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2020 INTRODUCTION AND INFORMATION



What is "Sustainability" all about?

Sustainability is about meeting the needs of the present generation, without

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs. It focuses our

minds and actions on the way we maintain, use up or spoil the Earth’s resources.

Why does the Church care about sustainability?

Care for Creation is Care for the Poor:

It is the most vulnerable people around the world who will suffer the most from the

impacts of climate change, even though they have contributed the least to its

occurrence. We are all familiar with the strong biblical injunctions to care for the

poor and aside from any debates about the nature of climate change, the

development agencies on the ground in climate vulnerable communities are telling

us that the effects are being felt now. Since climate change is a thoroughly global

problem of our shared atmosphere how do we enact Jesus call to compassion for

the suffering in a just and generous manner?

Rev Gordon Scantlebury has provided weekly resources for us to use during

Sustainable September 2020. The theme for this year is "Now Is The Time To

Act". The Uniting Church has always had a deep concern for the environment and

takes seriously the call to care for creation. You may remember back in 2014, the

WA Synod passed a resolution to divest from fossil fuels focusing on acting on

climate change. Throughout the years we have committed to the environment and

you'll see each week in this resource there are actions each congregation can

take. 
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What is the aim of focusing on

Sustainable September in our

worship?

The celebration of Sustainable

September brings us back year after

year to pray and work for a world for

all to share, both now and in the

future.



Week 3 - Complete the ARRCC(WA) Survey

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZMLFGRS. ARRCC WA is a non-profit

interfaith organization working to understand, educate, and act on climate

change. The aim of the questionnaire to understand how people of faith in our

state view the climate debate. ARRCC nationally are encouraging people to

divest from fossil fuels: www.arrcc.org.au/go_fossil_free_individual. You can

even check if your bank funds fossil fuels via this website:

www.marketforces.org.au/info/compare-bank-table

Week 4 - Hold State Government's to account. Write to your local MP to

commit to a just transition away from fossil fuels. As a guide on what to write,

click the link here to read our RenewWA statement.

Visit the Eco Churches website: ecochurcheswa.net

Worship resources for Sustainable September and other resources available to

download at ecochurcheswa.net/worship-resources

The Green Church Handbook - we can post copies to you if required.

Contact the Social Justice Unit for more information and opportunities to take

action: social.justice@wa.uca.org.au

Check out the TEAR website: www.tear.org.au/rubbish/stop

Check out the Plastic Free July website on tips from this year: 

Where can we go to get more information?

www.plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-you-can-do/bin-audit 
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Week 1: Watch the 2040 - a documentary

by Damon Gameau who embarks on a

journey to explore what the future will look

like by the year 2040 if we simply

embraced the best solutions already

available to us.

Week 2 - Reducing your household and

congregations use of single-use plastic by

auditing your plastic use. One of the

biggest environmentally damaging things

is plastic, as a Synod we have committed

to auditing our plastic consumption and

setting up a plastic lid donation with

www.preciousplasticperth.com.au How is

your Synod reducing it's plastic use?

Action Ideas – How Can We Take It Further?

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RYH2668
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZMLFGRS
http://www.arrcc.org.au/go_fossil_free_individual
http://www.marketforces.org.au/info/compare-bank-table
https://revivemagazine.org.au/2020/06/05/now-is-the-time-to-move-towards-a-clean-energy-future/
http://ecochurcheswa.net/
http://ecochurcheswa.net/worship-resources
http://wa.uca.org.au/
http://www.tear.org.au/rubbish/stop
http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-you-can-do/bin-audit
http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-you-can-do/bin-audit

