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“Unlimited love for the sake of the planet and all its people” 

WORSHIP RESOURCES SUNDAY 16 SEPTEMBER: “God and the Cosmic Adventure” 
 

HYMNS FROM TOGETHER IN SONG 

672 Lord of earth and all creation 

668 Touch the earth lightly 

651 Take, take off your shoes 

190 Colourful creator 

  

READINGS 

Proverbs 1:20-33  

Psalm 19  

James 3:1-12  

Mark 8:27-38  

   

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Come, sing praise to our God 

and praise the beauty of creation. 

As the breezes of spring bring new warmth 

so new energies emerge 

and all that was dormant flourishes again. 

 

We sing your praise, Creator God, 

and come with thanksgiving for all  

that is renewed and revived in us this day. 
  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 

Gracious God, 

Wisdom cries out in the streets and we do not hear her. 

You cry out in our hearts and we do not listen. 

Forgive us our deafness - 

it comes from listening to the din of popular culture and the clamors of the modern world. 

These noises diminish our ability to hear the carol of the magpie as morning arrives, 

the laughter of the kookaburra as rain clouds gather, the chirrup of the wagtail as he surveys his 

territory. 

These sounds reveal your wonder; these melodies celebrate your creation. 

But, because we find it hard to listen, we cannot hear you call to us to share with you in loving your 

world. 

Revive in us an awareness of our part 

in your plan for your world and teach us to listen. 

In your love, hear our prayer.  

Amen. 

  

SERMON: 

Commentary 

Psalm 19 offers a cosmic perspective on God and God’s works. The vast heavens, set like a vault over 

the earth, with the glorious passage of the sun, from sunrise to sunset, tell of the grandeur of God who 

is glorious, who pours forth speech and knowledge to all the earth. The sun, Babylonian symbol of 

justice, is set in place by the God of glory, who determines its course across the vast reaches of the 

heavens. Like the sun, the Lord brings light and life, heat and energy to all the earth.  
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The transition to discussion of the law of the LORD in verse 7 may seem abrupt to modern readers, for 

whom the association of both the sun and the law with justice is not as well-known as in the ancient 

world. Just as the sun brings life to all who experience its warmth, so the law of God “revives the soul” 

and makes “wise the simple.” If the heavens declare God’s handiwork, it is the Law of the LORD which 

ministers to the faithful servants of God, “rejoicing the heart”, “enlightening the eyes” and warning them 

of secret faults. 

  

As humanity moves more and more to explore space and measure the depths of outer space, our 

wonder at God’s handiwork can surely only increase. Of course, there will be those who find the 

reaches of space empty and without divine presence, but the ancient faith of Israel would countenance 

no such      atheism. While humanity looks to the latest technology to enable the “conquest” of space, it 

will need also to remember its moral compass as issues arise about the exploitation of spaces resources 

and the dumping of human wastes in the heavens. While we may marvel at the scientific break-throughs 

our generation experiences in space exploration and even space travel, we do well to remember that 

God is not only LORD of the earth but of the heavens as well. 

  

The Psalm ends with a prayer for deliverance from the insolent and for acceptable speech and 

meditation before God who is both the steady rock upon which we build our lives and the gracious 

redeemer, who delivers us from our errors. Beholding the heavens, we are still inclined to celebrate 

God as the creator of all this splendour and to forget that as fallible humans we daily need the gracious 

touch of the One who redeems us from death and destruction. 

 

Questions to ponder 

Already we dream of “space wars” and days of attempted colonisation of space cannot be too far off. As 

we move into these ventures, we have the potential to unleash great tragedy upon our earth and to 

write our sad tale of mutual destruction large in the heavens. How does faith in the God who set the 

heavens in motion and offers us the way of redemption influence our cosmic adventures, now and in the 

future? 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

Cosmic God, 

we know that the size of your universe is beyond our imagining and we marvel 

at its vastness and complexity. 

Our Planet Earth is complex, too, composed of intricately interconnected patterns of living forms, 

from single cell organisms to humankind. 

It is also filled with mineral resources which we utilise on a daily basis. 

But we underestimate the cost to Planet Earth of fulfilling our daily requirements for energy and fuel, 

for metal and plastic, silicon and wood. 

 

In our current age, these gifts that Planet Earth offers up to us are being rapidly depleted. 

In countries around the globe these resources are used to create infrastructures – roads,  

hospitals, schools, communications systems and primary processing plants and networks. 

Sadly, they are also used to make the rich richer and the powerful more influential, as well as used to 

make weapons and armaments, increasing defense capacities and capabilities. 

 

As we sing your praise by being careful consumers, may we also raise our voices to speak against 

careless consumption, insatiable greed, intoxicating power, and destructive aggression. 

May we show our gratitude for your world by advocating fair and equitable use of all you provide for us. 

These things we pray in faith.  

Amen. 

  
  

 


