waste, let

alone nuclear waste, we do it to ourselves. Every garden must have its dying, every

recovery of minerals must break the surface, every foundation must make holes, but

the key is how we manage the dying and rising rhythm of life, not wasteful

abandonment.

The Psalmist protests against those who would exploit the poor, “who eat up my

people as they eat bread”. Our exploitations are much less visible because their

effects are far away or when they come to view are put to rest with donations that

make us feel better. Giving only makes sense if it helps others stand on their own

two feet. Our world of nations has grasped this, but it is hard to persuade our

government to raise its stakes in bringing such justice.

Worshipping a golden calf is not on our agenda. Honouring those who make us rich

and help us keep our wealth to ourselves certainly is. That god of greed will have

wheeled itself out in election speeches and won appeal. Few will find the Psalmist’s

confession relevant nor seek a clean heart.

Choosing alternatives can make us swing between feeling like the shepherd or

feeling like the lost sheep, between being the woman searching or being the lost

coin. For Jesus both are signs of where God is – loving or being loved. The shepherd

and the woman could have saved themselves the bother. They had more than
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enough to do. We can go beyond our busy-ness with the familiar. Letting oneself be

found or discovered or finding oneself makes such freedom possible.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:

We are not alone,

we live in God's world.

We believe in God:

who has created and is creating,

who has come in Jesus,

the Word made flesh,

to reconcile and make new,

who works in us and others

by the Spirit.

We trust in God.

We are called to be the Church:

to celebrate God's presence,

to live with respect in Creation,

to love and serve others,

to seek justice and resist evil,

to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,

our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,

God is with us.

We are not alone.

Thanks be to God.

From the United Church of Canada’s Affirmation of Faith 2013
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Offering and Opportunity for activity:

The gratitude wall –if you have used this in your worship space during Sustainable

September, the offering today could be the focus of a time of activity for the

congregation. Instead of sitting in their seats and having their offerings collected,

they could take them to a central location and whilst they are standing, stick their

gratitude ‘post it notes’ to the gratitude wall.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:

Gracious and ever seeking God,

We come to you in prayer for all those who are lost today:

We ask you to help us see them in the dark corners of our lives –

The ones who are too quiet, never demanding, used to taking the back seat…

The ones who have given up on us, who have stopped coming around, who retired

hurt….

In all the history of the life of the Church we have known times of great grace and

times of great conflict, and people have either been helped or hindered.

As we now see what was previously hidden, work a grace in our hearts to reach out

afresh to the lost.

We ask you to help us see the lost of our society –

The asylum seekers, who come for help and find more persecution.

The indigenous who are damaged and have not found healing,

The unemployed who were disregarded and not chosen

The different who never feel accepted,

The elderly who feel invisible

The mentally ill who have no one to understand them.

As we now see what was previously hidden, work a grace in our hearts to reach out

afresh to the lost.

We ask you to help us see the lost areas of our world-

Rubbish heaps, poisoned waterways, salt damaged earth,

Drought affected plains, flooded coastal areas, cyclone ravaged towns.
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The animals now facing extinction, the plants struggling to survive against introduced

weeds and disruptive land use.

As we now see what was previously hidden, work a grace in our hearts to reach out

afresh to the lost.

Lord, you turn upside down our ideas of who and what is important. You found us,

let us be those who find what you value.

In the name of Jesus who understood the value of one sheep.

Amen

THE PEACE:

Offer to each other a sign of peace.

In some churches, today will be their time of Communion or Lord’s Supper. The

following may guide you in preparation of this time. If this is not a day for

Communion, please go to the section “Thinking about out Theme” for suggestions of

other actions.

THINKING ABOUT OUR THEME

The theme for the day is - Finding the hidden and the lost

1. Ask a member of the congregation who is senior, to talk about what they think

was good about the ‘olden days’ that has been lost in our modern life. You may

need to talk this through with them beforehand. Think about things like –making

your own fun, going on a camping holiday, having Christmas dinner at the beach,

mum’s home style cooking, singing around the piano, playing games outside all

day with other kids in the street, making a billy cart etc etc. Ask modern families

to consider finding some time today to play board games or go throw a ball in

the park together, as a way of making simple fun.

2. Think about the endangered Carnaby’s cockatoo:

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/black-

cockatoo.html. Show some pictures and talk about what threats they face –

reduction of habitat, reduction of places to nest, reduction in native vegetation.

Go outside and plant a native tree on the Church property –one which is native

to your area. If it doesn’t help the cockatoo –it will support other wildlife!

SONG: Together in Song Hymn 474 – Here in this place new light is streaming

Alternative AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK Hymn 520 - Take my life and let it be

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/black-cockatoo.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/black-cockatoo.html


WORD OF MISSION:

Go out into the highways and byways, to the dark and hidden places –seek out the

lost - restore hope, restore life.

BLESSING

And the blessing of the Creative, redeeming, ever seeking God will go with you!
For further support or enquiries please contact the
Social Justice Unit at the
Uniting Church Centre:
85-89 Edward Street, PERTH, WA, 6843
Phone: 9260 9800
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social.justice@wa.uca.org.au
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