
Children’s Ministry Resource

Week 1— Sunday, 1 September

Background research: watch this YouTube video called

“the story of stuff”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLBE5QAYXp8

Key Scripture and Memory verse

Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, ‘I

will never leave you or forsake you.’ Hebrews 11

Opening Prayer:

Dear God, Help us to remember that this is your world, and to take good care of it. Amen

Thinking about Important things:

Ask the children: Did the Church have a pile of rubbish in it today? Why would that be?

Introduce the idea of caring for the earth by not throwing things away into rubbish tips but finding

ways to re-use things to give them a new life again.

If your Church has the equipment or you can bring a laptop to the Children’s area, you could watch

this short video on recycling, told for children:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5c5cnM_TdHw

Remind the children that God made the earth and gave it to us to care for.

Suggested Activities: (theme of too much rubbish)

Recycled art activity:

Bring in a pile of rubbish and let the children work together to turn it into something useful or arty.

 Bring in an old tee shirt or three (different colours are good) and cut them into

narrow strips. Plait the strips and make hair bands or ribbons for tying up gifts.

 Tear out some coloured magazine pages and roll them into tubes-run a line of glue

along the outermost edge to seal them so they don’t unravel. Use the tubes around

the outside of a food container to make it into a holder for pens etc.

 Younger children may enjoy threading plastic bottle caps onto a string to make a

necklace (you will need to prepare the holes in the bottle caps beforehand).

Closing Prayer:

If you have a globe, ask the children to gather around and put their hands on it as you lead them in

prayer for the world.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLBE5QAYXp8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5c5cnM_TdHw


Children’s Ministry Resource

Week 2— Sunday, 8 September

Memory verse:

“loving the Lord your God, walking in God’s ways”

Deuteronomy 30

Opening Prayer:

Help us to love you and each other. Amen

Story time:

Tell the story of ‘stone soup’- a traditional story.

Some travellers come to a village, carrying nothing more than an empty cooking pot. Upon their

arrival, the villagers are unwilling to share any of their food stores with the hungry travellers. Then

the travellers go to a stream and fill the pot with water, drop a large stone in it, and place it over a

fire. One of the villagers becomes curious and asks what they are doing? The travellers answer that

they are making "stone soup", which tastes wonderful, although it still needs a little bit of garnish to

improve the flavour, which they are missing. The villager does not mind parting with a few carrots to

help them out, so that gets added to the soup. Another villager walks by, inquiring about the pot,

and the travellers again mention their stone soup which has not reached its full potential yet. The

villager hands them a little bit of potato to help them out. More and more villagers walk by, each

adding another ingredient. Finally, a delicious and nourishing pot of soup is enjoyed by all.

Remind the children of the day that Jesus fed all of the people in the crowd using just 5 loaves and

two fish.

Suggested Activities:

Act out the story: who brought the carrots? Who brought the potatoes? Etc

Who ate the soup in the end?

Make an illustrated recipe for stone soup for the children to give to their parents later!

Closing Prayer:

Dear God, Thank you for all of the good things we have to eat. Help us to share what we have with

each other. Amen



Children’s Ministry Resource

Week 3— Sunday, 15 September

Memory Verse:

Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had

lost.”

Storytime:

Talk about how we have to look for things that are lost:

 Car keys

 Shoes

 Pieces of toys

How do you look for something? How do you feel when you find it?

Tell the gospel story about looking for the lost coin.

Suggested Activities:

Nature walk – if it is good weather, go outside for a nature walk/treasure hunt. Ask the children to

find some things like:

 Wild Flowers

 Pine cone

 Blade of grass

 Clover leaf

 Seeds or seed pod

 Smooth/shiny rock

 Feather

If the weather does not allow this, perhaps you could bring some items normally found in nature

and hide them in the children’s area and ask them to hunt them out.

Then ask them if they saw any rubbish lying around. Talk about how rubbish can hurt animals by

getting tangled around their wings/limbs or being caught in their beaks/mouths.

Talk about how some animals are ‘getting lost’ because their homes are being destroyed.

Remind the children that we need to take care of the precious world in which we live

Closing Prayer:

Dear God, thank you for our world. Please help us to look after it and not lose any animals or plants.

Amen



Children’s Ministry Resource

Week 4— Sunday, 22 September

Memory Verse:

“You give life to everything, and the multitudes of

heaven worship you." (Nehemiah 9:6)

Storytime:

The focus of our children’s ministry today is to enable a greater appreciation of all of life and to

encourage children to take care of the earth.

Suggested Activities:

1. Take an old dry wooden stick fallen from a tree, and compare it to the soft green living wood

of a plant. Ask what the differences are –how living things grow. What might have caused

the stick to die? Did it get broken away from the roots of the tree which fed it? Did the

whole plant die?

2. Talk about God’s creation of the earth, and our role as ‘helpers’ to take care of the earth.

3. What can we do to help living things stay alive? Things like plants and worms and birds? Help

the children move from direct action like watering the garden, through to things like leaving

trees grow in the bush for birds to nest in.

4. Let the children express their desire to take care of the living things on earth through one of

these activities:

1. Taking good care of the earth colouring page

Here is a printable colouring page which you can use with the children. Get them to

decorate it as they like.

This is found here –you can make it as big as you like!

http://printables.kaboose.com/take-care-of-earth.pdf

2. Give each child a small recycled container like a yoghurt container, which you have

prepared with a few holes for drainage. Let the children fill the containers with potting

mix and then provide them with a seed (nasturtium seeds are good –big enough to

handle and pretty hardy…and you get flowers!) to plant. They can take the pot home

and look after it.

Closing Prayer:

Dear God, thank you for the world you have given us to live in. Help us to care for it well. Amen

http://printables.kaboose.com/take-care-of-earth.pdf

