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“Enough is Enough” 

WORSHIP RESOURCES SUNDAY 1 SEPTEMBER: “Enough for All” 

 

 

HYMNS FROM TOGETHER IN SONG 
156 Morning has Broken 

176  The Sounds in God’s World 

416  Great God, Your Spirit, Like the Wind 

 

ALTERNATIVE HYMNS FROM AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 

91  Morning has Broken 

3  All Creatures of our God and King 

455  Be Thou My Vision 

 

READINGS 

Jeremiah  2: 4-13   

Psalms  81: 1  

Hebrews 13: 1-8   

Luke  14: 7-14 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

(Leader): Loving God, father and mother of us all,  

You have given us a world to wonder and delight in,  

And we praise you for your creation.  

As we contemplate our lives in response to your generosity,  

Help us to be grateful  

Amen. 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 

(Leader): Creator of the earth and all living things, author of life, source of all meaning, you 

made a universe of infinite complexity and beauty and entrusted us humans with the care of 

a tiny jewel called Earth.  

All: We are your servant people, created out of the clay of the earth itself.  

(Leader): We forget that we are your creatures and we play at being gods.  

All: We neglect the work of stewardship that you have provided for our 
occupation and our joy.  

We have used, abused, and abandoned those things that you have created for 

your delight 

 

(Leader): You have created a fragile world in a perfect and delicate balance.  

All: Thinking too much of our own importance, we have upset the balance, 

acting with craven disregard for the complex ecosystems we barely understand.  

For unrestrained economic growth,  

For conspicuous consumption,  

For always wanting more,  

For not thinking through the consequences,  

For not caring for future generations,  

For blind indifference,  

Forgive us our failing, 

Amen 
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 REFLECTIONS AND SERMON COMMENTARY: 

Bill Loader 

 

Within Jeremiah 2:4-13 the prophet challenges the pursuit of “worthless things”. In his time 

it was the pursuit of others gods. In a striking image he depicts it as their digging out for 

themselves cisterns that don’t hold water. “Gods” in our day inspire similar pursuits. 

Politicians frequently seek to lure us with greed, promising we shall have to share less 

(through taxation) if only we follow them. The theme is “more for me”; forget overseas aid; 

forget fellow citizens in need.  

The Psalm 81 bemoans the people’s failure to recognise that they do not need to go 

elsewhere to satisfy their hunger. It assumes security and satisfaction for those who turn to 

God, as does Psalm 112. Alternative voices rightly question its assurances of wealth and 

riches for those who do justice, for whom it may mean the opposite.  

Hebrews names love of money, the seductive obsession with wealth accumulation, as the 

enemy of a life of mutual love. It is best dealt with not primarily by warning, “Don’t”, but by 

pointing to the source of insecurity which undermines the obsession.  

Luke reports a parable of Jesus which directly subverts and pokes fun at the establish 

systems of hierarchy of his day where people were seated at banquets according to their 

value. Wanting to get ahead, people would identify with those seated high up, follow their 

fashions and modelling. Trappings of dress and social behaviour still serve such ends. Just as 

his formation of a band of people detached from the structures of dependency and 

patronage which governed daily life called those structures into question, so this parable 

challenges the dominant value system. Be known not for inviting highflyers but those usually 

uninvited, whom the system disadvantages. Then the system cannot reinforce itself by 

thanking you. Your reward is the sense of well-being that comes from sharing God’s 

goodness.  

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

 

Adaptation of the Lord’s Prayer  

Eternal Spirit,  

Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Love-Maker,  

source of all that is and that shall be,  

Father and Mother of us all,  

loving God, in whom is heaven.  

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!  

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!  

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!  

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth!  

With the bread that we need for today, feed us.  

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.  

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  

From trials too great to endure, spare us.  

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  

For you reign in the glory of the power  
that is love, now and forever.  

Amen.  

(By Jim Cotter)  

  


