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Living God, you created the world and sent your own Son to live among 

us, made of the same stuff, breathing the same air,  

marveling at sunrise and sunset just as we do. 

Help us to participate in the life around and within us as your life, 

as you living in us and we living in you and in each other.  

God of love and life, restore us to your peace, renew us through your 

power and teach us to love all that you have created and to care for the 

earth as your gift and our home. 

Amen 
 

Frequently Asked Questions  

about Sustainable September 

What is “Sustainability” all about? 

Sustainability is about meeting the needs of the present generation, without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs.   

It focuses our minds on the way we maintain, use up or spoil the Earth’s resources. 

 

 Theodore Roosevelt once said: "I recognize the right and duty of this generation to develop 

and use our natural resources, but I do not recognize the right to waste them, or rob by 

wasteful use, the generations that come after us." 

 

As theologian Ched Myers states, “our refusal to limit our appetites [in the spirit of the 

Sabbath] has drained natural abundance, and our artificial abundance belongs only to the 

few. This is not ironic; it is idolatrous”. 

Why does the Church care about sustainability? 

Care for Creation is Care for the Poor: 

It is the most vulnerable people around the world who will suffer the most from the impacts 

of climate change, even though they have contributed the least to its occurrence.  We are 

all familiar with the strong biblical injunctions to care for the poor and aside from any 

debates about the nature of climate change, the development agencies on the ground in 

climate vulnerable communities are telling us that the effects are being felt now. 

 

The Uniting Church is particularly concerned with the fate of some of our most vulnerable 

Pacific neighbours. Our partner churches in the Pacific have called on their sisters and 

brothers in the Church throughout the world to act in solidarity to reduce the causes of 

human induced climate change by ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, reducing energy use and 

developing clean, renewable energy sources. Lives, livelihoods, societies, cultures and 

ecosystems of the Pacific Islands have already been affected by rising sea levels, diminishing 

agricultural space, diminishing reserves of fresh water and changing weather patterns 

including more frequent and unpredictable storms. 

 

Jesus challenges us with his response to the lawyer’s question of ‘who is my neighbour’ by 

telling the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke. 10:25-37). In our globalised industrial age 

the entire human population has become our economic neighbour and yet remains largely a 
relational stranger.  Since climate change is a thoroughly global problem of our shared 

atmosphere how do we enact Jesus call to compassion for the suffering in a just and 

generous manner? 
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What is the aim of focussing on Sustainable September in our worship? 

The celebration of Sustainable September brings us back year after year to pray and work for 

a world for all to share, both now and in the future. 

What are the themes for 2019 Sustainable September? 

The over-arching theme for Sustainable September is “Enough is Enough”.  

 

Archbishop Makgoba said: “In the story of the feeding of the five thousand we read 
‘everyone ate, and had enough.’ (Mark 6:42) This is a beautiful image of sharing, with 
everyone’s needs being met, and nobody going hungry. 
 

There is enough food in the world for our need, there is not enough for our greed. 
 

Each week will also have individual themes, as below: 

 

 Week 1 Sunday 1 September: “Enough for all” 

 Week 2 Sunday 8 September: “It’s not all about me!” 

 Week 3 Sunday 15 September: “Finding the hidden and the lost” 

 Week 4 Sunday 22 September: “Enough – God first!”” 

 Week 5 Sunday 29 September: Blessing of the Animals 

 

How can I set the scene for Sustainable September? 

Here are some suggestions to help the congregation to notice the focus of 

Sustainable September. 

 If you regularly have flowers in church, it may be possible to ask those on the roster 

to try to incorporate WA native species which are all likely to be flowering this 

Spring 

 Set up a globe of the world in a conspicuous place and ask people to gather around 
it during the prayers of the people 

 Ask the children to hand out sprigs of lavender or rosemary to the congregation 

each Sunday  

o As the welcome and greeting is concluded, ask the congregation to rub the 

sprigs in their hands and sniff the aroma, as a way of reminding us all of the 

goodness of the natural world 

 In some traditions of the Church, September is marked as a season of creation with 

its own liturgical colours, like the red we use for Pentecost 

o What colours would you associate with Sustainable September or the Season 

of Creation? 

o Perhaps you could use a eucalypt green or ochre as the feature colour on 

your communion table or lectern? 

o Drape scarves or lengths of fabric or make banners to bring this colour into 

your worship space 

 Ask some of the keen gardeners of the Church to bring along a few pot plants to 

‘green up’ the worship space 

o Make sure that someone is watering them if they are left inside for the whole 

month! 

 Create a banner for Sustainable September – and leave it up for all of September  
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Action Ideas – How Can We Take It Further? 

 Calculate your carbon footprint! Give everyone a card with the address of the 

carbon footprint calculator: http://www.carbonneutral.com.au/carbon-calculator.html 

o Ask them to spend the week completing the calculations and reflecting on 

the effect of their carbon footprint on the earth 

 

 Join the Global Climate Strike! On Friday September 20, encourage your 

congregation to join a Global Climate Strike near you – you can find out more 

information and register  your attendance here:  

www.unitingworld.org.au/climatestrike 

Maybe you can invite everyone to join you by using Uniting Church in Australia 

President Deidre Palmer’s invitation – or adapt it and make it your own: 

www.unitingworld.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Presidents-statement-Climate-Strike-

2019.pdf  

 

 Join TEAR Australia’s “Rubbish Campaign”! TEAR have developed a church 

resource to help you and your congregation get involved in the campaign, and help 

people think about how they can take action on our world’s rubbish problem: 

www.tear.org.au/resources/rubbish-campaign-church-resource 

 

Where can we go to get more information? 

 The Green Church Handbook - we can post copies to you if required.  

 Visit the Eco Churches website: https://ecochurcheswa.net/  

 UnitingJustice environment page - http://www.unitingjustice.org.au/environment 

 Worship resources for Sustainable September and other resources available to 

download at https://ecochurcheswa.net/worship-resources  

 Contact the Social Justice Unit for more information and opportunities to take 

action: Social.justice@wa.uca.org.au  
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