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SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER

CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER

We live in a world vibrant with God’s

God of all creation,

creativity.

The earth and everything in it has been

Soil to grow our food, sustaining our lives

your gift to us.

The vast Outback, inspiring awe in its
magnificence

From the beginning you have given us

Waters of ocean, rivers and creeks;

this diverse and beautiful world to care

supporting life and quenching thirsts.

for.

Air and wind, trees and grass,
breathing life.

We come this morning to look beyond
ourselves;

Let us worship the One who has blessed

Beyond our fixed and hard hearted ideas

us abundantly with riches beyond

Beyond our apathy

compare.

Beyond our doubts and uncertainties

Let us worship God

To the life which you have envisioned for
your creation.

HYMN/SONG suggestions

May your life-giving springs burst forth

TIS 686 Lord Jesus, we belong to you

from within us as you remind us again of

TIS 136 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy

our call to be co-creators with you in the

ATW I don’t believe in a God up in the sky

future of our world.

Amen.

TIS 453/AHB 335 We limit not the truth of
God

HYMN/SONG suggestions

TIS 635 AHB 564 Forgive our sins as we

TIS 413/ AHB 327 Holy Spirit come

forgive

confirm us

TIS 674 Inspired by love and anger

TIS 651 Take, take off your shoes

TIS47/AHB 46 O God our help in ages
past

READINGS

TIS 137 ‘For the beauty of the earth’

Ex 14:19-31
Ps 114 or Ex 15: 1b-11, 20-21
Rom 14:1-12
Mt 18:21-35
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SERMON STARTERS:

In his blog (blog.arocha.org/post/noah-

On the face of it, this reading from

beyond-the-blockbuster/ David Bookless)

Exodus is a classic story of rescue and

describes three possible stances of our

redemption. The weak find courage

(human) species in relation to the world

and help and their persecutors are

we live in: “anthropocentric (or ego-

vanquished.

centric) world – built on human ambition

How do we read these stories in the

and progress the world revolves around

Church today? Do we accept the

us humans and is for us to use and

violence of the story as a necessary

exploit – and an eco-centric world,

path to justice? Who do we identify

where humans are marginal or

with in this story and why are we sure

extinguished – and a Theocentric

that we are there? Are we the ‘people

worldview. God is not only the Creator,

of God’ or do we find ourselves on the

but personally and intimately involved in

other side of the river – the persecutors

the life of all creatures – human and

who will perish when justice arrives for

nonhuman. God’s good purposes are far

the weak? What would other people in

wider than narrow human interests.

the world think of
this identification?

Rom 14:1-12

Do we read the bible as if we were the

Judgement of others - how often do we

victims or as if we are the

do this, and thus make our community

perpetrators? Are we justified in either

weaker? Will we influence others to

approach?

support the care of creation if we judge
them for failing to do so?

Ps 114 or Ex 15: 1b-11, 20-21
Both of these readings are the hymns

Mt 18:21-35

of joy as the Israelites see the Egyptian

Drama option:

army defeated. The “horse and rider

You will need the sound of time travel to

thrown into the sea”.

introduce this drama: for example the

In the context of Sustainable

characteristic ‘whoop’ of the Tardis from

September are you shocked by the

Dr Who.

fate of the horses?

Characters:

Did the horses deserve it? What does

A child from 2060

this story tell us about the way we view

A representative from your church who

creation and God’s part in it? How

has traveled in time to face a children’s

anthropocentric is it okay to be when

court in 2060.

viewing creation?
Are we the centre of the world?
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Child: “you are charged with

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

crimes against humanity – you knew

Our gracious God helps us to see our

climate change was going to destroy

wrong paths and gives us the courage to

habitats of animals and people – yet

turn our lives back to caring for this world

you did nothing to act to stop it. How

as we have been entrusted to do.

do you plead?

Our wrongdoings are forgiven.

The representative from your Church

Thanks be to God.

should turn around and ask the
congregation how they would plead.

HYMN/SONG
TIS 668 Touch the earth lightly

Follow this with a discussion question:
should the child of the future forgive

REFLECTION (G. Scantlebury)

us?

If our world is to have a more sustainable
future, we in our humanity need to find a

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

new attitude: - a new way of being. We

Lord, we are aware that we assert our

must find the way of peace that chooses

rights as Humans with actions which

not to resort to violence against each

violate the intricate balance of

other and our environment. We must find

creation. Open our eyes to see the

the way to value and respect one

habits we have which cause pain to

another and the earth, rather than force

the environment.

our control, or judgement, or abuse.

Lord have mercy
The readings today are somewhat at odds
Lord, we are quick to voice our

with regards the attitudes they present for

concerns for creation, but slow to

peace in our world. In Exodus for

make adjustments to our way of living.

instance, there is salvation, but it is acted

Open our minds to examine our own

out through violence. Here, the Hebrews

living before condemning others for

are saved when their pursuing enemies

their practices.

are unable to follow them at the Red Sea.

Lord have mercy

The people are called on to have faith
and hope, even when the situation

Lord it is hard to face the

appeared lost. A significant message for

consequences of actions which give us

us is that we too, in the face of global

satisfaction at the expense of

climate change and bleak news of animal

creation. Open our hearts that we

extinctions need to also hold to our hope

might seek your forgiveness for our

and faith in the God who saves, and so

destructive ways. Renew our lives that

keep working for positive change. Now is

we might truly care for this precious

not the time to give up or despair of the

gift of creation.

Amen.

work towards the world’s salvation.
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Yet the way of this salvation in Exodus is

(cont.) The way of forgiveness however,

expressed by violence as ‘horse and rider

leads to healing and renewal and

are thrown into the sea’. Indeed, the

possibility. It calls us to look at a

people then rejoice at the sight of their

situation from the other person’s

enemy’s floating, bloated corpses. And I

perspective and not simply our own. It

ask, is this how we would wish to see

calls for an act of love.

justice operate in the 21st Century? Is
this the sort of world we look for?

Now, there is no denying loving
forgiveness can be costly. There may

Salvation for Israel was a good thing, but

be material cost, and certainly it will

here it cost the drowning of a multitude

mean us giving up any need for

(not to mention the deaths of the first

retribution, or to somehow 'balance the

born Egyptian children earlier!) Do the

books' (in our favour, of course). And it

ends justify such means? Certainly many

means forgoing violence for the way of

in our world live as if they do. Many are

peace and wholeness.

prepared to wreak poverty and hurt upon
their brothers and sisters for the sake of

Yet it is such an attitude of forgiveness

some justice they want to champion.

that our world needs. It needs an

And certainly we are prepared to justify

attitude of sacrifice on our parts for

our abuse and violence of the earth for

the sake of the other, whether that be

the sake of ends such as ‘the economy’,

other people or the earth. And it is

‘progress’, or ‘maintaining our lifestyle’.

through our stance of loving

But violent means to achieve our ends is

forgiveness that our world will find true

not the way of Christ.

peace and new life as we follow in the
footsteps of our crucified God. Amen.

The teachings of Jesus of Nazareth offer
a different outlook. In his parable, Jesus
calls us not to retribution or violence, but
to

forgive. He calls us to accept

one another: to make a pathway open
for relationship to happen, and for the
life of another to move forward. And
notice that this call to forgive is not out
of some clear-cut system of right and
wrong. Indeed, hard edged, ‘tit-for-tat’
justice is usually destructive of at least
one of the parties involved and often
leaves broken relationships in its wake.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Hold each one of us to account. Inspire

Help us Jesus to live the gracious and

us to take action to influence those in

just life to which you call us.

leadership, to make changes when and
where we can in our own lives that we

Help us to call others to live in ways

might genuinely participate again as co-

that honour one another and are just,

creators in your world. Amen

peaceful, respectful and equitable.

HYMN/SONG
Help us to learn to recognise God’s

TIS 751 What does the Lord require of you

glory in those with whom we live,

TIS 618/AHB 568 What does the Lord

worship and even disagree, and we

require

can seek to allow God’s glory, grace

TIS 653 This is a day of new beginnings

and compassion to be revealed to
them through us.

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
We go from here mindful of our

Loving God, you have given us so

responsibility to care for

much and yet we venture to ask for

all creation

more.

and may God give us hope for the future
Jesus Christ show us new ways of living

As we live with the benefits and the

and loving

wonders of our glorious world we are

and the Holy Spirit spark the creativity

aware that we are accountable to you

within us

for all we do.

to bring renewal and reconciliation in
creation.

Be with the leaders of our nation as
they make decisions which will impact

ADDITIONAL MUSIC

on our environment.

The earth is the Lord’s Carolyn Winfrey
Gillette tune: St Denio 11.11.11.11 (Immortal,

We pray for the victims of bad

invisible, God only wise) from Songs of

decision-making:

Grace: New Hymns for God and
Neighbour (carolynshymns.com/

those living in areas of air and water

the_earth_is_the_lords)

pollution whose every breath and
every glass of water causes more
damage to their bodies;
those who live in chemical fallout
areas;
those trying to earn a living from
depleted or salty ground.
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