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“Unlimited love for the sake of the planet and all its people” 

WORSHIP RESOURCES SUNDAY 2 SEPTEMBER: “What we do and what we say” 

 

HYMNS FROM TOGETHER IN SONG 

137 For the Beauty of the Earth  

422 Come Holy Spirit, Come!  

242: I danced in the morning   

610 God you touch the earth with beauty  

 

ALTERNATIVE HYMNS FROM AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 

77 For the Beauty of the Earth 

82 God who made the earth  

183 I danced in the morning 

571 Eternal Ruler of the Ceaseless Round 

 

READINGS 

Song of Songs 2:8-13 

Psalm 45: 1-2, 6-9 

James 1:17-27 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15 

   

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

People of God, come to worship 

For we have much to celebrate 

Many thanks to offer. 

“The winter is past…the flowers appear on the earth,  

the time of singing has come!”  

 

 “Winter is over, our earth is refreshed, and we have much to celebrate together.”  

  

Our God loves righteousness and hates wickedness 

And yet has accepted us as God’s own children,  

Because of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, Son of God. 

 

We have this wonderful earth in which to live,  

Blessings abound in this place. 

Let us raise our voices and sing. 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 

God of Love, 

We are your people and you know our hearts.  

Our earth is struggling with the effects of human living. 

There are people who are hungry and thirsty and struggling for justice. 

There are species dying because of changes we have made to the environment. 

We are so easily distracted by our own concerns, and so we freely admit that we have 

not done enough to change the way we live for the sake of the rest of the earth and its 

species. 

Forgive us our hard hearts. 

Renew our minds and hearts to live in ways that will reduce the damage, heal the hurts 

and bring hope. 

Amen.  
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SERMON: 

Commentary 

The readings from the Old Testament express an intimacy in the relationship between God and the 

human. Often people say that they feel close to God when they are enjoying time in nature. Standing 

before a raging ocean or surrounded by a towering forest has a way of putting life into perspective. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that the writer of Song of Songs uses images of the mountains, trees, 

birds and animals to describe the intimate relationship that God has with us. The life and hope that 

emerge after the winter are often associated with a deep and transforming love. God seeks us out 

and cherishes us with this deep love. 

 The New Testament readings speak to us of how we respond to God’s desire to be in relationship 

with us. James challenges the reader not to hold the story of Jesus at arms’ length, but to embrace it 

as our reality. James makes the distinction between being “hearers” of the Word and “doers” of the 

Word. Our response to God’s love cannot be limited to our intellectual self, but must pervade our 

thinking, our speaking and our doing.  

As Jesus points out to the Pharisees in Mark, our journey of faith is not only about “honouring with 

our lips”. Jesus was emphatic about the importance of relationships; with God, with others and with 

our world. He challenged those who would put the Law and tradition before relationships. Our 

response to God’s deep love for us should be seen lived out in our relationships and responsibilities 

to others and to our world. Sustainability for all is part of our response to God’s desire to be in 

intimate relationship with each of us. 

 

Questions to Ponder 

What does it mean for you to be called God’s beloved? Where do you feel closest to God? How do 

you respond to God’s desire to be in intimate relationship with you? How does being a “doer” of 

the Word call you into a more responsible relationship with others and with the world? 

  

Twentieth-century Presbyterian theologian and writer Frederick Buechner has written, “The grace 

of God means something like: Here is your life. You might never have been, but you are because the 

party wouldn’t have been complete without you. Here is the world. Beautiful and terrible things will 

happen. Don’t be afraid. I am with you. Nothing can ever separate us. It’s for you I created the 

universe. I love you. There’s only one catch. Like any other gift, the gift of grace can be yours only if 

you’ll reach out and take it. Maybe being able to reach out and take it is a gift too.” 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

Gracious God, source of all life, hear the prayers we offer for our world, our neighbours 

and ourselves: 

  

We thank you for this world we can call home, for its beauty and its vulnerability. 

Awaken in us a new sense of wonder, and help us to care creatively for the earth and all 

that is in it. 

  

We thank you for all those who are called to lead the people of the world. 

Give them all a respect for justice and peace, 

That we may all live in freedom and truth. 

We pray for all those who struggle in life – the marginalized, the poor, the old and sick, 

the lonely and the imprisoned. 

Help all those in powerful positions to act with compassion for all people. 

  

Make us willing agents of your compassion  

Renew our hearts so that we can reveal your love in our words and actions. 

Amen.  

  

  

 


