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CALL TO WORSHIP 

There is an opportunity to have a visual reminder of the 

nature of water in our lives: perhaps you could arrange for 

two glass jugs – one filled with tap or tank water, and one 

filled with water from the nearest lake, pond or river. In the 

service think about those who have access to clean water – 

and those who don’t.  

  

Water… 

It quenches thirst, cleans out dirt and fills empty spaces. 

As we worship this morning, 

may the Spirit flow into us like fresh water, 

quenching our thirst for a deeper relationship with God, 

cleaning out those things from within us which inhibit a whole life  

and saturating us anew in the love shown to us in Jesus Christ. 

  

Let us worship God 

  

OPENING PRAYER 

O God, you offer us wholeness in our lives.  

In our time together this morning,  

help us to be open to receiving new life. 

Help us to see how you would have us live,  

that we may live our faith with integrity. 

We know that your ways are not our ways. 

Help us to meet the challenge to how we are living, 

and have the courage to face it honestly,  



making changes which bring us into a closer relationship with you. 

In our time together this morning, 

May we experience your love in new and fresh ways,  

and may we let it overflow in our living 

to everything and everyone around us. Amen. 

  

HYMN/SONG 

TIS 190 Colourful Creator, God of mystery 

TIS 464/AHB 397 Seek, O seek the Lord, while he is near 

  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONFESSION 

Our faithful God calls us into partnership to care for each other and the world in which we live. 

Let us offer our thanks and acknowledge our shortcomings. Let us pray: 

  

O God, we give thanks for the rich diversity in which we live. 

Our communities are filled with people from many cultures 

whose different ways of living can enrich our lives. 

Our earth is filled with an amazing array of flora and fauna, 

so much being exclusive to the land in which we live. 

The beauty of our deserts and our plains  

our long white beaches and our rolling hills  

our great forests and our colourful wildflowers are awe inspiring. 

How can we help but love this beautiful land. 

It is so precious and so fragile. 

It is so susceptible to the ways of modern living 

and we acknowledge that much of how we live  

is destructive to this land. 

  

When we have failed to share your love in all creation 

We pray for your forgiveness. 

  

When we have acted thoughtlessly and destructively 

We pray for your forgiveness. 



  

When we have failed to encourage others to care for this earth 

We pray for your forgiveness. 

  

Help us to treat your world with greater respect  

that we may truly live out our faith in our daily lives. Amen. 

  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, 

not counting our trespasses against us, 

entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 

We are a forgiven people. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

HYMN/SONG-suggestions 

TIS 414 There’s a spirit in the air (alt tune Seasons of the Spirit CD Vol 4 track 1) 

TIS 609/AHB 537 May the mind of Christ my Saviour 

TIS 596 / AHB 515 Fill my whole life 

TIS 149 This is my Father’s world 

  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Our God of Creation, 

you promise us a future which is far better than we deserve.  

Help us to participate in bringing the Good News to life. 

  

We pray for those who spoil the earth: 

like those who throw rubbish out car windows, 

or who trample our bushlands 

and who pour out chemicals heedlessly,  

contaminating the ground and waterways. 

Help them to appreciate the beauty around them, to learn to act wisely instead of destructively. 

  

We pray for those who do not realise they are creating excessive landfill: 



those who discard instead of recycle, 

who buy products in packaging when a better alternative is available 

who waste much of what can be used productively. 

Help them to re-evaluate their habits, so less is being packed into 

landfill sites which affect the ecology of the area around them. 

Help each one of us to consider how we use the earth’s resources in our living, how we use and 

abuse your wonderful creation. Help us to put faith into action for we are called to "work out our 

salvation with fear and trembling". 

May we always be open to you shaping our lives, so that all the earth may rejoice. Amen. 

  

Readings: 

Exodus 17:1-7 

Ps 78:1-4, 12-16  

Phil 2:1-13, Imitating Christ’s Humility 

Mt 21:23-32 the Authority of Jesus Questioned 

Sermon Starters: 

The Exodus 17 reading calls us to consider our reliance on the things the environment provides for 

our life, all of which are given by God. The Israelites were very aware that they were dependent 

upon a regular supply of fresh water as they travelled through the desert places. Their trust in the 

leadership of Moses and even God were on the line when there was no water to drink.  In some 

Australian cities water restrictions during droughts have given some of us a greater awareness of the 

water sources we rely upon. 

What about the right of all people to fresh water? What about the way our living pollutes the water 

sources we rely upon? The Swan River and other south-west water courses struggle with overloads 

of fertiliser and debris, whilst the natural environment is being depleted.  What could we do to take 

more care of the water around us?  

In the context of prayers for peace this week, what does it mean for places of conflict to deny one 

another the right to access water sources? Consider the situation in many places in the Middle East, 

including Palestine and Israel. 

  

Ps 78:1-4, 12-16  

The Psalm reminds us of the way God provided for the people of Israel in the desert. In what way are 

we aware of the way we have been provided for? Are we grateful?  

 

The Philippians 2 reading is an ancient hymn of the church.  The humility of Christ in becoming a 

human being with all the limitations of the created world, is given to us as an example of profound 

compassion and care for others. 



In considering our response to the degradation of the earth, the challenges of global warming, the 

extinction of species and the carbon footprint of our lives – can we take action for the benefit of 

others – or will it always be about ‘what suits us’ first?  

  

The Gospel reading in Mt 21:23-32 is the demand that the lives of disciples of Jesus should be 

marked by faithful action which backs up the commitments and beliefs we have made. Those who 

have ‘promised but not acted’ are those who live falsely.  Those who hear the message of Jesus and 

act on it, even if they have been in error before, are praised. 

Which group – the Promisers or the Doers – do we belong to in relation to the care of the earth? 

What will we do to take action?  

We encourage you as worship leaders and facilitators to help your community not just think about 

sustainability and care for creation, but put these ideas into practice! 

The Social Justice Unit of the WA Synod has resources to help local congregations become more 

sustainable. Ask us about our Local Congregation Environment Policy and visit the Ecochurcheswa 

website: https://ecochurcheswa.net/how-to-make-your-church-more-eco-friendly/ for more ideas. 

You could try to add one extra sustainable practice to your congregation’s life each year – and build 

up a sustainable church bit by bit. It is not hard, and could even save money in the longer term!  

  

Hymn/Song 

ATFG 586 We will love    (All Together For Good) 

TIS 411/ AHB 328  Filled with the Spirit’s power 

TIS 749 Thuma mina (Send me, Lord) 

  

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 

Go into this week and live out your faith with integrity. 

Practice caring for all things great and small. 

And may the wisdom of God guide all your thoughts 

the love of Jesus Christ guide all you say 

and the power of the Holy Spirit empower all that you do 

as you work to bring God’s Creation to fulfilling life. Amen. 

  

HYMN/SONG 

TIS 755 You shall go out with joy 
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