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“Unlimited love for the sake of the planet and all its people” 

WORSHIP RESOURCES SUNDAY 23 SEPTEMBER: “Fruitful or Barren: Two Ways Ahead” 
 

HYMNS FROM TOGETHER IN SONG 

168 For the fruits of all creation 

107 Sing praise and thanksgiving 

626 Lord of creation 

137 For the beauty of the earth 

  

READINGS 

Proverbs 31:10-31  

Psalm 1  

James 3:13 to 4:3; 7-8a  

Mark 9:30-37  

    

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Come, worship the Lord of the heavens! 

Come, worship the Lord of the earth! 

Flowing streams and sunlit plains 

produce a wholesome harvest 

and there is enough for all. 

 

Praise God, who created the rhythms 

of the earth and the skies and the waters, 

and saw that it was good! 

   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 

Ever-loving God, 

we have choices. 

We can choose right and we can choose wrong. 

We can choose justice or we can choose unfairness. 

We can choose ways that prosper  

or ways that diminish the good harvests  

 that you would have us reap  

from the land, and from each other. 

Forgive us those times when our choices 

are motivated by selfishness or laziness or greed.  

Forgive us when we look at the world around us 

and fail to see that it is good. 

Forgive us when we misuse opportunities 

to follow the ways that lead to your kingdom. 

In your love, hear our prayer. Amen. 

  

SERMON: 

Commentary 

At the heart of this psalm is a simple but compelling image, a grove of fruit trees planted by streams of water, 

in season bringing forth their fruit and surviving the rigors of hot summer and cold winter. There is a pristine 

quality about the image, but anyone who has tried to grow fruit trees will know that often it is not so. In the 

Australian climate, streams of water often dry up in summer, so that leaves wither and trees die. Some 

streams are so rich in fertilizer run-off from other agricultural activities that they spawn algal blooms, 

rendering them toxic to many life forms. Again, soils can become saline or acidic as result of inappropriate 
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use and no longer life sustaining for fruit trees. Corrective treatments, as well as fertilizer and tree food, 

need to be applied to such blighted soils, if the trees are to prosper. 

  

Perhaps it seems churlish to inject these jarring notes of a less than perfect reality. The image of the trees 

standing by streams of water producing fruit still has a kind of idyllic validity. It is after all an image of the life 

of the righteous, who take the law of the LORD as their daily and nightly nurture. Here we know is the way 

to real purity, through the Word of God which speaks of the divine ways and precepts. These are those 

‘laws” which bring life and fruitfulness to human life, and enable people to stand in the otherwise wilting day 

of judgement. 

  

Life and death face us all, full of rich potential for flourishing and the danger that death and disease may 

overtake us. Back to the lovely grove of flourish trees! There is a law of the earth, every bit as authoritative 

as the law of the LORD. We need to be able to read the writing on the wall, or in this case, in the soil and 

its plant life. Where greed and a lack of due care prevail, leaves which are meant to enable tree growth, 

shrivel and die. No fruit come forth. This causes pain and sorrow among the human community, but surely 

also in the heart of the Creator. 

  

If the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, does not the love of God extend to every drought 

stricken tree and every orchard which bears no fruit? Perhaps it is stretching it too far to say that too many 

trees bear only the fruits of wickedness, whereas in God’s good creation, plentiful fruit tell of a harmonious 

relationship between different parts of the created order. Our role as recipients of the law of the Lord is 

surely highlighted in this psalm. Those who delight in the law of the Lord need also to act with loving care of 

the earth and all its inheritance, if they are to prosper like trees planted by streams of water. 

 

Questions to Ponder 

The promise of the Law is echoed in the promise of creation. The way of the righteous will prosper, the way 

of the wicked will bring destruction. How can good stewardship of earth’s resources be a key to a 

prospering community? How does bad stewardship opens us a threatening future? 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

God of this land we live in, we celebrate this spring season. 

In some parts of our country winter’s snows are still to melt and fill the streams and rivers as they course to 

the sea; in some parts of our country the rivers have run by very quickly and already 

sifted down into the desert sands once again - such is the enormity and diversity of this land. 

We can choose to deplete our natural environment or we can advocate for, and practice, 

right and respectful ways of living a modern life on this ancient continent. 

We honour the ways First Peoples lived in this land - knowing their territories, caring for their 

places, maintaining balances, and shaping their activities to the rhythms of the seasons. 

Today, we pray for our farmers, for those who will be preparing for a summer harvest, and 

especially for those whose crops have perished through lack of rainfall this year. 

We give thanks for the partnerships between scientists and farmers, environmentalists and 

communities, urban and rural, and volunteers who work in preservation and conservation. 

Such people are leading our society in awareness of the fragility of our local ecospheres, 

wherever we live. 

New ways are emerging, new habits are developing, and sustainability is becoming a familiar word. 

 May this word be embraced not just uttered; may this word motivate in individuals and communities a 

desire for making right choices, choices we can look back on and know that they were good choices. 

These things we pray in faith.  

Amen. 


