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Call to Worship 
 

You are invited to respond with actions 

 

Creator God, 

out of the darkness, 

life emerged. 

 

A candle is lit 

 

In light and breath 

you gave birth to the world. 

 

Take a deep breath in and out 

 

Jesus is the light of the world. 

In him all things are made whole. 

 

Cup your hands together and then make them into a ball. Hold them together for a few moments. 

(UnitingJustice) 

 

 

Possible hymns from TIS for this service  

188 Where wide sky rolls down  

182 Bring many names 

474 Here in this place new light is streaming 

For other help in finding songs about the care of creation try this site: 

http://earthministry.org/worship/songs/ 

 

http://earthministry.org/worship/songs/


A New Creed 
(from the United Church of Canada) 

 

We are not alone, 

we live in God’s world. 

We believe in God: 

who has created and is creating, 

who has come in Jesus, 

the Word made flesh, 

to reconcile and make new, 

who works in us and others 

by the Spirit. 

We trust in God. 

We are called to be the Church: 

to celebrate God’s presence, 

to live with respect in Creation, 

to love and serve others, 

to seek justice and resist evil, 

to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God. (UnitingJustice) 

 

A Uniting Church in Australia Prayer – ‘For The Sake Of 
The Planet’ 

Creator God, 

breath and source of life, 

in love you called the world into being 

and in grace you made us and call us your children. 

We stand in awe of the wonder of your creation: 

its beauty and wildness; 

complexity and power; 

resilience and fragility. 

God of life, 

you call us to be participants in the web and 

wellspring of life: 

to be nurtured by the planet; 

to be nurturing of the planet; 

to cherish the world and all that lives. 

But we have failed and creation groans under our weight. 

God of grace, 

forgive us in our brokenness: 



when we have taken too much from the earth; 

when we have not spoken out 

against greed and destruction; 

when we have allowed our most vulnerable neighbours 

to be harmed. 

We seek courage and forgiveness to be made whole. 

God of love, 

we pray for those people, communities and nations 

already suffering the devastating effects of climate change; 

and we pray for the diversity of life on earth, 

so much of it already threatened by our actions. 

God of hope, 

we pray for the world’s leaders 

Bless them with wisdom and creativity, 

and a shared vision of hope for all creation. 

May they find the determination 

to take strong action against climate change, 

and the political will to act together for the common good. 

Creator God, 

we pray for us all, 

that we might restore our relationships with each other 

and work together to heal the earth. 

Renew us in your grace 

for the sake of your creation. Amen. 
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Symbolic actions for assist us in worship 
 

 As it is spring, it may be a fine day for you to hold your worship outside. There is something 

very special about being aware of the sights and sounds of nature whilst we worship. Take 

out some chairs, or ask the congregation to bring folding chairs. Set up on a church lawn or 

go to a nearby park.  This may help to reflect on the reading from Ex 3:1-15 about “holy 

ground”. Do we have ‘holy ground” where we meet with God? How do you take care of ‘holy 

ground’? What does it mean to take off your shoes so your skin is in contact with the earth? 

Why don’t we do this more?  

 

 Psalm 105- whilst the psalm is being read, invite everyone to a table upon which there are 

a variety of branches, nuts and seeds from the WA flora. Ask each person to ‘remember the 

wonderful works God has done”, in giving us the amazingly diverse and fragile environment 

in which we live. They can take these back to their places or they can place them in a tray 

which is covered with sand, to make a sand picture. 

 



 The theme of Sustainable September 2017 is “for the beauty of the earth”. Show some 

pictures of beautiful places –and talk about how wonderful it is to enjoy such places. Then 

reflect on the way in which our beautiful earth is under threat. Perhaps mention the Great 

Barrier Reef, and its coral bleaching due to ocean acidification and warming oceans.  

 
Sermon starter ideas:  

 With reference to the Romans 12 reading, consider how the reading calls forth the kinds of 

behaviours and attitudes necessary for us to lead the response to the challenges of climate 

change.  

 How can we ‘rejoice in hope”, for example, when great chunks of the Antarctic ice 

cap float into the sea?  

 How can we ‘hate what is evil” when we are told that “Just 90 companies are to 

blame for most climate change”? (http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/08/just-

90-companies-are-blame-most-climate-change-carbon-accountant-says) 

 “How do we hold fast to that which is good” when so much of the way we live 

modern western society is destroying the earth with plastic pollution and carbon 

emissions because of our love of petrol engines and air travel?  

 With reference to the Matthew reading, in what way does ‘care for the earth’ require a 

denial of ourselves? Is it possible that our western consumption patterns make it look like 

we are ‘gaining the whole world’ but losing our lives and the life of our planet? 

 

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/08/just-90-companies-are-blame-most-climate-change-carbon-accountant-says
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/08/just-90-companies-are-blame-most-climate-change-carbon-accountant-says

