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“Enough is Enough” 

WORSHIP RESOURCES SUNDAY 22 SEPTEMBER: “insert here” 

 

 

HYMNS FROM TOGETHER IN SONG 

107 Sing Praise and Thanksgiving, Let All Creatures Living 

227 When Morning Gilds the Skies 

253  O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr 

 

ALTERNATIVE HYMNS FROM AUSTRALIAN HYMN BOOK 

25  Sing Praise and Thanksgiving, Let All Creatures Living  

151  When Morning Gilds the Skies 

133  Come Let Us Join with Cheerful Songs 

 

READINGS 

Jeremiah 8: 18 – 9:1  

Psalms  79: 1-9  

1 Tim  2: 1-7   

Luke  16: 1-13 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

(Leader): We gather together to celebrate the joy in our lives. 

God's love fills our hearts to overflowing with laughter. 

We gather, in God's presence, to find comfort and hope for our pain. 

God's grace wipes away our tears and knits us together as one people. 
We gather together, in God's presence, to worship God in faith and truth. 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Thom M Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies Sept 2010 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 

(Leader): Before we speak, God knows our needs, yet our words open our hearts to God's 

grace.  

Let us prepare ourselves for God's healing as, in words and silence, we tell of all that 

separates us from God and one another.  

Please join me as we pray:  

First of all, Everlasting God, we must confess how we have not lived as your 

people.  

We serve many masters - work, wealth, power, addictions - yet find no hope in 

them.  

We hear the cries of the poor, and shut the doors of our hearts to them.  

We ridicule those who expose their hopes and dreams to us.  

 

Forgive us, Compassion's Heart, and heal us of our brokenness.  

Make us well, so that by our healing, we might be the hope and love others need 

in their lives, even as Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, brought these gifts to 

us, calling us to be faithful with the grace, peace, and joy entrusted to us. 

Amen 
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REFLECTIONS AND SERMON COMMENTARY: 

Bill Loader 

 

Jeremiah’s grief at the distress of his people is far from the experience of most of us, but not 

from that of others. Imagining ourselves into the situation, both of those who do live on the 

edge and of future generations is important. It can inform our decision-making about how 

we live now, how best to preserve resources and provide for sustainable development that 

will benefit those who come after us. Psalm 79 also mourns the devastation of the 

Babylonian invasion and the temple’s destruction in 586 BCE.  

Amos, a century and a half earlier, focuses not on foreign invasions, but home grown 

exploitation and obsession with monetary gain. Such obsession manipulates markets, 

speculates with investments, and, left unregulated, plunges the whole system into turmoil as 

with the global financial crisis. Buying and selling belongs to human community and rewards 

initiative and inventiveness, but fair trade easily morphs into ripping others off others. Psalm 

113 praises God not as a magnate who has made it, modelled on the wealthy exploiters, but 

as the one who wants to get people back up out of the dust, recreate them. 

Ensconced in the power structures of the empire, the author of 1 Timothy portrays Paul as 

urging prayer for those who rule. That can be a first step to religion subordinating itself to 

interests of rulers, but it can also remind us that politicians are people, too, who have 

chosen a less mercenary option than would have been open to most, who need respect and 

encouragement not ridicule.  

Perhaps Jesus’ puzzling parable was originally Jesus’ defence against the accusation that he 

had no right to write off people’s sins. Its ambiguity inspired reflection on wealth. Wealth 

should rule not us but we, wealth, from God’s perspective, which will always be 

confrontingly generous.  

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

(Leader): We come to the One who inspires our prayers, who desires everyone to be saved 

and to come to the knowledge of the truth  

For the leaders of the world; 

We seek your guidance and help  

For those in authority in our nation 

We seek your guidance and help  

For those who must make decisions 

We seek your guidance and help  

For those who feel as though they have no power 

We seek your guidance and help  

For those who have gone wrong and are finding it difficult to get back to the straight path 

We seek your guidance and help  

For ourselves, that we might choose rightly 

We seek your guidance and help  

Through Christ,  

Amen  

  


