SUSTAINABLE
SEPTEMBER 2020
Week 1 Resources
SUNDAY 6 SEPTEMBER

HYMN/SONG

We watch life breaking new ground

All Together Whatever (ATW) 488

moving toward the light, stretching out

Open our eyes

new leaves, maturing into fruitful
branches generating seeds for the

CALL TO WORSHIP

future.

Let us gather in the midst of God’s
creation.

Life, ever active, ever progressing

Our steadfast God promises to be with

towards its purpose for being.

us.
Even through the turmoil's of this world

May our seeds of faith be just as alive:

Our steadfast God promises to be with

brought to life with love, encouragement

us.

and hope nurtured within the depth of
our souls to move towards the light of

Let us celebrate the love of God that

God’s love, to stretch out to all creation

never ends.

to generate the blossoming of a future

We sing with joy in praise of our Creator. enriching creation, community and
We are God’s people;

ourselves. (from the prayer, ‘A Dance of

let us shout our praises to the world.

Creation’)

HYMN/SONG

O God, as we celebrate your love

TIS 92 ‘Sing to God with joy and

for us this day,

gladness’

may we also remember our role in

TIS 111/AHB 28 ‘Praise to the Lord,

your creation.

the Almighty, the King of creation’

May we be as faithful in our love

TIS 671 ‘Made in God’s likeness’

to you and all you have created,
as you have been in your love for us.

OPENING PRAYER
Lord our God,

Open our hearts to hear you in new

We praise you for the miracle of life and

ways and open our minds that we may

ask that you would open our eyes to its

discover your will for our living. Amen.

wonder.

We see the seed that lays dormant until
brought to life by watering and feeding,
nourishment for each moment.
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HYMN/SONG

Romans 13: 8-14 instructs the

TIS 187 Let all creation dance

faithful to live lives full of love – and
urgency. Now is the time to be markedly

READINGS

different than the surrounding people.

Exodus 12:1-14; Ps 149;

In what ways does the life of the

Rom 13:8-14; Mt 18:15-20

Church gathered together reflect this
loving, different way of life?

SERMON THOUGHT STARTERS

In what ways do we look just like

The Exodus 12: 1-14 reading is a

everyone else?

story of a community in crisis.

Do you agree that “compassion is the

The exploiters of the foreigners in

radical act of our times?” (Quote

Egypt have been refusing to let the

attributed to the Dalai Lama)

people go.

How do you respond to an urgent call for

Now there will be open rebellion, now

change? Is change easy?

the slaves will take their freedom in their
own hands. The people must act NOW

Matthew 18: 15-20, speaks of ways

however – they must take the risk to eat

to ensure harmony and unity in the

hurriedly, ready for a risky journey into a

Christian community, and promises great

future that will be very different from

effectiveness for those who are so

their past.

united.

Who do we identify with

What causes the Christian community to

in this story? The exploiters or the

be divided on action on climate change?

exploited? Why? In what way does our

How can we act together? We have

current economic and political system

been told that climate change action is

rely on the exploitation and oppression

urgent. Do we stand ready to act? Why?

of others and our environment?

Why not?

Psalm 149
This is a hymn of triumph – the
poor and exploited see their victory
whilst kings and nobles are humbled.
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REFLECTION (Rev Gordon
Scantlebury)

With Global Warming and environmental
degradation we face a crisis every bit as

“Now is the time to wake from our

real as any global pandemic. The key

sleep”, writes Paul. Now is the time for

difference however, is that while the

a new sense of urgency around the

threat of the corona virus seemed

crises our world faces. In the story of

immediate, global climate change

the Exodus the Hebrew slaves are in

unfolds more incrementally over time and

crisis. Their Egyptian oppressors will

is more episodic such that we pretend

not let them go. (Those slaves were an

we can ignore it. Massive,

essential part of the economy after

unprecedented bush fires, heat waves,

all!) But now was the time to rebel

droughts, cyclones and animal

from tyranny. The road ahead was not

extinctions remind us however, that this

clear, nor the nature of the costs

crisis is very real.

involved, but the need to act was
absolutely certain, and the time to act

The challenge for all humanity is

was now. Amid the preparation for the

to act with urgency in the face of

Passover, a great sense of urgency is

environmental crisis. The call for those of

thus urged upon the people. “Eat with

us of faith is to be a voice and an

your loins girded, your sandals on your

inspiration for this urgency. We must look

feet and your staff in your hand, and

at our situation with eyes wide open to

you shall eat hurriedly” (v11).

the scientific evidence before us, rather

Tonight

we will make a new step into a future

than hide behind fears or lies or self-

that is life-giving and whole and free.

interest. We must step out in hope,
trusting in God, even though the path

The overall way our State and

ahead is unclear. Standing still and

Federal governments responded in the

doing nothing in the face of climate

face of the Covid 19 Pandemic was

change is not an option for us.

heartening. Once the reality of a
global pandemic was evident, our

But most of all, we as people of

governments in Australia acted quickly

faith must stand out in our radical love.

to shut down travel, mass gatherings

Paul once told the Romans that they

and limit social contact so as to curtail

must stand out in love above all

the spread of the virus. The need was

else: that attitude of enabling the good

clear and actions were taken, even

for another, and that attitude by which

though such action would be costly.

we were able to fulfill all that God
would seek for us.
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In addressing climate change we must

“Creation, the necessary and God

act also with radical love, - for the sake

given context for our holiness,

of the environment and its animals, for

development, and identity, is now

sure. But our radical love is just as much

standing witness to the

for humanity. It is love for the poor of our

brokenness and sin that distorts

world who will feel the immediate effects

and destroys human life and

of heat, flood, war and starvation the

fouls the very matrix of that

most severely. And it is love for our

life”.

children and grandchildren and great
grandchildren who will be left to suffer
for our inaction in the present.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND
CONFESSION
Our Creator God, we give you thanks

The Covid 19 Pandemic has shown

and praise for the wonders of your

that our world is capable of responding

creation. From the immensity of the

with urgency in huge ways once it

Bungle Bungles, to the delicateness of

acknowledged the crisis before it. Can

Leschenaultia, From the colours of the

we respond to climate change and

Great Sandy Desert to the beauty of

environmental degradation with that

long white beaches and rolling surf – in

same urgency? For the love of God, the

all this we see the extent of your

love of Creation, and the love of

creativity. In the many personalities of

humanity, may it be so.

our friends and family, in the many
cultures of those in our communities -

Amen.

we see the extent of your creativity.
We give thanks for this revelation

Comment:

of your diversity.

The Presidents of the World Council
of Churches recently

When we fail to stop long enough to

wrote this message to the Churches:

appreciate the beauty of this world.

“No age has ever revealed so

Forgive us.

clearly the intimate connection

When we dismiss or rationalize our

between the groaning of Creation

failure to speak up for the living

and the brokenness of human

environment.

life and community. The life of

Forgive us.

humanity, its peril and

When we trample on your creation

possibility, is demonstrably one

with our desire to satisfy our every

with the life of Creation.

want.
Forgive us.
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Help us to see the impact we have

May we speak up when we hear and

on your creation in the way we live.

see destructive practices in our

Help us to have the courage to face

community – destruction of the earth and

changing our ways, that we might live

all that depends on its good health, our

in closer relationship with all you have

flora and fauna, and ourselves.

given us. Amen.

Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Hear the Good News. Our God of love

POSSIBLE SYMBOLIC ACTION OR ACT
OF COMMITMENT

forgives you. Open your hearts to

See the introduction to the Sustainable

receive that forgiveness and find

September resources for ideas.

wholeness that you may be a source
of wholeness for others.

HYMN/SONG

Amen.

TIS 416 Great God, your Spirit,

Thanks be to God.

like the wind
TIS 163 God, who stretched the

HYMN/SONG

spangled heavens

TIS 690 Beauty for brokenness

TIS 342/AHB 258 When I survey the

TIS 572/ AHB 486 O Thou who camest

wondrous cross

from above

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Go into this week with your eyes

(Prayers may be called for people or

and your hearts open to experience the

situations that we are aware of at this

joys of God’s wonderful creation.

time)

Speak boldly, act urgently, always
reflecting God’s love and hope for this

Life-giving God, we know our world

world....

is not as you envisioned it to be.

and may the peace of God,

Renew our minds so we might see your

the courage of Jesus Christ

world afresh. Help all your people to

and the inspiration of the Holy

remember they are co-creators of the

Spirit guide you in love each moment of

world.

each day. Amen.

We pray for those people who cannot
see the beauty and wonder of our
world. (silence)
We pray for those who use the
earth’s resources thoughtlessly.
(silence)
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