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Note: read the introduction to the Sustainable September resource pack as you begin to plan this 

service. You will find resources to explain how climate change action is now urgent, and suggestions 

for further reading.  

Before the service place four bowls at the entrance to the church. One should hold water, one rocks 

and shells, one flowers and one soil. Ask the greeters to encourage people to touch the contents of 

the bowls as they enter.  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Invite a young child to say this children’s prayer for Earth: 

 

Thank you God for the sun,  

the sky,  

for all the things that like to fly,  

the shining rain that turns grass green,  

the earth we know -  

the world unseen -  

for stars and night, and once again  

the every-morning sun. Amen.  

Source: http://schools.alcdsb.on.ca/environmentaled/Environmental%20Prayers/Prayers%20for%
20Creation%20An%20EcoSchools%20Resource.pdf  

GIFT PROCESSION 

Have four young people process down the aisle with the bowls of water, rocks, flowers or soil as 
these lines are said:  

Leader: We will now carry up four gifts which symbolise our earth.  

1. We celebrate the gift of water which provides life for all creation  

All: We thank you God for this gift.  

http://schools.alcdsb.on.ca/environmentaled/Environmental%20Prayers/Prayers%20for%20Creation%20An%20EcoSchools%20Resource.pdf
http://schools.alcdsb.on.ca/environmentaled/Environmental%20Prayers/Prayers%20for%20Creation%20An%20EcoSchools%20Resource.pdf
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2. We celebrate the gifts of rocks, shells and minerals.  

All: We thank you God for this gift.  

3. We celebrate the gifts of plants, flowers, and trees which give us air, beauty, medicine and 

food.  

All: We thank you God for this gift.  

4. We celebrate the gift of soil in which we plant seeds for food and survival.  

All: We thank you God for this gift.  

Source: http://schools.alcdsb.on.ca/environmentaled/Environmental%20Prayers/Prayers%20for%
20Creation%20An%20EcoSchools%20Resource.pdf  

 

HYMN  TIS 137 For the Beauty of the Earth 

(You may like to play this video while you sing to provide appropriate accompanying visuals 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PaMkj4_H8WM  (3:38) - the words are also included.) 

 

VIDEO CLIP 

This is Our Earth: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkNSaIlo-
MI&list=PLGzK5Z3cmj0x6XDXzkS5rLbhaycqOVk36 

Play only up to 1:21 on timer.  

 

Leader: We live in a beautiful world. A world we all know is threatened by our own actions, and 

those of humanity. We often respond to hearing about this destruction by promising to do 

better, but we aren’t always able to keep those promises.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, Creator and Lover of all that is, 

we confess to you that we have sinned. 

We have failed to keep our promises to your creation, 

and many have paid the price. 

We have failed in our care for the land and its creatures, 

we have been greedy, destructive, and wasteful 

of the resources you entrusted to us. 

Polluted air and water, 

eroded soil and salty earth, 

birds and animals deprived of habitat, 

and neighbours left hungry and thirsty by our selfishness: 

all these cry out against us. 

We repent in sorrow and distress. 

Forgive us, we pray, and have mercy. 

 Give us grace to change our ways, 

 to make amends, 

 and to work together for the healing of the world, 

http://schools.alcdsb.on.ca/environmentaled/Environmental%20Prayers/Prayers%20for%20Creation%20An%20EcoSchools%20Resource.pdf
http://schools.alcdsb.on.ca/environmentaled/Environmental%20Prayers/Prayers%20for%20Creation%20An%20EcoSchools%20Resource.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PaMkj4_H8WM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkNSaIlo-MI&list=PLGzK5Z3cmj0x6XDXzkS5rLbhaycqOVk36
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkNSaIlo-MI&list=PLGzK5Z3cmj0x6XDXzkS5rLbhaycqOVk36
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 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Adapted from: http://www.perth.anglican.org/download/liturgy%20resources/liturgy%20resources%
20national/confession%20and%20absolution%20environment.pdf  

HYMN: TIS 668 Touch the Earth Lightly 

 

BIBLE READING SKIT: 

You will need four children for this simple skit. The roles are: a narrator, a parent, and two children.  

 

Narrator: To introduce our theme today, we would like to tell you a contemporary version of Jesus’ 

story in Matthew 21, today’s Gospel reading.  

There was once a mother/father who had two children. He/she went to the first and said: 

Parent: “(name of child 1), please clean your room today.” 

Narrator: The child answered: 

Child 1: “No! I don’t want to! You can’t make me clean my room!” 

Narrator: And the child ran away. (Child one runs off stage then comes back slowly).  

But later, (name of child 1) felt guilty, and decided to clean his/her room (child 1 mimes cleaning 

room). 

Then the mother/father went to the second child and said: 

Parent: “(name of child 2), please clean your room today.” 

Narrator: The second child said, 

Child 2: “But of course mummy/daddy dearest! I will gladly clean my room for you!” 

Narrator: But when the mother/father turned around, (name of child 2) ran off to play and did not 

clean his/her room (child 2 imitates running away to play). 

(Narrator asks audience). Which child then, did the will of their mother/father? 

(Audience will say child 1) 

Narrator: In the same way, God honours those who put their promises into action, and do what 

they say they will do.  

BIBLE READINGS 

If you had children act out the skit, ask a teenager or young adult and an older person to read these 
two Bible readings.  

Exodus 17:1-7 

Philemon 2: 1-13 

 

VIDEO CLIP 2 OPTIONS 

Illustrate the importance of keeping promises using one of the following clips: 

RAC Insurance advertisement about how it would be good if we kept our promises.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRTo8SYSI6A (0:30) 

In the Confidence and Paranoia episode of Red Dwarf (season 1, episode 5), Rimmer promises 
to clean an area of the ship but doesn’t, and when Lister enters the contaminated area of 
the ship, he gets sick, which causes a series of hallucinations.  

In Evan Almighty congressman Evan Baxter promises to change the world, but then loses his 

http://www.perth.anglican.org/download/liturgy%20resources/liturgy%20resources%20national/confession%20and%20absolution%20environment.pdf
http://www.perth.anglican.org/download/liturgy%20resources/liturgy%20resources%20national/confession%20and%20absolution%20environment.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRTo8SYSI6A
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way. God gets him back on track by calling him to be a modern Noah – with hilarious 
results. His campaign promise and prayer for help (after which the call to be Noah begins) 
are shown in this clip http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/evan-almighty/change-the-

world (2:52) (just the prayer part is available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=du7sgSklbIo (1:10)), or you could just discuss the plot of the movie and how God helps 
Noah to change the world by obeying God, even when Evan doesn’t quite understand 
what is happening. There is also a great clip from the movie about keeping promises even 
when they are inconvenient (don’t fit into our plans for life) here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=80x9FmKsyg4 (2:44) 

DISCUSSION 

Provide pens and recycled post-it notes for people to write on and have a tray of tea candles and a 

lighter at the front of the church for people to come forward and light.  

Leader: List some of the things you have promised yourself you would do for the environment. 

Discuss with the person next to you. Light a candle as you pray for God’s help to keep these 

promises.  

(For a more positive spin, ask: When have you not promised to do something, but then still did it 

out of the goodness of your heart?) 

FORGIVENESS 

Leader: All who live in Christ are a new creation.  

God knows us and loves us, despite our flaws and our un-kept promises.  

Your sins are forgiven! 

All: Thanks be to God.   
PASSING THE PEACE 

Ask the congregation to pass the peace saying this line: “Peace to you and all creation”. 

You could make this fun for children by encouraging them to pass the peace to everyone in the 

congregation (depending on size and time), or to at least 10 people. 

CHILDREN’S SONG 

Leader: We are forgiven. We have a clean slate and stand sure in our knowledge that God loves us. 

Let us start again by making promises to God’s beautiful Earth, knowing we will have God’s help 

and the help of this community to keep them.  

This is a song for everyone, so let’s all sing together, children, teens and adults.  

You may like to come up with some actions to teach the congregation to go with this song. 
Alternatively encourage people to get into groups with a child in each group and sing together.  

Kids for saving earth promise song: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbnRANz4nT0  (1:52) 

DISCUSSION 2  

Ask the congregation to get into all-age groups and discuss the following. Make sure everyone gets 

to be heard.  

What would help you to turn your promises into action? 

Talk about where you can get more information or some help if you need it, and how the group 

can help you have accountability to carry through.  

 

How can we answer God’s call to turn our promises into action for the environment? 

Discuss and write down your thoughts.  

What can you do? 

What can your church do? 

http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/evan-almighty/change-the-world
http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/evan-almighty/change-the-world
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=du7sgSklbIo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=du7sgSklbIo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80x9FmKsyg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80x9FmKsyg4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbnRANz4nT0
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For example: could children or young people (and adults) do some research into how to 
choose sustainable products such as Rainforest Alliance labelled chocolate and carbon 
neutral or recycled products? Could your church hold a tree planting event (local Friends 
of … groups and councils can help you organise this)? Could you hold a clothing swap day 
where clothes that have become too small or people no longer wear can be exchanged for 
others?  

Turn your group’s discussion into a prayer. Pray for each person in the group that God will help 
them as they look up more information or take action, pray that they will be able to take 
the actions they have discussed and pray for your church that together you can take some 
of the actions you have brainstormed*. 

HYMN TIS 658 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Consider using one of the beautiful re-translations instead of the traditional version. For example: 

http://barefootandlaughing.blogspot.com.au/2006/06/new-zealand-lords-prayer.html or http://

www.thenazareneway.com/lords_prayer.htm  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Leader: Thank you Lord for the discussions we have had today and the commitments we have 

made as individuals and communities. 

All: Thank you, creator and giver of community. 

Leader: We are thankful for the passion of the children and youth among us who push us to 

recognise the urgency of the environmental crisis. 

All: Thank you, creator and giver of passion. 

Leader: We are thankful for the wisdom of the aged among us who remind us of what it means to 

respect the earth and to live in community with one another. 

All: Thank you, creator and giver of wisdom. 

Leader: We are thankful for the insights of the native brothers and sisters among us who draw on 

their tradition and teach us about the sacredness of all creation and how to live in kinship with it. 

All: Thank you, creator and giver of insight. 

Leader: We are thankful for the inspiration of those among us who have already begun to live their 

lives in ways that show a caring for the earth, water, and the skies. 

All: We thank you, God, for all signs of hope that keep us from despairing and point us toward 

new ways of living. Thank you that we know you will help us to better keep our promises to the 

environment made this day and in the future.  

Adapted from: http://www.webofcreation.org/Worship/services/earthlord.htm  

BLESSING 

May the God who keeps all promises, bless and keep you and all of creation, helping you to turn all 
your promises into action, in the name of Christ, Amen.  

SENDING OUT SONG:  

For you, deep stillness of the silent inland…. Perrin/Mann 

Lyrics and suggested actions are on page 4 of http://sa.uca.org.au/documents/covenanting/
reconciliation-sunday-2010/Collected-Hymns-and-Songs-Reconciliation-Sunday-2010.pdf   

Also available as MP3 and sheet music downloads at www.seasonsonline.ca 

 

*Note: if you need help or more ideas, consider getting involved in the Five Leaf Eco-Awards, an 
ecumenical environmental change program for churches. The program helps churches to become 
more environmentally friendly and churches receive awards when they have achieved certain 
goals. Visit http://fiveleafecoawards.org/ for more information 

http://barefootandlaughing.blogspot.com.au/2006/06/new-zealand-lords-prayer.html
http://www.thenazareneway.com/lords_prayer.htm
http://www.thenazareneway.com/lords_prayer.htm
http://www.webofcreation.org/Worship/services/earthlord.htm
http://sa.uca.org.au/documents/covenanting/reconciliation-sunday-2010/Collected-Hymns-and-Songs-Reconciliation-Sunday-2010.pdf
http://sa.uca.org.au/documents/covenanting/reconciliation-sunday-2010/Collected-Hymns-and-Songs-Reconciliation-Sunday-2010.pdf
http://www.seasonsonline.ca/search/results/inventory/Music-Audio/Downloadable-Sheet-Music/For-You-Deep-Stillness
http://www.seasonsonline.ca/order_products
http://fiveleafecoawards.org/

