
   

Sustainable 

September 2014 
Sept 21  Week 3 

The wild economics of the realm of God 

Note: read the introduction to the Sustainable September resource pack as you begin to plan this service. 

You will find great ideas for making this service colourful, with more interaction and more impact. There 

are resources to explain how climate change action is now urgent, and suggestions for further reading.  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Welcome into the presence of a wildly generous God 

who loves all, exercises grace lavishly  

and offers hope for a future we cannot even begin to imagine. 

As we worship this morning raise your voices in praise. 

Let your hearts rejoice 

at the extravagance of our Creator. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

O God, as we meet with you this morning we reflect on the wonders of creation which are around us, 

and we praise you. You created us - sustain us and renew us to work with you in this world. 

 

You have been the strength and guide of your people for countless generations. Be with us at this time 

as we hear again of your faithful presence with your people; and give us vision for our continuing 

relationship with you and all creation. Amen. 

 

HYMN/SONG 

TIS 163/AHB112  God who stretched the spangled heavens 

TIS 715 Everything that has breath 

ATW 462 When I consider God’s design 

“On the beach, the waves of water” Carolyn Winfrey Gillette Tune: Ode to Joy http://
www.carolynshymns.com/on_the_beach_the_waves_of_waters.html  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONFESSION 

Lord we cannot help but give thanks for the generosity you have shown to your people throughout the 

ages. From the beginning you have provided for your people, even giving bread and meat in the desert 

to physically sustain your people. We give thanks that you hear the cries of your people and you 

http://www.carolynshymns.com/on_the_beach_the_waves_of_waters.html
http://www.carolynshymns.com/on_the_beach_the_waves_of_waters.html


 2 

respond. 

 We acknowledge that we do not always understand what you are giving to us. When your 

 generosity comes in unexpected forms, we often fail to recognise it. 

 

 We experience your blessing on our lives, yet we covet this to ourselves, not letting the 

 abundance overflow into the entire world that all may receive blessing. 

 Help us to become a source of grace and generosity to others and to all creation, that your love 

and care may be shown in the entire world. Amen. 

Alternate Prayer of Thanksgiving: ‘Travelling afar in search of the Infinite’ by Jacinta Shailer sgs from  Wildflower 

Journey Prayers p9 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

In grace we are forgiven our blindness and selfishness as we benefit from God’s gracious abundance. 

We are a loved, blessed and forgiven people. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN/SONG 

TIS 168 For the fruits of all creation 

TIS 166 Sing a new song 

 

READINGS 

Ex 16:2-15  

Ps 105:1-6,  

Phil 1:21-30  

Mt 20:1-16  

SERMON THOUGHT STARTERS 

Our readings today really surprise us because the wild economy of the realm of God is so much at odds 

with our usual careful way of living. 

In Ex 16:2-15 the people of Israel, wandering in a desert landscape are still not allowed to store food 

beyond one day’s supply, except on the Sabbath. In our world of careful saving and making provision 

for tomorrow with fridges and cupboards and superannuation and savings accounts and investments, 

this idea is radical. 

 

In Ps 105:1-6, we are encouraged to remember the blessings that God has given us. It is suggested that 

what our modern society lacks most is a regular practice of gratitude. In what way would being grateful 

make us live within the ‘wild economy of God?”  

 

The Phil 1:21-30 reading has yet more challenges for the Western early 21st century world view. In our 

anxiety we want to live on and on – and all the dieting and ‘superfoods’ and miracle cures are aimed at 

making this possible – but Paul is hard pressed to decide if being alive would be better than being dead 

and in the presence of Christ after that death! If we didn’t care about our death, would our living be 
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different?   

 Paul also encourages his readers to live in such a way that their lives are evidence of the faith 

 in the gospel, even if they meet opposition and suffering.  Are we prepared to live in this way? 

 What would it look like?  

 

The gospel from Mt 20:1-16 is the most radical economic idea of all. Do you imagine there is 

anywhere in the world where this kind of labour law would be allowed? The idea that people are 

recompensed, not for what they did but what they need, is alien to all we understand about 

responsible living, being accountable for our actions and even fairness. 

How do we cope with the radical ‘unfairness’ of the realm of God? Is it really unfair or are we unfair 

when we ignore the needs of others?  

 

The challenge of a climate change is that we are wedded to the constant growth model of our 

current economic systems, but ‘business as usual’ will destroy all that we hold dear and require for 

living. If the climate warms to levels which kill our ecosystems we will have no economy.  The 

question of how to live sustainably on our planet will require us to rethink our needs and our wants, 

and how we value our earth. If the people of the Pacific warn us that their islands are being 

inundated and that we must change our way of life to protect theirs, will we do so?  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Creator God, 

The world is an awesome place of beauty and wonder yet we know that this is not the experience of 

everyone. 

 

We pray for those whose lives are destitute economically, mentally, physically and spiritually. Lord, 

you ask your disciples to help the blind to see. Show us how to express your love for these people, 

that they may be able to see what is being offered to them to help them live whole lives. May we be 

a blessing to them. 

 

We pray for your creation. May we give time to caring for it — whether it be planting something to 

bring forth food, picking up the rubbish which scars its beauty or writing letters to encourage good 

legislation for its protection. May we be generous with our time. 

 

We pray for those in business who profit from destructive land practices. We know it is hard to 

forego short-term profits in preference to long-term sustainable practices. May we be gracious in 

the way we impart information and influence these people so our world will have a better future. 

 

The riches of this world are for all. We give you thanks and praise as we play our role in caring for 

your creation. Amen. 

 

HYMN/SONG 

TIS 157 O Lord of every shining constellation 
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COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 

You have been blessed abundantly in ways you may not even recognise. 

 Go into your communities, and into this beautiful world we have been given, 

 love lavishly,  

 give generously, 

 and experience God anew in all you do. 

 

And know that God goes with you, 

Christ Jesus holds your hand  

and the Spirit helps your heart dance in delight 

as you live out the blessing of your faith each moment. Amen. 

 

ADDITIONAL MUSIC 

TIS 137/ AHB 77 For the beauty of the earth 


