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22 September: Enough – God First!

WELCOME AND GREETING:

CALL TO WORSHIP:

We gather together to celebrate the joy in our lives.
God's love fills our hearts to overflowing with laughter.
We gather, in God's presence, to find comfort and hope for our pain.
God's grace wipes away our tears and knits us together as one people.
We gather together, in God's presence, to worship God in faith and truth.
Alleluia! Amen!

Thom M Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies Sept 2010

SONG: Together in Song Hymn 107 - Sing praise and thanksgiving, let all

creatures living

(also in AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK Hymn 25)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:

Before we speak, God knows our needs, yet our words open our hearts to God's

grace. Let us prepare ourselves for God's healing as, in words and silence, we tell

of all that separates us from God and one another. Please join me as we pray:

Unison Prayer of Confession

First of all, Everlasting God, we must confess how we have not lived as your

people. We serve many masters - work, wealth, power, addictions - yet find no

hope in them. We hear the cries of the poor, and shut the doors of our hearts

to them. We ridicule those who expose their hopes and dreams to us.

Forgive us, Compassion's Heart, and heal us of our brokenness. Make us well,

so that by our healing, we might be the hope and love others need in their

lives, even as Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, brought these gifts to us, calling

us to be faithful with the grace, peace, and joy entrusted to us.

Silence is kept

Assurance of Pardon
Now that we have let go of the pain, the bitterness, the anger of our lives, let us

be kind, tender-hearted, and gentle towards each other, forgiving as God has

forgiven us.

We are God's beloved children, and will model God's grace and love in our

hearts. Thanks be to God!

We are forgiven! Amen.
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Thom M Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies, Sept. 2010

SONG: Together in Song 227 - When morning gilds the skies

OR in AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 151

OFFERING

With our offering, let us continue to faithfully provide for every good work and

word.

Prayer for the offering

Lord Jesus you are faithful in all things. We make an offering of the lesser things, so

that your people may attend to greater things and bring glory to you. AMEN

READINGS: Choose from these:

Jeremiah 8: 18-9:1

Psalm 79

Amos 8:4-7

Psalm 113

1 Timothy 2:1-7

SONG: Together in Song 253 - O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr

or Alternative Australian Hymn Book 133 - Come let us Join with Cheerful songs

GOSPEL READING:

Luke 16:1-13

Leader: Lord, may your word live in us,

All: And bear much fruit to your glory.

SERMON:

Commentary by Dr Bill Loader

Jeremiah’s grief at the distress of his people is far from the experience of most of

us, but not from others. Imagining ourselves into the situation, both of those who

do live on the edge and of future generations is important. It can inform our

decision-making about how we live now, how best to preserve resources and

provide for sustainable development that will benefit those who come after us.

Psalm 79 also mourns the devastation of the Babylonian invasion and the temple’s
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destruction in 586 BCE.

Amos, a century and a half earlier, focuses not on foreign invasions, but home grown

exploitation and obsession with monetary gain. Such obsession manipulates markets,

speculates with investments, and, left unregulated, plunges the whole system into

turmoil as with the global financial crisis. Buying and selling belongs to human

community and rewards initiative and inventiveness, but fair trade easily morphs into

ripping others off others. Psalm 113 praises God not as a magnate who has made it,

modelled on the wealthy exploiters, but as the one who wants to get people back up

out of the dust, recreate them.

Ensconced in the power structures of the empire, the author of 1 Timothy portrays

Paul as urging prayer for those who rule. That can be a first step to religion

subordinating itself to interests of rulers, but it can also remind us that politicians are

people, too, who have chosen a less mercenary option than would have been open to

most, who need respect and encouragement not ridicule.

Perhaps Jesus’ puzzling parable was originally Jesus’ defence against the accusation

that he had no right to write off people’s sins. Its ambiguity inspired reflection on

wealth. Wealth should rule not us but we should rule wealth - but making sure we

rule from God’s perspective, which will always be confrontingly generous.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:

We are a Pilgrim People

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

We proclaim Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen One,

confessing him as Lord

to the glory of God the Father.

In the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

we acclaim Jesus as the Lord of the Church,

the Head over all things,

the beginning of a new creation.

We acknowledge that we live and work

between the time of Christ’s death and resurrection

and the final consummation of all things

which he will bring.

We are a pilgrim people,

always on the way towards a promised goal;



5

on the way Christ feeds us with word and sacraments,

and we have the gift of the Spirit

in order that we may not lose the way.

We will live and work within the faith and unity

of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church,

bearing witness to that unity

which is both Christ’s gift and his will.

We affirm that every member of the Church

is engaged to confess the faith of Christ crucified.

Together with all the people of God,

we will serve the world for which Christ died.

And we await with hope the day of the Lord Jesus

Christ. Amen

(from Uniting in Worship 2)

OFFERING:

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:

From our readings for today, some Instructions concerning Prayer- 1 Timothy 2

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings

should be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we

may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is

acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires everyone to be saved and to

come to the knowledge of the truth. For

there is one God;

there is also one mediator between God and humankind,

Christ Jesus, himself human,

who gave himself a ransom for all

—this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle

(I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

We come to the One who inspires our prayers, who desires everyone to be saved and

to come to the knowledge of the truth

For the leaders of the world* (pause - let people say their own prayers either aloud or

spoken quietly after each petition)
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We seek your guidance and help

For those in authority in our nation*

We seek your guidance and help

For those who must make decisions*

We seek your guidance and help

For those who feel as though they have no power*

We seek your guidance and help

For those who have gone wrong and are finding it difficult to get back to the

straight path*

We seek your guidance and help

For ourselves, that we might choose rightly*

We seek your guidance and help

Through Christ, amen

THE PEACE:

Offer to each other the sign of peace.

In some churches, today will be their time of Communion or Lord’s Supper. If this is

not a day for Communion, the following section “Thinking about our Theme” offers

suggestions of other actions.

THINKING ABOUT OUR THEME

The theme for the day - Enough- God first!

As an introduction, you could tell this story from the life of John Wesley:

In 1731, Wesley began to limit his expenses so that he would have more money to

give to the poor. He records that one year his income was 30 pounds and his living

expenses 28 pounds, so he had 2 pounds to give away. The next year his income

doubled, but he still managed to live on 28 pounds, so he had 32 pounds to give to

the poor. In the third year, his income jumped to 90 pounds. Instead of letting his

expenses rise with his income, he kept them to 28 pounds and gave away 62

pounds. In the fourth year, he received 120 pounds. As before, his expenses were 28

pounds, so his giving rose to 92 pounds.

Wesley felt that the Christian should not merely tithe but give away all extra
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income once the family and creditors were taken care of. He believed that with

increasing income, what should rise is not the Christian’s standard of living but the

standard of giving.

Invite people to discuss with their near neighbours what they think of this idea.

 How much have Australian standards of living risen in their own lifetimes?

 What makes it so hard to follow Wesley’s example?

Another idea:

Keeping the Sabbath - a practice of caring for each other and the earth.

Rabbi David Freilich recently commented at an interfaith forum in Perth, that the

Jewish practice of Sabbath-Keeping was ‘an Earth hour for a day a week every

week!’. On that day Jewish people don’t use their cars, don’t work, don’t use

technology or even turn on electric lights…imagine what that would do for their

carbon footprints!

Perhaps the congregation would like to discuss this in small groups:

 In a world where we are all so busy and sleep deprived, what are the

obstacles for us just trying to take a day each week to rest and not

consume at our normal rate?

 Would they be able to commit themselves to a whole day? Would they try

it?

SONG: Together in Song 651 Take, take off your shoes, you’re standing on holy

ground

or Alternative AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 518 - From thee all skill and science flow

WORD OF MISSION:

No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the

other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and

wealth.

BLESSING

Stand at the crossroads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good

way lies; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls." (Jeremiah 6:16),

And the Blessing of God, the presence of Jesus and the empowering of the Holy

Spirit will be with us all. Amen.

We are standing at a crossroads. Together let us seek the good way and find rest

for all of God's creation.
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